
• OVERVIEW:



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #12

THE  CREATION

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  How Did God Create All Things?  
Proof?

 Out of Nothing
 “… of nothing …” There was no pre-existing matter.

 Genesis 1:1-2 – God created the mass of material.

 Genesis 1:3ff – God called each creature into existence.

 Romans 4:17, Hebrews 11:3.

 By Speaking
 “… by the Word, that is, by His Son …”

 Genesis 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24.

 Psalm 33:6, John 1:1-3, Colossians 1:16, Hebrews 11:3.



b.  When Did God Create All Things?  
Proof?

 In The Beginning
 Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3, Hebrews 1:10.

 Note: God also created time.

 The Beginning was about 6,000 years ago
 Creation happened approximately 4,000 B.C.

 Proven through the genealogies in the Bible.

 I Chronicles 1ff, Matthew 1, Luke 3.



c.  How Long Did It Take God To 
Create All Things?  Proof?

 Six Days of 24 Hours
 Genesis 1
 Each day had a “morning” and “evening.”
 Word for “day” refers elsewhere in the Bible to a 24 hour day.

 Exodus 20:11 – “For in six days the LORD made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day,
and hallowed it.”

 How do we explain II Peter 3:8 – “But, beloved, be not
ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”



d.  Why Did God Create All Things?  
Proof?

 Negatively:
 Not because He needed to for Himself. (God is Triune!)

 Not for man’s happiness and enjoyment.

 Not so man could live forever on this earth.

 Positively: For His Glory!
 The Creation glorifies God – Psalm 19:1-2, Isaiah 43:7, 

Revelation 4:11.

 God’s work of Salvation in this Creation especially does.
 Creation is the “stage/setting” for God’s saving work.

 Colossians 1:15ff, Proverbs 16:4, Hebrews 2:10, Revelation 5.



e.  What Is the Purpose Of Your Life?  
What Does It Mean That God Has
Given You “Offices” To That End?

 Article 12:
 “… to serve its Creator …”

 “… to the end that man may serve his God.”

 W.C., Shorter Catechism, Q&A 1 – “Man’s chief end is to
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.”

 I Corinthians 10:31 – “Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”

 “Offices” refers to “abilities.” Ephesians 2:8-10.



f.  When Did God Create The Angels?  
How And Why Did Some Of The

Angels Fall (see Isaiah 14:12-15)?
 Most likely the Angels were Created on the First Day.
 Genesis 1:1 – “heaven” refers to the heavenly creatures.
 Job 38:7 – the angels rejoiced as God created all things.

 The Fall of the Angels:
 Isaiah 14:12-15 – the devil and his sin of pride.
 All wicked/reprobate angels fell with the devil.
 Double Predestination of God among angels (I Tim. 5:21).

 God sovereignly purposed this fall for His glory.
 Through the salvation of the elect in Christ.
 Through His just punishment of Satan and his hosts.



g.  What Is The Difference Between 
“Atheistic” and “Theistic” Evolution?  
What Is Our Basic Response To These?

 Theories of Evolution
 Atheistic Evolution – Darwinianism.  “Big Bang.”  Simpler 

life to more complex.  Billions of years.  Survival of fittest.

 Theistic Evolution – God involved.  God started and God 
controlled the evolutionary process.

 Our Response:
 First 4 Q&A’s above: How did God create?, When did God 

create?, How Long did it take?, Why did God create?

 We believe what the Bible teaches, because the Bible is 
the divinely inspired and infallible Word of God.

 Genesis 1 is historical fact.



h.  How Respond To One Who Says What 
You Believe About Origin Of The World 

Makes No Difference For Salvation?

 The Bible is a Unity.  All the truth fits together.  There is 
one theme and message, and everything in the Bible is 
part of it and contributes to it.

 God created everything with Christ and His saving work 
in view.  The Creation itself is full of pictures of Christ.

