
• OVERVIEW:



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #27

THE CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Is The Distinction Between The 
Church As The Universal Body Of Christ, 

And The Church As An Institute?
 Church As Universal Body Of Christ
  All the elect – from all ages of world history (OT & NT), 

and from all nations in the world (catholic/universal).
  Ephesians 1:22-23 – “And hath put all things under his feet,

and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”

 Church As An Institute
  An organized congregation of God’s people on earth.
  Believers gather together to worship God – Gen. 4:26.
  Members are usually believers & their seed/children.
  Christ is Head, as represented by the 3 special offices.



a.  Which Of These (Body Of Christ or 
Institute) Is This Article Speaking About?

 ARTICLE 27 – re the Church as the Body of Christ.
  Indicated by the Title: “The Catholic Christian Church.”
  Members are “true Christian believers, all expecting 

their salvation in Jesus Christ, being washed by His 
blood, sanctified and sealed by the Holy Ghost.”

  The members are “joined and united with heart and 
will … in one and the same Spirit."

 ARTICLE 28 – re the Church as an Institute.
  Indicated by the Title: “Everyone is Bound to Join 

Himself to the True Church.”
  We do not join ourselves to the body of Christ (decree 

of election does).  We join an instituted congregation.



EXTRA:   WHO ARE THE
MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH?

•The members of the church are ALL THE ELECT.
• All who are “called out” of the darkness of sin and unbelief 

into God’s marvelous light (I Pet. 2:9).
• Christ has only one body and one bride.
• Apostles’ Creed: “I believe “an” holy catholic church.”
• John 10:16, John 17:20-21, Ephesians 4:3-6, 4:12.

•Note two things:
1. Jews and Gentiles belong to the church.  One church from 

all nations and every age.  Acts 7:38, Rom. 2:28-29.
2. Usually the members of the church are believers and their 

seed/children.  Covenant & Election.  Gen. 17:7, Acts 2:39.



EXTRA:  WHERE ARE THE MEMBERS?
[The Church Militant, Triumphant, and Latent]

•Church MILITANT
• The elect that are still on earth.  They are a fighting church.
• Not physical, but spiritual warfare – II Cor. 10:4, Eph. 6:11-12.

•Church TRIUMPHANT
• The elect that are already in heaven.  II Tim. 4:7-8.
• Their spiritual battles are over.  Victorious and glorified.

•Church LATENT
• The elect that have not been born yet.
• The end of time awaits their birth & salvation (Matt. 24:14).

•But: The church militant is already triumphant (Romans 8:37), 
and the church triumphant is still militant (Revelation 6:9).



b.  What Three Attributes Of The Church 
Are Mentioned In This Article?  Explain 

What Each Of These Means.
  ONENESS
  Although there are many churches in the world, Christ has 

only one body/bride.  The church is one/united in Him.
  Oneness implies a calling – Eph. 4:1ff, John 17:22-23.

  HOLINESS
  Sinners in themselves, but holy in and because of Christ.  

The members are “saints.”  (I Cor. 1:2, Eph. 1:1, etc.)
  Holiness implies a calling – I Peter 1:15-16.

  CATHOLICITY
  Not limited by earthly factors: social status, nationality, 

language, wealth, gender, etc.  (Gal. 3:28, Acts 10:34-35)
  Catholicity implies a calling – Phil. 2:1-4, I Cor. 12:12ff.



CATHOLICITY OF THE CHURCH
GALATIANS 3:28 – “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female:
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”

ACTS 10:34-35 – “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said,
Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:
But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh
righteousness, is accepted with him.” (Cf. Rom. 2:10-11)

PHILIPPIANS 2:1 – “If there be therefore any consolation
in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, Fulfil ye my joy, that ye
be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other
better than themselves. Look not every man on his own
things, but every man also on the things of others.”



c. Church “has been from the beginning of 
the world, and will be to the end thereof.”
How Does Pre-millennialism Deny This?
  Meaning of this statement:
  The church (the elect) has always been present somewhere 

in the world in every age of world history.
  Christ makes sure of this – He is always/constantly saving 

and preserving His elect.  (NB: His work!)

  Pre-Millennialism.
  Deny it by separating God’s people in OT (“Kingdom 

people”) from God’s people in NT (“The Church”).
  Deny it by the rapture – “church” taken out of the world.

