
The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #1

THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PARABLES
(Matthew 13:10-17, Mark 4:10-13, Luke 8:9-10)

1. When and in what circumstances did Jesus begin to speak in parables?  Were parables used to regain
His great following which was dwindling?

2. What is a parable?  Is it a fable, simile, metaphor, or an allegory?  Are they clear to all who hear
them?

3. How can earthly examples reveal heavenly truths? 

4. In Matt. 13:10 the disciples ask Jesus “Why speakest thou unto them in parables?” What do you think
prompts their question about Jesus’ use of parables?  

5. The purpose of parables is to reveal the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 13:12-16) 
a. What is the kingdom of heaven?

b. What are the truths about the kingdom of heaven called “mysteries”? (Romans 11:25, Romans
16:25, I Corinthians 2:7, Ephesians 5:32, Ephesians 6:19, Colossians 2:2)

c. Can these mysteries be found anywhere?

6. In light of Isaiah 6:8-13, what is the negative purpose for parables for the reprobate?

7. What is the purpose of parables for the elect, regenerated believer?

8. How does this revelation of the mysteries of the Kingdom (vs. 11, 12) show the sovereignty of God in
salvation?

9. What does vs. 10-17 have to say about the object and goal of the preaching of the Gospel and these
mysteries of the Kingdom?  Is the goal always positive fruit?

10. What do these verses have to say to those who listen to the preaching?

11. What is our advantage over the O.T. saints and prophets? 

12. How do we interpret parables?  Does everything in a parable reveal something about the mysteries of
the Kingdom?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #2

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
(Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23; Mark 4:1-9, 14-20; Luke 8:4-8, 11-15)

1. Where was this parable taught?  Why is this significant? How was this parable well suited to the
personal experiences of the crowds around Jesus?

2. What do the following important elements of the parable represent?
a. The Sower
b. The seed (I Peter 1:23-25)
c. The casting of the seed
d. The field (in general)
e. The soil

3. Describe the four types of soil in the parable.

4. Soil #1
a. Whom do the birds represent?  How is the seed stolen today?
b. Is the unfruitfulness of this soil due to the “hearer” or to “the birds”?
c. Do we at any time reflect this type of soil?
d. How does this hearer differ from the good hearer?

5. Soil #2
a.  What is meant by the “stony places”? Is this just soil with a lot of gravel in it?
b.  Where might an example of this soil be most prominent?
c. What does Jesus hint at as the problem when he says, “[the seeds] sprung up?”  (vs 5)?
d. What causes the “plant” to wither and die?  How does this correspond in the life of this type of

hearer?
e. Do we ever manifest this type of hearing?
f. How does this hearer differ from the good hearer?

6. Soil #3
a. What three things do the thorns represent?  How are they related?
b. What hearer might this picture? What is his view of the antithesis?
c. How might we fall into this type of hearing?
d. How does this hearer differ from the good hearer?
e. What is common about the 3 types of unfruitful hearers?

7. Soil #4
a. What is the fundamental difference between the first 3 types of hearers and the 4th type of hearer?
b. Who prepares the heart of the 4th type of hearer?  How?
c. What is the fruit of the 4th type of hearer?
d. What does the difference in yields?  Does this difference apply to you personally throughout your

life or to us in the communion of saints?
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Question Sheet #3

THE PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND THE TARES
(Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43)

1. What do the following parts of the parable mean?
a. Who is the sower?

b. What is the field?

c. What is the good seed?

d. What is the bad seed?  What are its characteristics?

e. Who planted the bad seed?  How does the bad seed enter the church?

2. How does this parable differ from the parable of the Sower?

3. What mystery of the kingdom is set forth in this parable in the distinction between the good seed and
bad seed?   

4. What is the solution to the problem that the tares cause in the field? What is the reason or purpose for
letting the tares and wheat both grow together in the church world until the end?

5. In connection with this parable, what is the error of those who establish communals (e.g. Amish)?

6. Should the church fear that the tares will completely destroy the wheat?

7. Does the parable mean to teach that churches today must tolerate those in her midst who by their
confession and daily walk live as unbelievers?