 To say it is a “non-salvation” matter is to allow the 
findings of Science to trump the Word of God.  You  
deny the doctrine of Scripture.



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #13

DIVINE  PROVIDENCE

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Is God’s Providence?

 Providence:
 God “did not forsake” anything that He created.  God did 

not “give them [all He created] up to fortune or chance.”
 God “rules and governs them [all the things that He created]

according to His holy will.”
 “Nothing happens in this world without His appointment.”

 God did not abandon His creation, but He cares for it.
 He continues to give existence to creation and creatures.
 God provides for the creatures that He created.

 Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 10, Q&A 27



 Question 27. What do you mean by the
providence of God?
 Answer. The almighty and everywhere present

power of God; whereby, as it were by His hand, He
upholds and governs heaven, earth, and all
creatures; so that herbs and grass, rain and
drought, fruitful and barren years, meat and
drink, health and sickness, riches and poverty,
yea, and all things come, not by chance, but by His
fatherly hand.



b.  What Are The Two Aspects Of 
God’s Work Of Providence?

 Two Aspects:
 God UPHOLDS (PRESERVES) His creation.
 God GOVERNS (RULES) His creation.

 Examples of what God Upholds and Governs:
 Psalm 104 – the creation itself.
 Matthew 10:29-30 – ordinary things.
 Matthew 24:7 – extraordinary things.
 Proverbs 21:1 – nations and kings.
 Ephesians 2:10 – good works/deeds.
 II Samuel 16:10, Proverbs 16:4 – evil, sin.
 Acts 2:23 – the greatest sin ever committed.
 Job 1:12 & Job 2:6 – the Devil.



c.  What Do The Following Views Teach 
Concerning God’s Relationship To The 

World?  How Are They Wrong?

1. DEISM
 View: God is like a clockmaker.  Lets world run by itself.

 Criticism: Makes God uninterested, uncaring, lazy.

 Our Biblical Proofs: Psalm 121:4, John 5:17, Acts 17:28.

2. DUALISM
 View: God is like a Master chess-player.  God is involved.  

He faces opposition, but He will make it all turn out OK.

 Criticism: Denies God’s absolute sovereignty over all 
things, specifically His sovereignty over evil.

 Our Biblical Proofs: Amos 3:6, Isaiah 45:7, Daniel 4:35.



d.  What Should Our Response Be
When We Don’t Understand

Why God Does Certain Things?

 BC: “And, as to what he doth surpassing human
understanding, we will not curiously inquire into,
farther than our capacity will admit of; but with the
greatest humility and reverence adore the righteous
judgments of God, which are hid from us, contenting
ourselves that we are disciples of Christ, to learn only
those things which he has revealed to us in his Word,
without transgressing these limits. …”

(1) Humbly Submit to God.   (2) Adore and Praise God.  
(3) Believe and Trust in God Who does and controls  all 
things as “our most gracious and heavenly Father.”

And, as to what he doth surpassing human understanding, 
we will not curiously inquire into, farther than our capacity 
will admit of; but with the greatest humility and reverence 
adore the righteous judgments of God, which are hid from 
us, contenting ourselves that we are disciples of Christ, to 
learn only those things which he has revealed to us in his 

Word, without transgressing these limits. …



e.  How Does The Truth Of God’s 
Providence Affect Our
Making Plans In Life?

 JAMES 4:13-15 – “Go to now, ye that say, To day or to
morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a
year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know
not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It
is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the
Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.”

 MATTHEW 6:10 – “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven.”

 LUKE 22:42 – “Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup
from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.”



f.  In What Ways Is The Truth Of 
Providence A Comfort To Us?

This doctrine affords us unspeakable consolation, 
since we are taught thereby that nothing can befall us 

by chance, but by the direction of our most gracious 
and heavenly Father; Who watches over us with a 
paternal care, keeping all creatures so under His 

power, that not a hair of our head (for they are all 
numbered), nor a sparrow, can fall to the ground, 

without the will of our Father, in Whom we do entirely 
trust; being persuaded, that He so restrains the devil 

and all our enemies, that without His will and 
permission, they cannot hurt us.



f.  In What Ways Is The Truth Of 
Providence A Comfort To Us?

