
• OVERVIEW:



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #18

THE INCARNATION OF JESUS 
CHRIST

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Was God’s One Promise In The 
Old Testament?  In What Different

Ways Was It Given?
 God’s One Promise in the OT:
 To send His Son to save His people from their sins –

i.e., from the wrath and punishment they deserve.

 Genesis 3:15 – the “Mother Promise.”

 Given In Different Ways:
 By Prophecy – by the spoken Word of God.

 By Types:
 E.g., sacrifices, feasts, temple, laws, etc.

 E.g., individuals who were types of Christ.

 E.g., the types in the history of the OT church.



b.  How Had God Prepared Things In The 
World For The Time Of Christ’s Birth?

 God’s Timing:
 BC: “He sent into the world, at the time appointed by 

Him, His own, only-begotten and eternal Son”
 Galatians 4:4 – God sent His Son “when the fullness of 

the time was come.”

 God’s Preparation:
 Roman Rule: thus roads, peace, death penalty.
 Greek as the common language of the people.
 Old Testament Scripture complete and available.
 The true church and true believers only a remnant.
 The birth of John the Baptist as the forerunner.



c.  Why Was It Necessary That Christ 
Be Conceived By The Holy Spirit?

 This was necessary so that He would be sinless.

 By means of this conception through the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus Christ had no human father.

 In this way He was preserved from Original Sin.  He 
was without original guilt and original pollution.

 Thus He was also without Actual Sin.  He did not have 
original pollution, thus He could not commit any sins.



d.  Why Was It Necessary For Jesus Christ 
To Have, Not Only A Human Body,

But Also A Human Soul?

 This was necessary so that Jesus Christ could fully 
and completely save His people from their sins.
 BC: “For since the soul was lost as well as the body, it

was necessary that he should take both upon him, to
save both.”

 The Names & Descriptions of the Mediator given in 
this article show He was a “real man” – fully human.
 “a partaker of the flesh and blood of the children”

 “Fruit” – “Seed” – “Branch” – “Shoot” – “Root”



e.  How Is It Comforting To Us That 
Christ Is Called “Immanuel”?

 IMMANUEL means “God With Us” (Matt. 1:23).
 This name expresses that our Savior is Divine.

 God Himself came to earth to save us.

 COMFORTING:
 Because He is Immanuel, He is able to save us 

(Hebrews 2:16-18).

 Because He is Immanuel, He is able to sympathize 
with us (Hebrews 4:15-16).



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #19

UNION AND DISTINCTION OF THE TWO 
NATURES IN THE PERSON OF CHRIST

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  How Many Persons And Natures
Did The Lord Jesus Christ Have,

And What Are They?

 BC: “We believe that by this conception the person of the
Son is inseparably united and connected with the human
nature, so that there are not two Son of God, nor two
persons, but two natures united in one single person;”

 ONE PERSON – the Person of the Son of God, the 
Second Person of the Holy Trinity.

 TWO NATURES:
 A Divine Nature: which is uncreated, eternal, everywhere 

present, and thus truly divine.
 A Human Nature: which is finite, had a beginning, and is 

truly human (complete human nature, both body & soul).



b.  What Are Some Of The Evidences 
From Scripture That Christ

Was Truly Human?

 Matthew 4:3 – Hunger.

 John 19:28 – Thirst.

 John 11:35 – Sadness.

 Mark 6:31 – Tiredness.

 Mark 4:38 – Sleep.

 Any others?



c.  In What Ways Did Christ Show, While 
On Earth, That He Was Divine?

In What Ways Did He Hide This?

 SHOWING His Divinity:
 Miracles

 Preaching

 Knowledge of men’s 
thoughts/hearts

 Knowledge of who was 
elect and reprobate

 His transfiguration

 (Any other ways?)

 HIDING His Divinity:
 Lowly birth

 Limiting His miracles

 Not bringing judgments 
upon His enemies

 Not knowing the day of 
His return

 Remaining on the cross

 (Any other ways?)



d.  Why Do Our Salvation And 
Resurrection Depend On The

Reality Of Jesus Christ’s Body?
 I JOHN 3:2 – “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth

not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he
is.” (See also I Corinthians 15:20)

 Explanation:
 These bodies we now have will be raised from the dead.
 God will not create new, different bodies for us.  If He did, we 

wouldn’t be ourselves anymore, but someone else.
 Besides, Christ saved us both soul and body!

 Our final resurrection depends on Christ’s resurrection.
 He was the firstfruits and led the way through His resurrection. 