8. What is the harvest?  Who are the reapers?

9. What are “all the things that do offend” (vs 42) which shall be removed from the kingdom of God in
the harvest at the end of the world?

10. What is the judgment for the tares?

11. According to vs 30 and 43, what is the reward for the wheat/the righteous?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #4

THE PARABLES OF 
THE MUSTARD SEED AND LEAVEN

(Matthew 13:31-33; Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:18-21)

1. What is the historical and thought connection between this parable and the preceding one?

2.  What are some common interpretations of this parable?  What are the reasons for these
interpretations?  Are they correct?

3.   What does the mustard seed represent?

4. What does the mustard seed tell us about how the Lord by the Gospel works in the earth?

5. Has this been true of the Lord’s work by the Gospel in history?  Give historical examples.

6. What does the leaven and the meal represent?  Does “leaven” have other meanings in Scripture? 

7. What error does the parable of the leaven warn us against?  Did Elijah face the same temptation to fall
into a similar error (cf. I Kings 19)?

8. What does the Gospel accomplish today in the earth by our preaching?  Does it work and produce the
results we expect or often desire?  (see Zechariah 4:6)

9. Do you consider negative fruit (i.e. rejection of it) upon the preaching of the Gospel successful
preaching?  Why?

10. Can we really expect a world-wide kingdom of God in this earth?  How do these parables forbid that
kind of thinking?

11. Why must the kingdom of Christ come in the way described by the leaven in the meal?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #5

THE PARABLES OF 
THE HID TREASURE AND THE GOODLY PEARL

(Matthew 13:44-46)

1. What are the differences and the similarities between the two parables?

2. What are two ways that some have misinterpreted the parable? 

3.   What do both men find?  What is their opinion of their finds?  What do they do to get it?

4. To what do the following parts of the parables refer?
a. the field
b. the marketplace
c. the treasure
d. the pearl

5. How can we know and judge correctly the worth of the “pearl” and the “treasure”?

6. Can we really buy the truth?  Is this Arminian?  (cf.  Proverbs 23:23; Isaiah 55:1-2)

7. What did the men do to enjoy their treasures?  What is the point taught here that applies to us?

8. Is there any price too high to for the full enjoyment of the riches of the Kingdom?
a. What must we “sell”?
b. How much should we “sell”?  Is everything required?  (cf.  Mark 10:17-22)

9. Would you consider sacrificing for the sake of the Kingdom of Christ a burden or a privilege?

10. Give examples from all of Scripture that show the correct attitude towards the kingdom of God and
that no price is too great for the “pearl of great price”?  (eg.  Philippians 3:4-11)
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Question Sheet #6

THE PARABLE OF THE NET
(MATTHEW 13:47-50)

1. Generally speaking, what is the difference between this parable and the parable of the wheat and
tares?  What is the main idea of the parable?

2. Briefly, what do the following elements of the parable represent?
a. the dragnet
b. the seas
c. the good fish
d. the bad fish
e. the fishermen on the shore

3.   What kind of fishing is meant here?  What does this teach about how one becomes a citizen of the
Kingdom?

4. What is the preaching of the Gospel?

5. What is meant when the parable describes the fish “of every kind”?

6. Was the net dragged through the whole seas?  Who determines that?  What does this have to say to
the idea that we must evangelize everyone of mankind?

7. What made the good fish “good” and the bad fish “bad”? 

8. From the fact there are good and bad fish in the dragnet, what does this say about the kingdom of God
in its historical and outward development?