 Nothing happens by chance.

 God is our most gracious and heavenly Father.

 Our Father, Who loves us, watches over us.

 Our Father is almighty and controls everything.

 We are never in the devil’s hands – Job 1, Job 2.

 No-one and nothing can hurt us – John 10:29.

 ALSO, God directs all things for our spiritual & eternal 
good – Rom. 8:28, II Cor. 4:15, Gen. 50:19-21.



 Question 28. What advantage is it to know that
God has created, and by His providence still
upholds all things?
 Answer. That we may be patient in adversity;

thankful in prosperity; and that in all things,
which may hereafter befall us, we place our firm
trust in our faithful God and Father, that nothing
shall separate us from His love; since all creatures
are so in His hand, that without His will they
cannot so much as move.



Doctrine According to Godliness, Rev. R. Hanko, p. 93.

 “God’s presence and preserving power in the creation are
a wonderful testimony to the believer of the God he
knows and loves in Christ.

 “One who knows that in God he lives and moves and has
his being will never be afraid of anything, and he will be
forever thankful, not only because God preserves and
protects his spiritual life, but also because God gives him,
day by day, life and breath and all things (Acts 17: 25).

 “He will die in peace in the confidence that the one Who
gives and preserves life also takes it away again, and that
God is the faithful Father of His people, even in death.”



 Our Reformed Confessions say: “NO!  Absolutely not!”
 Canons of Dordt, Head 1, Art. 15 – And this decree of reprobation … by no means

makes God the author of sin (the very thought of which is blasphemy), but declares
Him to be an awful, irreprehensible, and righteous judge and avenger thereof.

 Belgic Confession, Art. 13 – … nevertheless, God neither is the author of, nor can
be charged with, the sins that are committed. For His power and goodness are so
great and incomprehensible, that He orders and executes His will in the most
excellent and just manner, even then when devils and wicked men act unjustly.

 Why God cannot be the author of sin:

1. Impossible for God to be the author of sin because He hates sin.

2. God decreed sin, but depraved man is the moral origin of sin.

3. Man is fully responsible for sin because man wilfully commits sin.

4. God always has a good purpose in His plan, control, and use of sin.

EXTRA: Does The Truth Of Providence 
Imply That God Is The Author Of Sin?



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #14

THE CREATION AND FALL OF MAN, 
AND HIS INCAPACITY TO PERFORM 

WHAT IS TRULY GOOD

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Does It Mean That We Were 
Created In God’s Image?

 GENESIS 1:26-27
 “Image” is the same as “likeness.”  Man was like God.
 Cp. a child being in the “image” of his father/mother.
 Man was spiritually like God: perfect, sinless, holy, pure.
 The image refers especially to man’s original rectitude.
 Man was sinless and thus was capable of doing good.

 Notes:
 The image of God in man consisted of three things.
 Man completely lost the image when he fell into sin.
 The image of God is restored in man (only in the elect) 

when he is regenerated and saved.



• Colossians 3:10 – “And have put on the new man, which is renewed 
in knowledge after the image of him that created him.”

• In their heads they knew God spiritually.

True KNOWLEDGE

• Ephesians 4:24 – “And that ye put on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteousness …”

• With their hands they served God as commanded.

True RIGHTEOUSNESS

• Ephesians 4:24 – “And that ye put on the new man, which after God 
is created in … true holiness.”

• With their hearts they loved God perfectly.

True HOLINESS

THE THREE PARTS OF THE IMAGE



b.  If Man Himself, As Well As
Everything Else, Was Created Good,

Where Did Sin Come From?
 Man was created good, but with the ability to sin.  The 

same was true of the devil (Satan).

