
INTRODUCTION:

• The Value of Studying Reformed Doctrines

• Overview of Reformed Creeds/Confessions

• Summary of the Belgic Confession of Faith









A creed is a statement by a church (or a group of churches) 
containing a declaration of what a church believes to be the 

truth of the Word of God, as it has been organically developed in 
the church, and as it has been officially adopted by the church.











“… the creeds when properly used neither push aside the authority of 

Scripture nor draw Christians away from Scripture.  Rather, they point to 

the Scriptures and serve as a kind of “map” of the teaching of the 

Word.” 
(R. Hanko, A Plea For Creeds)

In response to those who say, “Let us have Scripture, and let us set aside 

all theological systems,” Rev. H. Hoeksema stated: “It is a sin to set 

aside the fruit of the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the past.  It is the sin 

of individualism, one of the greatest sins of our day.”



Rev. R. Hanko, “A Plea For Creeds”

The creeds are one of the fruits of the work of the
Spirit. To deny the usefulness of creeds and their
place in the church is to deny that the Spirit of truth
has worked in the church of the past, or at least to
deny that His work has any relevance for the church
today. By so doing the church today cuts herself off
from the church of the past, denying the fundamental
unity of the church in all ages.

This is one of the great weaknesses of the church
today, that she has no ties to the church of the past –
does not know the history and lessons of the past,
nor the battles the church has fought, nor God's
faithfulness to His church through all the ages. .…



Rev. R. Hanko, “A Plea For Creeds”

…. She tries to stand completely on her own against
the forces of evil, instead of seeing herself as part of
that great 'army with banners' that is 'fair as the
moon, clear as the sun' (Song 6:10).

Not only that, but by cutting herself off from the
church of the past, the church today says in effect
that every generation must start all over in its
searching of the Scriptures and pursuit of the truth.
Thus she sets herself an impossible task – a task that
is either set aside as too great so that there is little
knowledge of the truth in the church, or which leaves
her no time for other things.




