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BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #22

FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



INTRODUCTION:
WHAT IS SOTERIOLOGY?

 Six sections of Reformed Doctrine:
 Finished Theology, Anthropology, and Christology.
 Now up to Soteriology: truths concerning salvation.

 How is “Soteriology” related to “Christology”?
 CHRISTOLOGY = the work of Christ FOR us.
 SOTERIOLOGY = the work of Christ IN us.

 In soteriology we study the Order of Salvation – the blessings of 
salvation and the order in which they are given to us.

 TITUS 3:4-6 – “But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour
toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;”



a.  What Is “Upright Faith”?
(Cf. Lord’s Day 7 of Heidelberg Catechism)

“UPRIGHT FAITH” refers to “TRUE/GENUINE FAITH”
 In contrast to False Faiths, which seem to be true but are not.
 E.g., Historical Faith, Miraculous Faith, Temporary Faith.

 True Faith is:
 A BOND that unites us to Christ (the perspective in this Article).
 An ACTIVITY in the believer: Knowledge, and Confidence.

 The OBJECT of True Faith is Christ:
 By faith we “attain the true knowledge of this great mystery” 

(i.e., the mystery mentioned in the previous article of the BC).
 Faith “embraces Jesus Christ with all His merits, appropriates 

Him, and seeks nothing more besides Him.”

 True Faith is a GIFT of God.  It is not produced by man, but 
given to the elect and worked in them by the Holy Spirit.



b.  What Makes Jesus Christ Our 
“Complete” Savior?

 Because He did all the work of salvation.
 He did not need or get anyone else’s help to do it.
 Those He saves are not required to (and cannot) do any of it.
 He did not leave any of the work of salvation unfinished.

 What He did:
 He fully paid for our sins, so that we are acquitted.
 He earned complete salvation for us – righteousness, etc.
 He saves from all aspects of sin: guilt, power, punishment, etc.

 Confessions:
 BC: “those who possess Jesus Christ through faith have complete 

salvation in Him.”
 HC (LD 11): “they who by a true faith receive this Savior must 

find all things in Him necessary to their salvation.”



c.  In What Ways Do Some Assert That 
“Christ Is Not Sufficient” As A Savior?

 Some say “something more is required besides Him.”
 You will be saved because you do good works.

 You will be saved because of the good works of others.

 You will be saved because you are punished for your sins.

 You will be saved because you make a choice.

 You will be saved because you believe in Jesus.

 Etc.

 BC strongly condemns this (i.e., condemns Rome):
 “For any to assert Christ is not sufficient … is blasphemy.”

 Anyone who does so makes Christ to be “but half a Savior.”



d.  List At Least Four Important Truths 
Matt. 1:21 Teaches About Our Savior.

 He is the SAVIOR – “Jesus”

 He saves FROM SIN – “from their sins”

 He saves THE ELECT – “his people”

 He is the ONLY Savior – “he”

 His salvation is CERTAIN – “shall”

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.”



e.  What Is The Difference Between 
Being Justified “BECAUSE OF” Faith

And Being Justified “BY” faith?
 “Because of faith.”  (Cf. PRCA history in 1953)
 This would mean that faith is a condition.
 Faith would be the basis of or reason for someone to be saved.

 “By faith.”
 This means that faith is a means or instrument for salvation.   

Cp. Medicine – one becomes healthy by means of it.
 Faith is the bond to Jesus Christ by which we receive salvation.   

Cp. faith to a water pipeline, or an electrical wire.

 Scriptures and BC teach we are justified “BY” faith:
 “we are justified by faith alone, or by faith without works”
 “we do not mean that faith itself justifies us, for it is only an 

instrument with which we embrace Christ our righteousness”
 “faith is an instrument that keeps us in communion with Him in 

all His benefits”



f.  Why Is It Important To Maintain 
That We Are Justified By Faith Alone?

 So we confess that Christ is our only and complete 
Savior, and seek all our salvation in Him alone.