9. Why are “bad fish” are gathered into the kingdom?  What is the Lord’s purpose in the presence of the
bad fish?

10. What is the result of the presence of the bad fish in the dragnet for the good fish?

11. When does the separation take place?

12. What would the true children of the Kingdom be prone to do if the Kingdom was not gathered in the
way taught in the parable?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #7

THE PARABLE OF THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT
(MATTHEW 18:23-35)

1. What is the occasion for this parable?

2. Who is:
a. the King
b. the servant

3. In today’s currency, how much did this servant owe? 

4. How does the words “he had not to pay” describe us?  What are the reasons for this unpayable debt?

5. In vs 25, the servant is judged to be sold.  What does this tell us about God’s justice?

6. In vs 26, what was wrong with the servant’s plea to his Master?

7. What is God’s mercy to us in Christ?  What characteristics does His mercy have towards us?

8. In today’s currency, how much did the servant’s fellow-servant owe? 

9. What differences were there in the way the king handled the servant, and how the servant handled his
fellow servant? 

10. What is the difference between our debts of sin to God and the debts of others to us?

11. Is there a limit to our forgiving the debts of others to us?

12. From where must our forgiveness for one another come?  (vs 35)  

13. Evaluate this statement: “It seems to be tre that a critical, unforgiving person tends also to be a guilt-
prone person.  And, vice versa: people who struggle with guilt feelings are usually critical of others
and tend to harbor resentments.”

14. Can we be assured of our forgiveness from the Father and enjoy the peace of that forgiveness in the
way of refusing to forgive one another?  

15. Do the words in vs 34, “till he should pay all that was due,” prove there is a purgatory?
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Question Sheet #8

THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN
(Luke 10:25-37)

1. Was the lawyer’s first question sincere?  What was his purpose with the first question?

2. What was the lawyer’s second question?  What was his purpose with this question?  Do we ever have
the tendency to do what the lawyer did: try to interpret the law in order to justify our own behavior?

3. Did he ask the correct question?

4. What do we know about the main highway betweem Jerusalem to Jericho?  Was what happened to
the man in vs 30 common?

5. Describe the first 2 men that saw the robbed & critically wounded man in the ditch.  What is
significant about the phrase, “...passed by on the other side.”  (vs 31, 32)

6. Would we expect the Samaritan to help at all?  Why not?

7. What inconveniences and risk did the Samaritan have in helping the dying man?

8. According to the parable what would be the correct definition of one’s “neighbor”?

9. What is the all-important question of the parable?  (vs 36)

10. What does loving the neighbor involve?

11. How must we be neighbor to those who hate God according to their confession and walk of life? 
(Psalm 139:21-22)

12. Does this parable teach a social gospel?

13. How is it possible for us to “go and do likewise”, i.e., to love the neighbor and properly be neighbor
to all those whom God places upon our pathway?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #9

THE PARABLE OF THE PLEADING FRIEND
(Luke 11:5-13)

1.   According to this parable, what is one of the most distinguishing characteristics of the citizen of the
kingdom of heaven?

2. What was the motivation and the immediate situation that brought about the instruction of this
parable?

3. If God knows our needs already, why then should we still pray?

4. What things can help us to grow in the use of the gift of prayer?

5. What problem did the main character in the parable face for which he sought help from his neighbor? 
How does this correspond to our lives?

6. In light of what the parable teaches us how we ought to pray, what kind of improper expectations do
we often have when we ask the Father for something?

7. How may we be assured that our Father will answer our prayers?

8. How is the fact that Christ prays for us a comfort to us?

9. Can our fervent prayers change God’s mind?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #10

THE PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL
(Luke 12:16-21)

1. What was the reason and occasion for this particular parable?  Was that man’s request per se wrong?
What was the problem with it (or him)?