  RESPONSE:
  There is only one church in all time and history.  Acts 7:38.
  Christ is an eternal King – Kingdom & Church are the same.



d. What Are Some Ways In Which Satan 
Is Trying Hard Today To Destroy The 

Church Of Christ?
1. Making The World Rage Against The Church

2. Persecuting Faithful Believers

3. Introducing False Doctrine And Heresy

4. Promoting Tolerance In The Church

5. Attacking Believers’ Homes (Marriages & Families)

6. Tempting God’s People To Commit Sins

7. __________??

  Luke 22:31, I Peter 5:8, I John 2:15-17, Ephesians 6:11



e. What Comfort Is Given To The Church 
In Article 27 – Especially If/When

She Is Being Persecuted?
 SAVED BY CHRIST
  BC: “… all expecting their salvation in Jesus Christ,

being washed by His blood, sanctified and sealed by
the Holy Ghost.”

 PROTECTED BY GOD
  BC: “And this holy Church is preserved or supported by

God, against the rage of the whole world; though she
sometimes (for a while) appears very small, and in the
eyes of men, to be reduced to nothing: as during the
perilous reign of Ahab, the Lord reserved unto him
seven thousand men, who had not bowed their knees
to Baal.”



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM
LORD’S DAY 21, Q&A 54

Q. 54: What believest thou concerning the
"holy catholic church" of Christ?
Answer: That the Son of God from the
beginning to the end of the world, gathers,
defends, and preserves to Himself by His
Spirit and word, out of the whole human
race, a church chosen to everlasting life,
agreeing in true faith; and that I am and for
ever shall remain, a living member thereof.



THE CHURCH IS CATHOLIC

Q. 54: What believest thou concerning the
"holy catholic church" of Christ?
Answer: That the Son of God from the
beginning to the end of the world, gathers,
defends, and preserves to Himself by His
Spirit and word, out of the whole human
race, a church chosen to everlasting life,
agreeing in true faith; and that I am and for
ever shall remain, a living member thereof.



THE CHURCH IS SAFE

Q. 54: What believest thou concerning the
"holy catholic church" of Christ?
Answer: That the Son of God from the
beginning to the end of the world, gathers,
defends, and preserves to Himself by His
Spirit and word, out of the whole human
race, a church chosen to everlasting life,
agreeing in true faith; and that I am and for
ever shall remain, a living member thereof.



THE MEMBERS ARE THE ELECT

Q. 54: What believest thou concerning the
"holy catholic church" of Christ?
Answer: That the Son of God from the
beginning to the end of the world, gathers,
defends, and preserves to Himself by His
Spirit and word, out of the whole human
race, a church chosen to everlasting life,
agreeing in true faith; and that I am and for
ever shall remain, a living member thereof.



THE CHURCH IS ONE/UNITED

Q. 54: What believest thou concerning the
"holy catholic church" of Christ?
Answer: That the Son of God from the
beginning to the end of the world, gathers,
defends, and preserves to Himself by His
Spirit and word, out of the whole human
race, a church chosen to everlasting life,
agreeing in true faith; and that I am and for
ever shall remain, a living member thereof.



MEMBERSHIP IS SURE

Q. 54: What believest thou concerning the
"holy catholic church" of Christ?
Answer: That the Son of God from the
beginning to the end of the world, gathers,
defends, and preserves to Himself by His
Spirit and word, out of the whole human
race, a church chosen to everlasting life,
agreeing in true faith; and that I am and for
ever shall remain, a living member thereof.



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #28

EVERY ONE IS BOUND TO JOIN 
HIMSELF TO THE TRUE CHURCH

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  Is Article 28 Speaking About The 
Church As The Universal Body Of

Christ, Or The Church As An Institute?
  Answer:
  Article 27 refers to the Universal Body of Christ.
  Article 28 refers to the Church as an Institute.

  Proofs in Article 28:
  “Every One is Bound to Join Himself to theTrue Church”
  Members “submitting themselves to the doctrine and

discipline thereof”
  Members “serving to the edification of the brethren,

according to the talents God has given them”
  “it is the duty of all believers … to join themselves to this

congregation wheresoever God hath established it, even
though the magistrates and edicts of princes be against it”



DOCTRINE ACCORDING TO GODLINESS, 
Rev. R. Hanko, Page 221

In connection with church membership, the distinction
between congregation and body is also significant.
While we have an obligation to join ourselves to the
visible church, that is, to a local congregation (Heb.
10:25), it is God who joins us to the body of Christ by
election and by the blood of Calvary (Col. 1:12-14).