 Satan willfully rebelled against God & fell into sin (Isaiah 
14:12-15).  He then tempted man to sin – Genesis 3.

 Man freely chose to serve Satan and to commit sin.
 Man was not forced, but “willfully subjected himself to sin.”
 Man “made himself liable to corporal and spiritual death.”

 NB: God was sovereign over all this.
 God eternally decreed and planned it.  God directed the 

devil and man and everything they did.
 But man himself chose to sin against God, and thus brought 

upon himself God’s punishment of death (total depravity).



c.  Did Adam And Eve Have A Free
Will Before They Fell Into Sin?
Do You And I Have A Free Will?

 What is a “free will”?
 “Free will” does not refer to ability to choose either good or evil.
 A “free will” is the freedom and ability to choose and do good.
 It is opposite to a “bound will” – only able to sin.  John 8:33-34.

 Adam and Eve had a free will.  They were able to choose and 
do good, thus able to serve God perfectly.  Ecclesiastes 7:29.

 Three Statements re Man (Augustine of Hippo (354-430)):
 Before He Fell into Sin:  “Able Not To Sin”
 After The Fall into Sin: “Not Able Not To Sin”
 As Restored by Christ:  “Not Able To Sin”

 Thus, only the regenerated/saved child of God has a free will.



“FREE WILL”

It is important that we speak of freedom and bondage the way Scripture does.
To be in bondage is to be a servant of sin and Satan. To be free is to be liberated
from this, so that we are able to do that which is good in the eyes of God.

This, of course, is not the way that sinful man views freedom. He thinks he is
free when he is able to do whatever he wants. But what sinful man wants is
always evil. And for a man to pursue the evil that he wants is not to be free, but
to be enslaved.

Jesus pointed this out when responding to some Jews who denied that they
were in bondage. Jesus had just finished saying that those who continued in
His word were truly His disciples, and that His disciples would know the truth ,
and that the truth would set them free. To this these Jews responded, and said:
“We be Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest
thou, Ye shall be made free?” (John 8:33b). Jesus then explained that the
freedom He was talking about was a spiritual freedom. “Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin” (John 8: 34).

So if we are going to speak of freedom the way our Lord did, we will say that to
have a free will is to have a will that is not enslaved to sin. It is to have a
righteous and holy will that brings forth the fruit of good actions.

WHAT IS FREE WILL?
Rev. J. Laning, Standard Bearer, Feb. 1, 2014



“FREE WILL”

Article 14 – “Therefore we reject all that is taught
repugnant to this concerning the free will of man,
since man is but a slave to sin, and has nothing of
himself, unless it is given from heaven.”

Proof that man does not have a free will is the fact 
that any good that anyone does is only because of 
the work of Christ in him.   Article 14 itself quotes:
 John 6:44

 II Corinthians 3:5

 Philippians 4:13

 John 15:5

REJECTION OF THE IDEA THAT MAN 
STILL HAS A “FREE WILL”



d.  What Is Meant By
Total Depravity?

 Article 14 states the following:
 “corrupted his whole nature”
 “spiritual death”
 “wicked, perverse, and corrupt in all his ways”
 “has lost all his excellent gifts”
 “all the light which is in us is changed into darkness”
 “man is a slave to sin”

 Explanation of Total Depravity:
 Man completely lost the image of God – his rectitude.
 Every part of every person is completely (100%) depraved.
 Since man has no good in him, he can do no good – only sin.
 An unregenerate person cannot do even one good thing.



“FREE WILL”

CANONS OF DORDT, HEADS III/IV, ARTICLE 1

 Man was originally formed after the image of God.
His understanding was adorned with a true and
saving knowledge of his Creator, and of spiritual
things; his heart and will were upright; all his
affections pure; and the whole man was holy;

 But revolting from God by the instigation of the devil,
and abusing the freedom of his own will, he forfeited
these excellent gifts; and on the contrary entailed on
himself blindness of mind, horrible darkness, vanity
and perverseness of judgment, became wicked,
rebellious, and obdurate in heart and will, and impure
in his affections.