2. What was the rich man’s sin?  What did he judge his life to be all about?

3. What “problem” did the rich man suddenly have in the parable?

4. What future did he happily expect?

5. How does the wording in the parable show that the man was self-centered and proud?

6. What is the important question which the parable asks?

7. How did the rich fool answer that question?

8. What mistakes did the rich fool make in viewing his possessions? 

9. During times of prosperity, why is it easy to feel secure and at ease?

10. Is Jesus condemning material prosperity?

11. Is there a burden to being rich?

12. What is the root of all evil? Is it money?

13. To whom do our riches belong?

14. What question should we ask with respect to our possessions which will lead us in contentment?

15. What place does wealth have in the place of the believer?  (Luke 12:31)

16. What does it mean to be “rich toward God?”  How are we rich toward God?  Can we increase our
wealth toward God?
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Question Sheet #11

THE PARABLE OF THE FRUITLESS FIG TREE
(Luke 13:6-9)

1. What was the occasion and background to the parable? (Luke 13:1-5)

2. To what evil conclusion had the Jews come in light of the report that they brought to Jesus? 

3. What is the question that Jesus had to answer in light of the Jews view of themselves?

4. What is the significance of the following?
a. Vineyard
b. Fig tree
c. Lord of the vineyard
d. Barenness of the fig tree

5. How do we see the sovereignty of God reflected in the owner of the vineyard?

6. Why did the lord of the vineyard want the tree cut down at first?

7. What did the vinedresser request?  What does that signify in God’s dealings in history?

8. What diligent care had God bestowed on Israel?  Give specific examples.

9. What had the nation of Israel done throughout its history until the coming of Christ?

10. Why was the tree given another year?  Why did God give the nation of Israel more time?

11. Was the postponement of judgment a type of grace to Israel?

12. What is the purpose of this forbearance?  Is there a purpose for God’s people in this too?

13. What is the difference between forbearance and longsuffering? (cf. Gen 6:3; Gen 18:24; II
Peter 3:9)

14. Do you see this exercise of God’s forbearance today wherever the Gospel of His Kingdom is
and has been preached?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #12

THE PARABLE OF THE CHIEF ROOMS
(Luke 14:7-11)

1. Why was Jesus invited to the house of the Pharisee for supper? (verse 1)

2. Why the tension in the air in the Pharisee’s house over the healing of diseased man?

3. What attitude of their hearts does Jesus expose by his rebuke to their silent thoughts in verse
5?

4. What is one of the remarkable differences, which you see already in vs 8, between this
parable and the ones we have studied previously?

5. In the parable, what essential principle of the Kingdom of God is being taught?  Why is this
so important to the Kingdom and its citizens?

6. Why is pride such a terrible sin?  (consult Proverbs 8:13, 13:10, 16:18; I John 2:16)

7. Why is humility so difficult and impossible for us? What does it require?

8. Should the preaching emphasize enough our sinfulness and pride?

9. How else does God humble us through life? (Deuteronomy 8:3)



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #13

THE PARABLE OF THE GREAT SUPPER
(Luke 14:15-24)

1. The occasion for this parable is a man’s statement in verse 15, “Blessed is he that shall eat
bread in the Kingdom of God.”  Why did that man say this?  Who did he think were among
those that “eat bread in the Kingdom”?

2. Explain the significance of the following:
a. The certain main (vs 16)
b. The great supper
c. The many who were bidden
d. The servant
e. The poor, maimed, halt, and blind
f. Those in the highway and hedges

3. What does the word “bidden” mean?  Were the original guests invited or commanded? 

4. What were the 3 excuses given not to obey the command to come to the supper?

5. How do these excuses fit with the reality of the Pharisees and the wicked within the church
world?

6. Is God caught off-guard by the rejection by many of the call of the Gospel?  Was God caught
off-guard by the rejection of the Gospel by the nation of Israel so that then God had to go to
“Plan B” and gather the Gentiles into the Church?

7. In light of the parable, how do the poor, maimed, halt, blind, and the hedge dwellers come to
the supper?  Do they come by their own choice?

8. How does God bring us into His house by His grace: kicking and screaming? Or, is there
another way in which God brings us before the supper of the Bread of Life?  How does this
apply to our preparation for the Lord’s Supper?

9. Why does God fill His house with those lowly people, graphically pictured in the parable?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #14

THE PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP
(Luke 15:1-7)

1. Who were in the audience of Jesus when He spoke this parable and the next two?  What
effect did this fact have on the parables of Jesus in Luke 15?