 So we do not think we are saved by our works, and thus 
become proud/boastful concerning our salvation.
 Romans 3:27 – all boasting is excluded.
 Ephesians 2:9 – not saved by works, lest we boast.

 So that God alone is honored/glorified/praised for the 
salvation of His people.
 Romans 11:36 – glory to God for ever.
 Psalm 115:1 – glory to God alone.
 II Corinthians 9:15 – thanks to God for His gift.



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #23

JUSTIFICATION

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  Why Is “Remission Of Our Sins” 
The Main Thing In Our Salvation?

 We are sinners who deserve eternal death.
 Romans 6:23 – “The wages of sin is death.” 

 Deserve death because of original sin and actual sins.

 The death we deserve is eternal – i.e., God’s wrath in hell.

 Every sinner deserves this, for all the world is guilty 
before God (Romans 3:19, 23).

 Our greatest need is to have sins forgiven.  (Phil. 3:7-9)
 Without it, we are under God’s wrath – now and eternally.

 If our sins are forgiven, then we are righteous before God.

 If forgiven, we do not face the punishment of hell. 

 If forgiven, we know all is well for us no matter what.



b.  What Is Justification?

 BC: “God imputes righteousness to him (man) without 
works.”    God “covers all our iniquities.”

 God graciously declares the elect sinner to be without 
guilt, and thus perfectly righteous before Him.
 Justification is God “declaring” something about us and to 

us: “You are innocent!”  Numbers 23:21, II Corinthians 5:19
 God declares this because He imputes the righteousness 

of Christ to us.  He thus sees us, not as we are in ourselves, 
but as we are in Christ.  Romans 8:1, Colossians 1:14

 God also lets us know that we are justified.
 He declares it to us in the preaching of the gospel.
 He works faith in us by the Spirit so we believe (have “a 

certain knowledge” and “an assured confidence”).



c.  What Is It That Makes The Child 
Of God Truly Happy?  Why?

 Not earthly things.  Any happiness that earthly things 
give is shallow and fleeting and temporary.

 True and lasting happiness comes from the knowledge 
and assurance of the forgiveness of sins.
 PSALM 32:1-2 – “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,

whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD
imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.”

 ROMANS 4:6-7 – “Even as David also describeth the
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose
iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.”

 MATTHEW 5:4 – “Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall
be comforted.”



d.  What, According To This Article, Is 
The Proper Response Of The Believer

To The Truth Of Justification?
 Belgic Confession:
 “ascribing all the glory to God”
 “humbling ourselves before Him” (God)
 “acknowledging ourselves to be such as we really are”
 “not trust in any thing in ourselves, or in any merit of ours”
 “relying and resting upon the obedience of Christ crucified”
 “believe in Him” (Christ)

 Three Main Things:
 Glorify God
 Humble Ourselves
 Believe in Christ Alone



e.  What Blessings Of Justification 
Does This Article Mention?

 BC: The righteousness of Christ “is sufficient to 
cover all our iniquities.”

 BC: the righteousness of Christ is sufficient “to give 
us confidence in approaching to God.”

 BC: Christ’s righteousness “frees the conscience of 
fear, terror, and dread.”

 BC: We have no need to “follow the example of our 
first father, Adam, who, trembling, attempted to 
cover himself with fig leaves.”



EXTRA:
When And How Are We Justified?

1. ETERNALLY – God decreed to justify the elect.  That is, 
He chose us in Christ, and eternally views us as justified 
(righteous) in His Son.  Num. 23:21, Eph. 1:4-6.

2. AT THE CROSS – Christ earned righteousness for us.  
Rom. 3:24, II Cor. 5:19, Eph. 5:25-27, Col. 1:14.

3. IN TIME (In Our Experience) – We are justified in our 
consciousness by means of faith.
 God tells us we are innocent.  He declares it to us in the 

preaching of the gospel.  Num. 23:21, Rom. 8:1.
 God causes us to know and to be sure of this by means of 

faith – Rom. 5:1, Eph. 2:8, Phil. 3:8-9, Acts 13:38-39. 