COMPLETE LOSS OF GOD’S IMAGE



e.  What Is Meant By The “Few Remains” 
Of Our Excellent Gifts From God?  How 
Do These Leave Man Without Excuse?

 Man did completely lose the image of God.
 Art. 14 – he lost “all” his excellent gifts, and “all” the 

light which was in us is changed into darkness.
 John 8:44 – man is by nature in the image of the devil.
 Also Eph. 4:24 and Col. 3:10 teach the image was lost.

 But man is still an “image bearer” after the fall.
 The “few remains” refers to him remaining a rational, 

moral, and responsible creature – one who has 
understanding, has a will, makes decisions, etc.

 Man did not become an animal, but remained a 
rational, moral human being (Canons III/IV, 16).



f.  What Are The Three Points Of 
Common Grace?  How Are These A 
Denial Of Man’s Total Depravity?

 HISTORY:
 Adopted by the CRC in North America in 1924.

 Opposed by 3 ministers: Hoeksema, Ophoff, Danhof

 These three men were deposed from office (wrongly).

 This all led to the start of the PRCA denomination in 1924.

 SUMMARY
 (1) God’s grace is common to all – to elect & to reprobate.

 (2) Spirit restrains sin in the hearts of all – also reprobates.

 (3) The unregenerate/unsaved are able to do good works.



f.  What Are The Three Points Of 
Common Grace?  How Are These A 
Denial Of Man’s Total Depravity?

 SECOND POINT: … touching the restraint of sin in the
life of the individual man and of society in general, Synod
declares that according to Scripture and the Confession,
there is such a restraint of sin. … God by a general
operation of His Spirit, without renewing the heart,
restrains the unbridled manifestation of sin, so that life
in human society remains possible; …

 THIRD POINT: … touching the performance of so-called
civic righteousness by the unregenerate, Synod declares
that according to Scripture and the Confession, the
unregenerate, though incapable of doing any spiritual
good (Canons III, IV, 3) are able to perform such civic
good. … God without renewing the heart, exercises such
an influence upon man that he is enabled to do civic
good; …



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #15

ORIGINAL SIN

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Is Original Sin?

 Original Sin consists of two things:
1. ORIGINAL POLLUTION
 BC: “a corruption of the whole nature … which produces in man

all sorts of sins, being in him the root thereof.”
 Total Depravity.  Every human is conceived and born with a 

totally depraved nature (Psalm 51:5) and is by nature 
spiritually dead (Rom. 5:12).  Isaiah 64:6-7, Rom. 3:10ff.

2. ORIGINAL GUILT
 BC: “is so vile and abominable in the sight of God that it is

sufficient to condemn all mankind”
 We are all guilty before God for the sin of Adam.  He 

represented us and we sinned in him and with him.  Romans 
5:12 – “… for that all have sinned.”



a.  Who Has Original Sin?  Why
Do They Have It?

 Everyone has Original Sin (both pollution and guilt).
 Babies are born with it: “… wherewith infants themselves are 

infected even in their mother’s womb”
 Therefore everyone deserves to be eternally condemned by God 

– even without committing an actual sinful deed.

 Why Does Everyone Have It?
 Because Adam was our LEGAL Head/Representative
 We all sinned when Adam sinned.
 God’s judgment for sin came upon all mankind.

 Because Adam was our ORGANIC Head
 Original sin is like a “hereditary disease” that is passed on to 

every human.  Sinful parents produce sinful children.
 BC: “We reject the error of the Pelagians, who assert that sin 

proceeds only from imitation.”



b.  Explain How Sin is Like a Disease

1. A disease within the human race!
 It is “hereditary” – everyone receives it and has it.
 Parents can only produce children who are sinners (Job 14:4)

 Romans 5:12 – “… by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, …”

 Jesus the only exception, because He had no human father.