2. What is the story that Jesus gives in the parable of the lost sheep?

3. What was the cause for the one sheep becoming lost?  Could the sheep find his way back to
the shepherd and the flock if he wanted to?

4. To whom does the sheepfold in this parable refer?  To whom did the 99 sheep refer?  

5. Of whom is the one lost sheep a picture?

6. Why does Jesus refer to His people as “sheep”?

7. How does the lost sheep picture us?  

8. How might we sometimes behave and think like the 99 sheep? 

9. What is meant by the part of the parable where it is stated the the shepherd forsook the 99
sheep? 

10. How does the rescue of the lost sheep show the sovereignty of God in our salvation?

11. How does Christ rescue His church and how does He rescue us in particular as His individual
lost sheep?

12.  How do we experience daily the power of our seeking, sovereign Shepherd?

13. Whom do the happy neighbors who celebrate with the shepherd in the parable represent?

14. Why is Christ happy for our spiritual rescue and recovery?

15. How do the angels know about our repentance?

16. Why do the angels rejoice so greatly in our spiritual rescue and recovery?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #15

THE PARABLE OF THE LOST COIN
(Luke 15:8-10)

1. Whom does woman’s lost coin represent?

2. What does the candle represent?

3. What does the broom represent?

4. Whom does the woman represent?

5. What is true repentance?

6. Why is repentance so important for the child of God?

7. Is repentance a necessary activity for the believer every day?

8. Is it possible for us to make ourselves repent?

9. How does Christ use the church to bring us to repentance from our sin?

10.  Who rejoices at the repentance of the elect, believing sinner?

11. Why are the angels so joyful in our repentance?
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Question Sheet #16

THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON
(Luke 15:11-32)

1. What is the general theme of this parable in distinction from the other parables of Luke 15?

2. How does the parable describe the two sons?  To whom does the lost son refer today?

3. What chastisement did God send upon that sinful and wicked son?

4. What is God’s purpose with chastizing us with the consequences of our sin?

5. How is God’s unchangeable love pictured by the father in the parable?

6. How does God’s sovereign love and mercy work in those of His elect who sinfully stray?

7. How does the parable show the deceptiveness of temptation and the miserable fruits of sin?

8. Did the wandering son’s confession of his sin include excuses and any shifting of the blame
for his sin to others?

9. How is humility seen in what the wandering son says on his way home to his father?

10. How did the son even dare to return to his father when he had sinned so badly?  

11. How did the father receive his wayward son?  How is this a picture of God and His sovereign
mercy, and His wayward, but repentant children?

12. Does God love us and forgive us because we repent and humble ourselves?

13. How is it possible for God to forgive us when we have sinned so badly against Him?

14. Did the father in the parable grant the other part of the son’s request to be a slave in his
father’s house?  How does this picture what the Father does to us?

15. How are the Pharisees pictured in the older son’s response to the return of the lost son?

16. Why was the older son so angry at his father for what the father did for the lost son?  In
being angry, what was the older son actually criticizing in his father?

17. How might we fall into the same thinking of the Pharisees?

18. What sins prevented the older son in being joyful like his father? What prevented the
Pharisees in being joyful when humbled sinners gathered before Jesus to hear His Word?

19. Should the church rejoice spiritually when sinners return?  (I Peter 2:25)

20. How does James 5:20 apply to us?
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THE PARABLE OF THE LAST DEEDS OF THE FIRED STEWARD
(Luke 16:1-12)

1. What did the accused steward do before he was officially released from his stewardship and
work?

2. Why is Jesus’ command in vs 9a (“make to yourselves friends of unrighteous mammon”)  so
difficult for us to understand?

3. What is a steward?

4. How are we stewards today?

5. What wisdom did the steward show after it was found that he was unfaithful and would be
soon released?

6. The Lord teaches us to follow the prudence of this unfaithful servant, but what does the Lord
not mean in this instruction?  Is everything that the servant did what we must do?