4. ON JUDGMENT DAY – We will be publicly justified at the 
end of time.  Matt. 25:31-46, Rev. 20:1-15.



EXTRA:
What Is The Basis Of Our Justification?

 Our justification must have a basis.  God does not and 
cannot arbitrarily justify people.

 Negatively, the basis is never man’s works.
 By nature (by ourselves), we can only sin.  Rom. 3:10-20.

 Good works are never a basis for justification (Rom. 3:28), 
but they are the fruit of justification (Phil. 2:13).

 Positively, the basis is the obedience of Christ.
 Christ died for us, blotted out our guilt, fulfilled the law 

for us, and thus earned righteousness for us.

 His resurrection is the proof of our justification, for it 
showed He finished His work for us.  Rom. 4:25.



EXTRA: Does James 2:14-16
Teach Justification By Works?

 JAMES 2:14-16 – “What doth it profit, my brethren, though
a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save
him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily
food, 16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those
things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?”

 Explanation:
 Other texts very clearly teach we are not justified by works 

– Rom. 3:27-28, 4:5, 5:1, Gal. 2:16, 3:11, Eph. 2:8, Phil. 3:9.
 James 2 teaches that a true faith produces good works, as 

fruits that show faith is genuine.  Matt. 7:16-20, Luke 7:47.
 God not only justifies, but also sanctifies His elect.



EXTRA: Explain Romans 2:13 In Light
Of Justification By Faith Alone

(12) For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish
without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be
judged by the law; (13) (For not the hearers of the law are just
before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. …) (16) In
the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ
according to my gospel.

 Explanation:
 Referring (vs. 16) to the justification that will occur at the final 

judgment.  Everyone will be judged according to works (vs. 12).

 Only those will be justified on that day who have shown by their 
works during their lives that they are the elect.  Cf. Matt. 25:34f.

 But no one will be justified by/because of works, for no one is 
able to keep the law perfectly.  We need Christ’s righteousness!



“Although we are justified 
by faith without any works, 
the faith that justifies is 
never without its works!”

D.J.Engelsma



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #24

MAN’S SANCTIFICATION

AND GOOD WORKS

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Is Sanctification? (1)

 BC: Sanctification refers to the Spirit working true faith and
regenerating the elect to “make him a new man, causing him
to live a new life, and freeing him from the bondage of sin.”

 BC: Sanctification means one lives “a pious and holy life.”

 BC: Sanctification means “it is impossible that this holy faith
can be unfruitful in man; … [but it is] a faith that worketh by
love, which excites man to the practice of those works which
God has commanded in His Word.”

 Definition: “Sanctification is that work of God whereby we
are delivered from the dominion and pollution of sin and
transformed according to the image of Christ.” [Essentials of
Reformed Doctrine, Lesson 23]



1. Separation from sin
 By nature we are under the power & control of sin.  We 

are enslaved, & can only sin.  (Rom. 3:10-19)
 We are delivered from this.  We do not become 

perfect, but sin no longer rules us.  (Rom. 6:11)
 We hate our sin.  We fight against sin, the world, our 

flesh, and Satan.  (Rom. 7:14-25)

2. Consecration to God
 By nature we are devoted to sin/Satan (sin-seekers), 

and to ourselves (self-seekers).
 Spirit causes us to be devoted to God (Rom. 6:11).  We 

love Him, seek Him, and seek to do His will.
 The Spirit’s work within us reveals itself in our actually 

doing good works (Gal. 2:20, I Pet. 4:1-2).

a.  What Is Sanctification? (2)



WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN

JUSTIFICATION & SANCTIFICATION?