We will follow Him.  Our resurrection will be like His.
 If He did not rise from the dead in a real, human body, we 

wouldn’t either – our bodies would not be raised again.



e.  Why Is It Important & Necessary For 
Our Salvation That He Be Very God?  

Why Must He Also Be Very Man?
GOD/DIVINE

 BC: “very God by His power to conquer death”

 HC: Q&A 17. Why must he in one person be also very God?
Answer: That he might, by the power of his Godhead sustain
in his human nature, the burden of God's wrath; and might
obtain for, and restore to us, righteousness and life.

MAN/HUMAN

 BC: “very man that He might die for us according to the
infirmity of His flesh” (See also 1st sentence of BC Art. 20)

 HC, Q&A 16. Why must he be very man, and also perfectly
righteous? Answer: Because the justice of God requires that
the same human nature which hath sinned, should likewise
make satisfaction for sin; and one, who is himself a sinner,
cannot satisfy for others.



EXTRAS for ARTICLE 19

 Christ’s IMMORTALITY
 “He hath by His resurrection given immortality to the same”

(i.e., to His human nature).
 Christ gives immortality (fact that one is not able to die) to those 

He saves.  A blessing of salvation only for the elect.

 He first of all gave that immortality to His own human nature by 
His resurrection.

 Christ’s HUMANITY
 “He hath not changed the reality of His human nature”

 His human nature did not become divine, but is still human.

 This is a refutation of the Lutheran error of “ubiquity.”



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #20

GOD HATH MANIFESTED HIS 
JUSTICE AND MERCY IN CHRIST

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Is Meant By Christ’s Passion?  
When Did It Occur?   What Did It
Include?   What Made It “Bitter”?

 Christ’s “passion” refers to His SUFFERING on earth.

 It occurred ALL HIS LIFE on earth, but it was very severe 
at the end of His earthly life, especially on the cross.

 It included all of His STATE OF HUMILIATION: (1) Lowly 
Birth, (2) Life-long Suffering, (3) Death by Crucifixion, 
(4) Burial, (5) Descending into Hell.

 It was “bitter” (severe) because:
 (1) The curse was on Him (i.e., He suffered hell).
 (2) He was innocent & did not personally deserve any of it.
 (3) Eternal suffering compressed into 1 lifetime (into 3 hrs).
 (4) His own Father brought all the suffering upon Him.



b.  What Is Meant By Christ’s Death 
As “Satisfaction”?

 BC: The Son of God made satisfaction by bearing 
the punishment of sin by His most bitter passion 
and death.

 SATISFACTION
 Who Was Satisfied? – God was satisfied/content.

 Why Was God Satisfied? – Because the debt for all the sins 
of the elect had been paid in full.

 How Was God Satisfied? – By His Son making atonement 
through bearing the eternal punishment for all the sins of 
all the elect.



c.  What Is The Relationship Between
The Resurrection Of Christ

And Our Justification?

 God Raised Christ: Acts 2:24, Acts 3:15, Romans 4:25

 Explanation:
 God raised His Son to show His approval of all Christ’s 

saving work, especially His work on the cross.

 Through raising Him, God expressed His agreement with 
Christ’s words: “It is finished!”

 Through raising Him, God declared that Christ had fully 
satisfied His wrath and thus attained our righteousness.

 Note: If Christ had not been raised from the dead, we 
would still be in our sin (I Cor. 15:17) – still unrighteous.



d.  In What Statement(s) Does This 
Article Point Out That Our
Salvation Is All Of Grace?

 Grace = the undeserved favor of God.

 Belgic Confession:
 God sent His Son “to bear the punishment of sin” in 

our place.

 God “laid our iniquities upon” His Son instead of 
laying them and the punishment for them upon us.

 God “poured forth His mercy and goodness on us, 
who were guilty and worthy of damnation”.

 God did all this “out of mere and perfect love”.



EXTRAS for ARTICLE 20

 IMMORTALITY
 Is mentioned in Article 20, in addition to eternal life.  Are 

“immortality” and “eternal life” the same or different?

 Explanation: Immortality = Eternal Life.  (A hendiadys – the 
“and” can be understood as “which is.”)

 GOD’S ATTRIBUTES
 The atonement is discussed in Article 20 from the viewpoint of 

God’s attributes of “justice” and “mercy.”

 Why?  Because of Roman Catholicism, which presents God as 
especially a God of wrath, Whose wrath we must pacify.

 But God is both just & merciful at the same time, as seen at the 
cross.  Thus, not a God to be feared by those who are in Christ.