HEBREWS 10:25 – “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: …”

COLOSSIANS 1:12-14 – “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood,
even the forgiveness of sins:”



EXTRA: What Is The Church
As An Institute?

•This refers to an organized congregation.
• Believers gather/assemble together in a specific location.
• They do so in order to worship God together – Gen. 4:26.

•Characteristics of the church as an institute.
  Established on the basis of unity of faith (Eph. 4:5, Jude 3).
  Usually a gathering of believers & their seed (Covenant).
  Not pure – can have wicked reprobate persons as members.
  Not perfect – never is on earth; always in need of reforming.
  Solely under the authority of Jesus Christ.
  He is Head, as represented by pastors, elders, deacons.
  He gives the church the authority to administer the means of grace.



b.  How Do The Following Texts 
Demonstrate That One Is Called

To Join The Church?  (1)

 HEBREWS 10:25 – “Not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is;
but exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching.”

•Church membership is required, and membership 
involves faithful attendance each Sunday.

•Membership and attendance are very urgent and 
necessary because the end of time is near.



b.  How Do The Following Texts 
Demonstrate That One Is Called

To Join The Church?  (2)
  II CORINTHIANS 6:14-18 – “Be ye not unequally yoked

together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion
hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ
with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath
said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”

  BC: “it is the duty of all believers … to separate themselves
from all those who do not belong to the church”



b.  How Do The Following Texts 
Demonstrate That One Is Called

To Join The Church?  (3)
 EPHESIANS 4:1-6 – “I therefore, the prisoner of the

Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one
another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you all.”

 BC: “all men are in duty bound to join and unite
themselves with it, maintaining the unity of the church”



c.  Explain The Statement: “out of it [the 
church] there is no salvation.”

Why is this true?
 Explanation:
  This statement is not referring to the universal body of 

Christ (the body of the elect).
  Points out the child of God must join a local church, for 

outside a local instituted church there is no salvation.

 Why?
  The means of grace are there – given by Christ to the 

church as an institute.  Preaching – Rom. 1:16, 10:14.
  The Spirit is there and works there.  Psalm 133.
  God is there and blesses His people there.  Psalm 134.



d.  How Do You Join The Church, And 
What Are Some Of The Reasons

Why You Should Join?
 HOW?
  By means of Baptism: Infant or Adult (see Form for the 

Administration of Baptism, p. 86 in back of Psalter).
  By means of Confession of Faith (see Questions for 

Public Confession of Faith, p. 90 in back of Psalter). 

 WHY?
  God commands us to be members of a church.
  We need to be members of an instituted church:
  For the sake of our salvation.
  For the sake of the salvation of our families/children.
  For the sake of the communion of saints.



PUBLIC CONFESSION OF FAITH
[Page 90 in the back of the Psalter]

Before or after the sermon, the minister requests those who intend
to make public confession of their faith to arise and to reply to the
following questions:

1. Do you acknowledge the doctrine contained in the Old and New
Testaments and in the Articles of the Christian faith, and taught
here in this Christian Church to be the true and complete
doctrine of salvation?

2. Have you resolved by the grace of God to adhere to this doctrine;
to reject all heresies repugnant thereto and to lead a new, godly
life?

3. Will you submit to church government, and in case you should
become delinquent (which may God graciously forbid) to church
discipline?



e.  In What Ways Might One “withdraw 
himself” From The Church “to live

in a separate state from it”?
 By moving away from a true church – e.g., for the 

sake of education, work, health, family, etc.

 By not faithfully attending on each Lord’s Day 
the church of which one is a member.

 By not being an involved and active member of 
the church of which one is a member.

“Therefore all those who separate themselves from 
the same, or do not join themselves to it, act 

contrary to the ordinance of God.”



f.  This Article Mentions A Few Of The 
Duties We Have As Members.

What Are Those Duties?

1. “maintaining the unity of the church”

2. “submitting to the doctrine” of the church.

3. “submitting to the discipline” of the church.

4. “bowing their necks under the yoke of Christ”

5. “serving to the edification of the brethren, 
according to the talents God has given”



g.  What Are Some Ways You Can Use 
Your God-given Talents For The 

Edification Of Church Members?
 God gives each member certain gifts/ talents.
  What is true of the human body is true of the church.  