JUSTIFICATION SANCTIFICATION

A Judicial Act A Spiritual, Ethical Work

Occurs Outside of us Occurs Within us

Delivers from Guilt of Sin Delivers from Pollution of Sin

The Change of our State The Change of our Condition

Completed At Once A Continual Process

There’s A Close Relationship Between These Two:
o Justification is always First – Sanctification follows.

o Justification is the Basis for our Sanctification.

o Sanctification is the Inevitable Fruit of Justification.

o Sanctification is Certain: God sanctifies those He justifies.



b.  What Is The Relationship Between 
Justification And Good Works?

 BC:
 Justifying faith makes men live a pious & holy life, and 

causes them to do the works God has commanded.

 We are justified before we do good works, otherwise 
our works could not be good works – for the fruit of a 
true cannot be good before the tree itself is good.

 Explanation:
 Justification comes first – sanctification and good 

works follow as a fruit of justification.

 Our good works do not justify us – they never are or 
can be the basis for our justification.



c.  Why Don’t Our Good Works Merit 
Or Earn Anything Before God?

1. Because our good works are a fruit of salvation.
 We do them because we are already saved.
 We are justified before we do good works.

2. Because our good works are not our own.
 They are God’s works in us, and His “gifts” to us.
 He works in us to will and do of His good pleasure.
 He sanctifies our works by grace so they’re acceptable.

3. Because our good works are imperfect.
 Every work is polluted by our flesh, and punishable.
 One sin is sufficient for God to reject our good works.



Sanctification is all of grace. … When we are
sanctified, our salvation is not turned over to us
so that we alone become responsible for it. In
sanctification, we do not suddenly begin to
‘cooperate’ with God so that our salvation is no
longer wholly of grace.

Though we do good works in sanctification,
there is still no merit in these works (Eph. 2:8-
10). Though we obey, we still have no reason to
boast. Our holiness, too, is a gift of God, and all
the glory and praise for our sanctification
belongs to Him.

(R. Hanko, Doctrine According to Godliness, p. 206)



d.  Can An Unsaved Person Do Good 
Works That Are Acceptable To God?

 Examples:
 Can unsaved persons obey God’s laws (10 commands)?

 Can they be honest, loving, kind, helpful, generous?

 Answer: NO!
 The fruit of a tree can’t be good if the tree isn’t good.

 Their works may appear to be good – other men (we) 
might judge the works as being good works.

 But they are not good works in the eyes of God.
 Because their motives are not and cannot be correct.

 God looks at the heart – I Sam. 16:7, I Chr. 28:9.



e.  What Are Good Works That You 
Should Be Doing?  What Is The

Best Good Work That You Can Do?
 Not (as many say) that you have to be doing great 

things in the world – making a difference in society. 

 But that faithfully fulfil your calling in your daily life – as 
husband, wife, child, employer, employee, student, etc.

 That strive to obey (from the heart) all God’s commands 
– worship, prayer, love God and neighbor, etc.

 Especially daily repentance – daily hate & flee from sin.
 See sins, confess them, seek pardon, fight against them.

 Psalm 51:16-17, Isaiah 57:15, II Corinthians 7:10.



f.  If Our Good Works Did Merit, What 
Affect Would This Have On Our 

Assurance Of Salvation?
 BC: If our salvation depended on our works “we would

always be in doubt, tossed to and fro without any
certainty, and our poor consciences continually vexed.”

 Explanation:
 We would lack assurance – have no assurance of our 

salvation, and be constantly in doubt.

 This would be true because our works are sinful, and 
our sins would immediately cancel out any good.

 No assurance if we “relied not on the merits of the 
suffering and death of our Savior.”



g.  What Is Our Motivation/Incentive For 
Doing Good Works?  Is It Also The 

Reward We Will Receive In Heaven?
 Improper motives:
 BC: Merit, Self-love, Fear of damnation.
 Pride, Selfishness, Praise of men, Our reputation, etc. 

 Proper motives:
 Thanks/Gratitude to God.
 Love of God and the neighbor.
 Desire to please God.
 For the glory of God.

 Heavenly Reward can also be an Incentive.
 But be careful we are not selfish – have in mind the glory 

and praise of God Who will give us a reward of grace.
 “We do not deny that God rewards our good works, but it is 

through His grace that He crowns His gifts.”



h.  If Salvation Is By Grace Alone, 
Why Must We Do Good Works?