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #21

THE SATISFACTION OF CHRIST,

OUR HOLY HIGH PRIEST, FOR US

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Does It Mean That Christ Is
Our “High Priest”?

 He is our “High Priest” because He offered Himself.  Note: 
(1) He made the offering, and (2) He was the offering.

 Article 21 places a lot of emphasis on this:
 He presented Himself in our behalf before the Father.
 He offered Himself on the tree of the cross.
 He poured out His precious blood to purge away our sins.

 Article 21 shows how very Biblical this is:
 He was wounded for our transgressions.
 He was bruised for our iniquities.
 He was brought as a lamb to the slaughter.
 He was numbered with the transgressors.
 He suffered, the just for the unjust.



a.  Why Is Christ Our “Only”
High Priest?

 He is our “Only” High Priest because no one else can be.
 We cannot be our own high priests to make sacrifice for sin.
 No other man can be our high priest to make such sacrifice.
 No other sacrifice done by anyone can pay for sin.

 Hebrews 10:4, 11-14.
 (11) – “Every priest standeth daily ministering and offering often-

times the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.”
 (14) – “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that

are sanctified.”

 Thus Jesus Christ alone can and does save us.
 BC: “With His stripes we are healed.”
 BC: “He restored that which He took not away.”
 BC: He “hath suffered all this for the remission of our sins.”



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM
LORD’S DAY 12

Question 31
Why is He called Christ, that is, anointed?

Answer: “Because He is ordained of God 
the Father, and anointed with the Holy 

Ghost … to be our only High Priest, Who by 
the one sacrifice of His body has redeemed 

us, …”



b.  Why Is Christ A Priest “After The 
Order Of Melchisedec,” And Not
After The Order Of Aaron/Levi?

 Melchisedec was uniquely the only man in the Old 
Testament who was a Priest-King.
 Other kings were prophets too (e.g., David, Solomon), 

but no other king was also a priest.
 Any king who tried also to be a priest was severely 

punished (e.g., Saul, Uzziah).

 Scriptures:
 Genesis 14:18
 Psalm 110:4
 Hebrews 7:1-3
 Hebrews 7:17



JOHN CALVIN – Comparisons 
Between Christ And Melchisedec

1. Both received the title “king of righteousness,”
although our Savior alone reigns in perfection.

2. The official position of both was bound up with
“peace,” although only Christ by His finished work on
the cross gives perfect peace for time and eternity.

3. Both are “without beginning and end of days,” but
only to the eternal Son do these words apply
exhaustively.

4. Both “blessed” Abraham and in him his seed,
although the Savior alone is able to give eternal
blessings.

Calvin’s Commentary on Hebrews



c.  One Of The Main Things This Article 
Teaches Is Christ’s “Substitutionary 

Atonement.”  What Does This Mean?

 ATONEMENT
 To make amends for a wrong that has been done – by 

suffering the punishment, and by paying off the debt.
 Christ reconciled us to God (made us one with God and right 

with God) by His suffering and death.

 SUBSTITUTIONARY
 Christ took our place.  He did it instead of us and for us.
 BC: He presented Himself “in our behalf.”
 BC: He offered Himself “to purge away our sins.”
 BC: He “suffered, the just for the unjust.”
 BC: He felt the “punishment which our sins had merited.”
 BC: He “suffered all this for the remission of our sins.”



d. What Other Ways Of Being Reconciled 
To God Do Some Seek Or Invent?  How 

Might We Be Tempted To Do So?

 Roman Catholicism:
 Reconciliation with God by means of man’s works.
 Reconciliation with God by means of the Mass.
 Reconciliation with God by punishment in purgatory.

 Arminianism:
 Reconciliation with God by means of man’s will – a “free 

will” that chooses God and chooses to be saved by Christ.
 I.e., Reconciliation by man’s work of believing in Christ.

 We Ourselves:
 Tempted to think we can do things that will appease God.
 But Scriptures: Matthew 1:21, Acts 4:12.



e. How Do We Find Comfort In Christ’s 
Wounds?  I.e., What Are The Benefits Of 
His Suffering Mentioned In This Article?

 BC: “… in whose wounds we find all manner of 
consolation.”

 Our Consolation/Comfort:
 He has “appeased God’s wrath.”
 He has “purged away our sins.”
 He has “restored” to us what we lost.
 He was “forsaken” by God – thus we never will be.
 He has “reconciled us to God.”
 His was the “only sacrifice, once offered” for us.
 He has “made us perfect forever.”