2. A disease within a person!
 Sin is a spiritual disease in each human being.
 If it is not treated, it will spread – compare to cancer.
 It affects all a person’s thoughts, words, and deeds.
 As the BC states, it is the “root” and “source” and 

“fountain” of all that a person does.



c.  What Biblical Proofs Show That 
The View Of Pelagians Is Wrong?

 Pelagian View:
 Man is born neutral.  He sees others sin and imitates them.

 If someone was isolated from others, he would not sin.

 Main Error of Pelagian View: They teach that sin is simply 
in the deed, and thus they deny that sin is in the heart.

 SCRIPTURES: Psalm 51:5, Romans 3:10ff, Romans 5:12, 
Romans 7:17-18, etc.  (Some other texts?)

 Questions:
 Did Cain kill Abel because he imitated someone else?

 Did Peter deny Christ because he copied someone else?

 Are those who isolate themselves able to be without sin?



d. What Does It Mean To “Rest 
Securely In Sin”?  How Do It?  Why?

 Meaning: To become comfortable with a sin.  Not fight 
against a sin.  Not confess and repent of a sin.

 In What Ways Do We Perhaps Do This?
 We each have our besetting sins – different for each person.

 Examples: Lies, Covetousness, Adultery, Hatred, ….

 For What Reasons Might We Be Tempted To Do So?
 Because sin blinds us to our sins.

 Because we wrongly appeal to God’s sovereignty over sin.

 Because we say we cannot help it to commit a certain sin.

 Because a sin seems less serious the more we commit it.



e. What Effect Should The Truth Of 
Original Sin Have On Us?

 HUMILITY
 We “often sigh.”  We are nothing.  No natural goodness in 

us.  Romans 7:24 – “O wretched man that I am! …”
 Psalm 51:4 – “Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and 

done this evil in thy sight: …”

 SEEK CHRIST
 Look to Him alone for salvation – Acts 4:12.
 Believe and trust in Him alone for deliverance and pardon.

 THANKFULNESS
 Sin “is not imputed to the children of God unto condemnation.”
 All our sins are washed away by Christ (not by baptism).

 LONG FOR HEAVEN – heavenly perfection (Rev. 21:3-4).



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #16

ETERNAL ELECTION

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  Why Are Some People Chosen By 
God, And Others Are Not?

 BC: Because God “in His eternal and unchangeable
counsel, of mere goodness, hath elected [them] in Christ
Jesus our Lord, without any respect to their works”

 Negatively: Not because of anything in man.  Not 
because of any good in those whom He chose.
 Romans 3:12, Romans 9:11, Deuteronomy 7:7-8, I John 

4:10, Romans 11:5-6, etc.

 Positively: Only because of His eternal good pleasure.  
God chose some because He was pleased to do so.
 Psalm 115:3, John 15:16, Romans 9:15-16, Romans 9:18,  

II Timothy 1:9, etc.



b.  How is it just/fair of God to condemn 
some to hell even though they did

not personally eat the forbidden fruit?
 BC: God is “just in leaving others in the fall and perdition 

wherein they have involved themselves.”
 I Corinthians 15:22 – “For as in Adam all die, …”
 Romans 5:12 – “… and so death passed upon all men, for

that all have sinned.”

 Explanation:
 The reprobate deserve hell because of their sins (original 

and actual), and because they sin willfully.
 The wicked are not reprobated by God because of their 

sins.  Reprobation is unconditional.
 But the wicked are condemned by God to hell and  will be 

punished in hell on account of their sins.



c.  God could have brought people to 
heaven without sin happening.  Why did 
He decree the fall, reprobation, & hell?

 God decreed all things (including sin, the reprobate, 
and hell) for His own glory!  Romans 9:17, 22-23.