1. God commands us to do good works (Exodus 20, 
Romans 12:1-2, Galatians 5:22-25, Colossians 3:1).

2. Good works show our gratitude and thanks to God
(Psalm 136:1-3, I Corinthians 6:19-20, I Peter 2:5).

3. Good works serve to honor and glorify God (Isaiah 
43:21, Matthew 5:16, I Peter 2:9-10).

4. Good works strengthen our assurance (II Peter 1:10, 
I John 2:3-6, H.C. LD 32, Canons I, 12).

5. Good works are used by God to lead others to Christ, 
as He wills  (Matt. 5:16, Rom. 14:19, I Pet. 3:15).



No one can do what is required except by grace.
The doctrine of total depravity means that it is
impossible to please God except by a miracle of
grace through which the dead are made alive.

… [God gives] commands, however, because it is
through the command that God gives the grace to
obey. As Augustine says, “The command is the
grace,” and it is so because it is the almighty and
effectual word of God, which always produces what
it demands.

(R. Hanko, The Coming Of  Zion’s Redeemer, p. 280)

i.  What Is The Relationship Between 
God’s Commands And Our Good Works?



Canons of  Dordt, Heads III/IV, Article 17

Wherefore, as the apostles, and teachers who
succeeded them, piously instructed the people
concerning this grace of God, to His glory, and the
abasement of all pride, and in the meantime, however,
neglected not to keep them by the sacred precepts of
the gospel in the exercise of the Word, sacraments
and discipline; so even to this day, be it far from either
instructors or instructed to presume to tempt God in
the church by separating what He of His good
pleasure hath most intimately joined together.

For grace is conferred by means of admonitions; and
the more readily we perform our duty, the more
eminent usually is this blessing of God working in us,
and the more directly is His work advanced; to whom
alone all the glory both of means, and of their saving
fruit and efficacy is forever due.



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #25

THE ABOLISHING OF 

THE CEREMONIAL LAW

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Are The “Ceremonies And 
Figures Of The Law”?

 “FIGURES of the Law” refers to the TYPES in the O.T.
 “Types are historical persons, events, or institutions in the

Old Testament, real in themselves, yet also foreshadowing a
future and higher form of reality.”

 CEREMONIES were also types/figures – e.g., feasts, vows, 
sacrifices, Passover, circumcision, etc.

 Explanation:
 All the types/figures in the O.T. pointed ahead to Christ.

 The O.T. contains the types, the N.T. contains the reality.

 The New is in the Old concealed, Old is in the New revealed.

 God used types (pictures) to preach the Gospel to OT church



b.  What Are The 3 Types Of O.T. Laws?

Which Ones Were Fulfilled, Which Not?

1. CEREMONIAL Laws – regarding worship.
 These laws all pointed to Christ and His saving work.

 Were fulfilled through Christ’s suffering, death, etc.

2. CIVIL Laws – governing Israel as a nation.
 Fulfilled by Christ – cf. salvation of Jews and Gentiles.

 The church is no longer one nation – not a theocracy.

3. MORAL Laws – 10 Commandments, etc.
 Fulfilled by Christ as regards our righteousness.

 But still in force as regards our lives/behavior.



Even in the Old Testament, God first gave 
the law to a people whom He had already 

redeemed and brought forth from bondage 
in Egypt (Ex. 20:1-2).  He did this not to 

bring them back into bondage, but to set 
bounds about their life as His own covenant 

people, and to organize their life so that 
they might better serve Him and show their 
gratitude to Him for so great a deliverance.