7. What is the prudence that must we imitate?

8. Because of the goal we should have in life, what place should “mammon” have in our lives?

9. What are the real treasures of life for the citizen of the kingdom of heaven?

10. How attached should we become to the riches of this life?  (I Timothy 6:6-8)

11. What is the reward for prudent and wise use of the things of this life?

12. What is the reward for the unfaithful use of the things of this life?

13. Does not “reward” imply merit so that the righteous are rewarded because of and according
to their good works?  (cf. Belgic Confession, art. 24 (3rd paragraph))

14. How did the Pharisees react to this parable? (vs 14)
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THE PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS
(Luke 16:19-31)

1.  What can be said about the occasion of this parable?

2. Why were the Pharisees deeply offended by the parable of the unjust steward?

3. What is covetousness, of which the Pharisees were guilty, and what is contentment?

Part 1– vss 19-26
4. Describe the rich man and his wickedness, and describe Lazarus and his poverty and plight.

5. What does the name Lazarus mean and what is the significance of this name?

6. What may be the reason why the rich man was not given a name by Jesus in the parable?

7. What grievous sin of omission did the rich man commit with respect to Lazarus?

8. How did God show mercy to Lazarus in spite of the oppression of the rich man?  

9. Can we ever say that God was unjust to make the rich man so wealthy and Lazarus, His
beloved son, so poor and miserable in this life?

10. Describe the death of the rich man and the death of beloved Lazarus.

11. Should we understand what is mentioned about Lazarus and about the rich man after death
literally or figuratively?

12. What does this part of the parable remind us about the riches of this earth?

13. How is the rich man judged when he is told, “Son, remember....”

14. What is hell?

15. Judging by the behavior of the rich man in hell, was his condemnation just and fair?

16. Did Lazarus deserve his place in heaven?

Part 2– vss 27-31
17. What was the rich man’s concern and what was his request?

18. Was this request of the rich man good or bad? Why?

19. How does Abraham respond to that request and how is that significant for the Gospel today?

20. How is faith possible and how is faith worked in us? (Rom 1:16-17; Rom 10:17)
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THE PARABLE OF THE PLEADING WIDOW
(Luke 18:1-8)

1. How many of the other parables refer to prayer directly or indirectly?

2. What was the widow’s problem?

3. Since the widow is a picture of the church, what is the similar problem that the church has in
the world today?

4. To whom did the poor widow plead?  What was his character?

5. Who is the Judge for the Church?  What comfort does this give to us when we plead our
cause with Him?

6. For what does the church plead God to do, similar to what the widow asked the earthly judge
to do?

7. Does not the prayer of the Church (“Avenge me of mine enemies!”) contradict Jesus’
command “to love our enemies”?

8. Why should God listen to us as part of the Church militant when we are so sinful?

9. What are some of the reasons why the Church must pray without ceasing and not faint (vs
1)?

10. How does the phrase “Nevertheless, when the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith on the
earth?” make it urgent for us to pray earnestly?

11. How can we pray without ceasing even while at the same time we must work, sleep, eat, etc.?

12. How does the parable demonstrate to us the absolute certainty that our prayers shall be heard
by our heavenly Father (vs 7)?
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THE PARABLE OF THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN
(Luke 18:9-15)

1. What was the attitude of the Pharisee when he entered the temple to pray?

2. What was the attitude of the publican when he finally dared to entered the temple?

3. What did the Pharisee pray?  Was his prayer a proper prayer?

4. What was the prayer of the publican?  Was his prayer a proper prayer?

5. What was the problem with the heart of the Pharisee?

6. How can we describe the heart of the publican according to his prayer?

7. How did God send the Pharisee home that day?

8. How did God send the publican home that day?
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THE PARABLE OF THE HOUSEHOLDER 
AND THE LABORERS IN THE VINEYARD

(Matthew 20:1-16)

1. What was the immediate occasion or event in which this parable was taught?

2. Whom do the following in the parable represent?
a. The householder
b. The steward
c. The vineyard
d. The laborers hired
e. The wage that the laborers receive
f. The marketplace from which the laborers came

3. What does the call of the steward picture?

4. What is the content of the call?

5. To whom does this call come?

6. What is the result of the call?

7. When was the call to the laborers made?  What is the significance of the different times of
the call and the different hours that the laborers worked in the vineyard for Church?  