 How is God glorified?
 God is glorified by the display of His justice in eternally 

punishing those who rebel and sin against Him.

 God is glorified by sin being the black background which 
shows the greatness and wonder of His grace.

 God is glorified by the praises of the elect – eternally 
praising Him for saving them from the hell that they 
deserve on account of their sin.  Ephesians 1:4-6



What should belief in the truth 
of Predestination produce in us?

HUMILITY before God.  Personally humbled that He has chosen you.

SUBMISSION to God and His sovereign will.  He is the sovereign “potter.”

COMFORT (rather than anxiety) for now and the future.  If you are elect, all is 
well now and forever.

THANKFULNESS – Praise God for His amazing grace in choosing and saving an 
undeserving sinner.

ZEAL FOR PREACHING – while the world remains, God still has His elect in the 
world and saves them by means of preaching.  Matthew 24:14, I Corinthians 1:21.



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #17

THE RECOVERY OF FALLEN MAN

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  Explain What “Temporal Death” 
And “Spiritual Death” Are.

 GENESIS 2:17 – “But of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”

 Death is God’s Punishment for Sin:
 “Temporal Death” – refers to physical death.

 “Spiritual Death” – refers to man’s total depravity.

 “Eternal Death” – refers to the punishment of hell.



b.  Why Did Adam & Eve Flee From 
God’s Presence After They Sinned?

 GENESIS 3:8-9 – “And they heard the voice of the
LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the
garden. And the LORD God called unto Adam, and
said unto him, Where art thou?”

 Explanation:
 A&E tried to hide from God: (1) by hiding in the trees, and 

(2) by covering themselves with fig leaves.
 Why?  Because they knew they were GUILTY.  God’s 

presence always gives the sinner a sense of his/her guilt.



c.  How Did God Comfort Adam & 
Eve?  How Does God Comfort Us?

 Belgic Confession:
 “promising him that He would give His Son”

 “promising him that He … would make him happy”

 Explanation:
 God gave the promise of salvation through His Son.

 God showed them that He loved them – I John 4:10.

 God fulfilled His promise.  He always does.

 This promise and reality are the source of our comfort.

 H.C., LD 1 – our only comfort is to belong to Jesus.



d.  What Verse In Genesis 3 Contains 
God’s Promise Of The Savior?  Why Is 

This Called The “Mother Promise”?

 GENESIS 3:15 – “And I will put enmity between thee and
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

 The Promise:
 God promised to send the “Seed” of the woman – Gal. 3:16.
 God promised the victory of that Seed over the Devil & his seed.
 This promise was especially fulfilled at the cross – Heb. 2:14.

 The Mother Promise:
 All promises in Scripture flow out of this promise.  They are 

repetitions of this promise.
 Basically God always gives the one, same promise to His people 

– in different words and ways at different times.



e.  Why Was It Necessary For God To 
Give And Send His Son?  Couldn’t

He Save In Some Other Way?

 God’s JUSTICE MUST BE SATISFIED.
 The Savior must be DIVINE to bear the wrath of God.

 He must be HUMAN because man sinned against God.

 He must be SINLESS to be punished for sins of others.

 Other ways of saving the elect were not possible.
 God could not simply ignore sin.

 God could not accept man’s works.

 God could not punish another creature for man’s sins.

 Etc.



f.  How Does God Make Us Happy?  What 
Should We Seek Happiness In?  Is It 

Possible To Be Truly Happy In This Life?

 HAPPINESS
 Not found in earthly things.  Simply temporary happiness.

 True happiness and joy is only through salvation in Jesus Christ.

 God makes us happy with “the joy of salvation” (Ps. 51:12).

 God gives us the joy of the forgiveness of our sins.

 TRULY HAPPY
 Cannot fully and always have true happiness in this life.

 Psalm 16:11 – “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence 
is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures evermore.”

 Psalm 17:15 – “As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I 
shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.”