R. Hanko, Doctrine According to Godliness, p. 177



The instruction of the law, sanctified to the believing
heart, will always have a threefold effect and bear a
threefold fruit in the believing Christian.
First, it will discover to the eyes of the Christian an ever
deeper horror of sin in his old nature. In the light of the
law, as a teacher of sin, he gains an ever clearer and
more profound knowledge of the nature of sin and of
the corruption of his sinful flesh. Thus the law will lead
him to daily and heartier repentance.
Second, through the instruction of the law, he will come
to a deeper and ever clearer knowledge of the precious-
ness of Christ, of his need of Christ’s atoning blood and
the forgiveness of sin. To the cross of Christ he will flee
for refuge.
Third, through the instruction of the law of his God, he
will increase in the knowledge of God’s will, in the
desire to walk worthily of Him, and in the earnest
endeavor to put off the old man and to put on the new
man, to the glory of God his redeemer.

H. Hoeksema, The Triple Knowledge, vol. 8, p. 145



c.  Give Some Examples Of How Old 
Testament Ceremonial and Civil Laws
Confirm The Doctrines Of The Gospel.

 Passover Feast – Christ is the Passover Lamb.  We 
are saved from death only through His blood.

 Sacrifices of Animals – guilt transferred to animals, 
thus shows Christ’s death was real payment for sin.

 Offering of Incense – prayers pleasing to God only 
through Christ (coals from altar of burnt offering).

 Purification
 Fact that so many things made a person unclean 

points to the uncleanness of man because of sin.
 Purification usually involved a sacrifice or ashes from 

a sacrifice, which sacrifice points to Christ.



The symbols and ceremonies may not be 
reintroduced, yet the gospel testimonies of  which 
the Old Testament is full are to be preserved and 

taught clearly to the church of  all ages.
P. Y. De Jong, The Church’s Witness To The World, p. 186

Christ and His apostles endorsed the whole Old 
Testament and used it to confirm the way of  

salvation made manifest in the New.  Thus the 
latter cannot be understood and appreciated 

apart from a knowledge of  the former.
P. Y. De Jong, The Church’s Witness To The World, p. 193

The church neglects the testimony of  the Old 
Testament at great peril to herself.  The Bible is a 

unit.  We cannot walk in the full light of  the gospel, 
if  we restrict ourselves to the New Testament.

P. Y. De Jong, The Church’s Witness To The World, p. 194



d.  Give Some Examples Of How O.T. 
Ceremonial And Civil Laws Still 

Regulate Our Lives.

 Laws re disrespect by children teach concerning 
proper respect.  Deut. 21:18-21, Lev. 20:9.

 Laws re cleanliness – e.g., Deuteronomy 23:13 
concerning disposing properly of body waste.

 Laws re diseases – e.g., Leviticus 13 concerning 
having a contagious disease.

 Laws re body cuttings & tattoos – Leviticus 19:28 (cf. 
I Cor. 6:19).  Antithesis (Deut. 14:1, II Cor. 6:14ff).

 Laws re death penalty for sins – seriousness of sin; 
points to spiritual death through excommunication.



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #26

CHRIST’S INTERCESSION

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Does It Mean That Jesus Is 
(1) Our Mediator?  (2) Our Advocate?

 MEDIATOR
 Jesus Christ mediates between us and God.

 This points out that we pray to God THROUGH Christ.

 ADVOCATE
 Jesus Christ pleads to God on our behalf.

 This points out that Jesus Christ prays to God FOR us.

 This is mentioned over against Roman Catholic errors
 RC: Can pray to God through others.  Others pray for us.

 Reformed: Christ is our “ONLY” Mediator & Advocate.



b.  What Four Things (cf. 1st paragraph) 
Make Jesus Christ Most Suitable To Be 

Our Only Advocate And Mediator?

1. He is human.  He is a man like us and understands 
our needs from His experience.  Hebrews 4:15-16.

2. He is divine.  He has great (all) power and is Himself 
able to give us what we need.  Matthew 28:18.

3. He loves us more than anyone else.  John 15:13.  He 
will certainly pray for us, for the right things, etc.

4. He is God’s own beloved Son.  God will certainly 
hear and answer Him.  Matthew 3:17, 17:5.



c.  In What Ways Did Our Lord Jesus 
Christ Show How Greatly He Loves Us?