8. In what order and how much were the workers paid at the end of the day?

9. What is the correct spiritual meaning of the wage that everyone received?

10. Is our reward at the end of the day earned by us?

11. What is the reason ultimately that though many are called and do labor, not all receive the
same reward so that many that are first are last, and the last are first?
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THE PARABLE OF THE POUNDS 
(Luke 19:11-27)

1. What was the occasion and background to this parable? 

2. Who is the nobleman of the parable and what is the spiritual significance of the nobleman
going into a far country?

3. How does the significance of the nobleman going into a far country affect the disciples’ idea
of the kingdom of heaven?

4. What did the wicked citizens of the kingdom do to the nobleman and what does this signify
in the earthly manifestation of the kingdom today?

5. In this parable, each servant does not receive varying amounts of pounds, but each receives
one pound.  What does the one pound that each servant receives signify?

6. Whom do the faithful sevants signify?

7. What does the unfaithfulness of the wicked servant signify?

8. What was so evil about the wicked servant’s answer to the nobleman when the servant was
called to give account for his slothfulness?

9. When will Christ return?  Is He returning today and tomorrow?

10. What encouragement for us today does the reward for the faithful servants in the parable
signify?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #23

THE PARABLE OF THE WICKED HUSBANDMEN
(Matthew 21:33-44; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-18)

1. When in His earthly ministry was this parable taught by Jesus?

2. What happened or what was said between Jesus and the rulers of the Jews which moved
Jesus to teach this parable?

3. What does the householder and his vineyard signify?  What does the householder’s care of
the vineyard represent (Psalm 80:1-12; Isaiah 5:1-4)?

4. Whom do the husbandmen signify?

5. Whom do the servants and the Son signify, whom the householder sent?

6. What was the husbandmen’s sin in regards to the vineyard?

7. How had Israel rejected the stone in fulfilment of Psalm 118:22?  (II Chron 36:15-16;
Matthew 23:19-37; Acts 7:51-52)

8. How would what Jesus said be fulfilled only a few days later?  How is this fulfilled in the
last days of New Testament history?

9. Was it God’s intention to save the whole vineyard and the husbandmen frustrated God’s
purpose?

10. How was the kingdom of God taken from the rulers of the Jews and given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof?  Who is that nation who will be given the kingdom?

11. How does one stumble over the rock, and what is the spiritual meaning of Jesus’ words that
this stone, when it falls on someone, will grind him to powder?

12. How is this passage a comfort for the faithful saints that must endure the great persecution of
the anti-christ yet and soon to come?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #24

THE PARABLE OF THE KING’S WEDDING FEAST FOR HIS SON
(Matthew 22:1-14)

1. What do the king, his son, and the marriage feast represent?  

2. When was the reality of the marriage feast prepared? When will it be completed?

3. Whom do the servants, sent forth to call guests to the wedding feast, signify?

4. Whom do the people, who were called to come to the marriage feast, represent in the Old
Testament?  Today?

5. What does the picture of the marriage feast add to the truth about our salvation and
redemption in the Kingdom of God?

6. Is the summons to the wedding feast a warm invitation for everyone or a command and
demand to come?  What does this signify in the church and the Kingdom of heaven?

7. What three types of responses did the call to come to the marriage feast have on many who
heard that call?  What does this signify?

8. In what 3 ways are the guests, who actually did amazingly come to the wedding feast,
described?  Whom do these folks represent?

9. What is the significance of the fact that the guests, who did actually come to the wedding
feast, were “gathered together” (vs 10) unto the feast?  What truth does this signify?

10. What is the fundamental reason why some come to the marriage feast while most do not?

11. Why does this fundamental reason gives us great encouragement inour work as a church who
must labor in the last days of great apostasy?