 By becoming a man for us.
 Philippians 2:7 – “Who being in the form of God … made

himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of men:”

 By laying down His life to save us.
 John 10:11 – “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd

giveth his life for the sheep.”
 John 15:13 – “Greater love hath no man than this, that a

man lay down his life for his friends.”

 By doing this for us who were His enemies.
 Romans 5:8 – “But God commendeth his love toward us, in

that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”



d.  What Two Errors With Regard To 
Prayer Are Mentioned In This Article?  

What Is Our Response To These Errors?
 Error #1 – Praying to and/or through others (saints).
 Response: dishonors the saints (doesn’t honor them), 

for they themselves would never have wanted this.

 Peter in Acts 10:26, Paul & Barnabas in Acts 14:15.

 Error #2 – Not praying at all because feel unworthy.
 Response:
 True that we are unworthy to approach and pray to God.

 But that’s exactly why we need to pray to God.

 And that’s why we must pray through Christ, for He alone 
is the ground of our worthiness before God.

 Daniel 9:17-18, Ephesians 2:18, Ephesians 3:12.



e. What Things Are Mentioned In This 
Article To Encourage Us To Pray?

1. The love of Christ, our Mediator and Advocate, is 
very great.  Thus no need for us to be afraid.

2. Christ and God are almighty and therefore able to 
give us what we need.

3. Jesus Christ is our High Priest Who knows from 
experience what we face and suffer.

4. Jesus Christ our High Priest makes continual 
intercession for us.

5. God has promised to give us what we ask in the 
Name of Christ.



f.  Does The Last Sentence Mean We Can 
Expect God To Give Us Anything We Ask?  
If Not, What Can We Expect To Receive?
 Answer: NO!

 Explanation:
 Article states God will grant us whatever we ask of Him 

“in His Name” (in Christ’s Name – John 14:13, 16:23).

 To ask “in Christ’s Name” means to ask in accordance 
(agreement) with God’s Word, the Bible.
 May not ask for and expect to get anything & everything.
 Must ask for the right things – what God tells us to ask for.
 Matthew 6:7-13.   Matthew 7:11.   Luke 11:13.   I John 5:14.

 NB: Always we must submit to God’s will.  God is wise.  
He knows best what we need, what is good for us, etc.



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

LORD’S DAY 45

A. 116 – “… God will give His grace and Holy
Spirit to those only who with sincere desires
continually ask them of Him, and are thankful
for them.”
A. 117 – We must pray to God “for all things He
has commanded us to ask of Him.”
Q. 118 – “What has God commanded us to ask
of Him?”
A. 118 – “All things necessary for soul and
body, which Christ our Lord has comprised in
that prayer He Himself has taught us.”



g.  What Attitudes Should Be
Present In Us When We Pray?

What Attitude Should Be Dominant?
 ATTITUDES:
 Humility!             (Psalm 51:17, Isaiah 57:15)

 Gratitude!           (Psalm 50:14-15, Psalm 136)

 Confidence!        (Matthew 7:7, 21:22, John 16:23)

 Submission!       (Matthew 6:10, Luke 22:42)

 Sincerity!             (Matthew 15:18, John 4:24)

 Dominant Attitude?
 Confidence/Assurance that God will hear and answer us.

 BC: “… being assured that whatever we ask of the Father in 
His name will be granted us.”



h. Why Do We Need To Be Prayerful –
To Pray Daily, And Even More
Than Once A Day (Ps. 55:17)?

 Pray Often!
 PSALM 55:17 – “Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray,

and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice.”

 DANIEL 6:10 – Daniel “… kneeled upon his knees three times a
day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, ….”

 Reasons:
 We are dependent on God for everything.

 We have much to be thankful to God for.

 We sin daily and constantly need forgiveness.

 We have many needs, and God alone can supply them.

 God gives us what we need in the way of our asking for it.  
(Matthew 7:7, John 16:24, James 4:2)