12. What is the golden chain of salvation, which is rooted in election? (Romans 8:29-30)

13. What customary clothing practice was there for rulers and kings of Jesus’ day in regards to
their guests at wedding feasts?  What robe must we be given to be properly dressed for the
wedding feast of Christ and His Church (Psalm 132:9)?

14. What does the man who appeared at the wedding feast with his own clothes represent?

15. Why was the king so angry with this man?  What was the man’s punishment?  What does this
signify?

16. Is it possible for us to attempt to attend the wedding feast with the wrong clothing? 

17. What are the fundamental reasons why God’s saints shall be found worthy to enter glory?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #25

THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS
(Matthew 25:1-13)

1. What was Jesus’ prophecy in Matthew 24:1 concerning Jerusalem?

2. What were the 3 questions of the disciples in response to the prophecy of Jesus concerning
Jerusalem?

3. What was the customary way of celebrating a wedding in Jesus’ day?

4. Whom do the 10 virgins represent?  Whom does the bridegroom represent?

5. What is wisdom, especially in contrast to its opposite, the evils of foolishness?

6. What does the oil of the wise virgins represent?  Is what the oil represents something we
should have daily?

7. Why do we need to be exhorted repeatedly to watch for the coming of Jesus?

8. All 10 of the virgins were sleeping when the bridegroom arrived.  Is there any application
and warning to us by this detail in the parable?

9. What are some of the signs of the coming of Christ and the end of the world?  May we say
that Christ is coming every day?

10. What happened to the 5 foolish virgins at the end of the parable?

11. Why could they not enter the wedding hall?  What is the deepest reason why the 5 wise
virgins were permitted to enter the wedding hall and enjoy the festivities?  (see vs 12) 

12. What should we do while we are watching for the coming of Christ?   

13. What has Christ given to us that keeps faithful in this spiritual activity of watching carefully
for the day of our final redemption? 



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #26

THE PARABLE OF THE FAITHFUL SERVICE IN THE KINGDOM
(Matthew 25:14-30)

1. What mistake did some of the people of God have in regards to the coming of Christ and
their daily life? (II Thessalonians 3:10-11)

2. Whom does the man, who travels into a far country, represent?

3. Whom do the servants, who receive money from the man before he leaves, represent?

4. What do the talents represent:   abilities of the individual servants or places and duties of
service in the kingdom of heaven as it is manifest in the earth?

5. Who determines what place of service (“talents”) that he receives?

6. How should we view our place of service and calling (“talents”)?

7. What was the sin of the unfaithful servant?  What does this represent in reality?

8. What made the difference between the faithful and unfaithful servants?

9. How does the coming of Christ affect our service in His kingdom in the earth?

10. What was the punishment for the wicked servant?

11. What is the reward for the faithful service of the diligent servants?



The Parables of Our Lord
Question Sheet #27

THE PARABLE OF THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS BEFORE THE SON OF MAN
(Matthew 25:31-46)

1.  Who is the Judge and when did He obtain this position?

2. Who will be gathered before His throne?  How is that possible?

3. How will the people be divided before His throne by the angels?

4. What is spiritual significance is found in the fact of the parable that the sheep are put on the
right hand of the Judge?

5. In what way does this separation in the Judgment already begin now?

6. In what bodies shall the sheep and the goats stand before the Judge?

7. What purpose does the final judgment serve?

8. Will the judgment that the Judge shall announce in the final judgment be a surprise to the
Church?

9. How does the parable show that the judgment for the saints is rooted in God’s eternal good
pleasure and not in their works?

10. Is the purpose of the parable to give us a command to do good to all?  Is Christ indirectly
giving us a command in this parable to implement a Gospel which makes unbelieving society
better and overcomes the current evils in society?

11. How does the parable show that all shall be judged according to their works?

12. How do the sheep respond to their judgment?  

13. How do the goats respond to their judgment?

14. What is the punishment for the goats?

15. What is the reward for the sheep?