See I Corinthians 12:12ff.
  Every member of the church has a specific function.  

Every member is needed by the others.

 Each member must discover what his/her God-given 
gifts are.  See Romans 12:6ff.
 Each member must use these gifts/abilities for the 

benefit of the other members and the body.
 Do this humbly – not in order that you are noticed by 

others and receive the praise of men.



I CORINTHIANS 12:14-23

(14) For the body is not one member, but many. (15) If the foot
shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it
therefore not of the body? (16) And if the ear shall say, Because I
am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the
body? (17) If the whole body were an eye, where were the
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?
(18) But now hath God set the members every one of them in the
body, as it hath pleased him. (19) And if they were all one
member, where were the body? (20) But now are they many
members, yet but one body. (21) And the eye cannot say unto the
hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I
have no need of you. (22) Nay, much more those members of the
body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: (23) And
those members of the body, which we think to be less
honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and
our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.”



ROMANS 12:6-16
“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is
given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to
the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our
ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he that
exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with
simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth
mercy, with cheerfulness. ... Be kindly affectioned one to
another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one
another; … continuing instant in prayer; Distributing to
the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. Bless them
which persecute you: bless, and curse not. Rejoice with
them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. Be of
the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things,
but condescend to men of low estate.”



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #29

THE MARKS OF THE TRUE CHURCH, 
AND WHEREIN SHE DIFFERS FROM 

THE FALSE CHURCH
[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  Why, According To This Article, Do We 
Need To Be Able To Distinguish The

True Church From The False Church?
 BC: “all sects which are in the world assume to 

themselves the name of the church.”

 Explanation:
  The child of God must be a member of an instituted 

church because he/she needs the means of grace.
  All churches in the world, even those who are sects 

(heretical), claim to be true churches.
  The child of God needs to be able to identify which 

church is in fact a true church of Christ.
  This is crucial for receiving and experiencing salvation.



b.  What Are The 3 Marks By Which 
The True Church Is Known?

1. PREACHING
  BC: “the pure doctrine of the gospel is preached”
  Faithful to Bible; Preach the whole counsel of God.

2. SACRAMENTS
  BC: “pure administration of the sacraments”
  Two sacraments; Proper administration; Supervision.

3. DISCIPLINE
  BC: “church discipline is exercised in punishing of sin”
  A true church does not ignore sin, but deals with sin.



c.  Which Of These Marks Is The Most 
Important And Controlling One?

Explain Why.

 BC: “in short, if all things are managed according 
to the pure Word of God…and Christ acknowledged 
as the only Head of the church.”

 Explanation:
  The main mark is the pure preaching of the Word, the 

pure preaching of the gospel.
  The other two marks depend upon and flow out of the 

faithful preaching of the Word.



The All-Important And Controlling 
Mark Of A True Church Is Preaching

In a sense all three marks are comprehended in the first mark. The
sacraments and Christian discipline have no meaning without the
preaching of the Word. The sacraments depend on the Word because
the sacraments do nothing else than represent and seal visibly and
tangibly that which is set forth in the Word. And Christian discipline
depends on the Word because the very content and power of Christian
discipline is the Word of Christ.
Besides, the preaching of the Word is chief because where the Word is
purely preached, there neither the sacraments nor Christian discipline
will very readily be corrupted. There is instruction; there the will of
Christ is made known; there the truth is proclaimed. And where this is
done, the sacraments are not likely to be profaned, nor Christian
discipline neglected.
Principally, therefore, we may reduce these three marks to the one, all-
important mark: of the preaching of the Word. And we may say that
where the Word is preached, there is Christ and His church.

[H. Hoeksema, “The Marks of the True Church”]



d.  The Following Texts Are Proofs
For The Marks Of The Church.

Which Mark Does Each Refer To?
1. I CORINTHIANS 11:23-26

  Lord’s Supper – commanded by Christ.

2. MATTHEW 28:19-20
  Baptism – commanded by Christ.

3. MATTHEW 18:15-18
  Discipline – commanded by Christ.

4. I CORINTHIANS 1:17-18
  Preaching – minister is sent by Christ.

5. MATTHEW 16:19
  Discipline – given authority to do so by Christ.



e.  What Does This Article Say We May 
Not Do In Relation To The Church That 

Has The 3 Marks?  Why Not?
 BC: “Hereby the true church may certainly be 

known, from which no man has a right to 
separate himself.”

 Explanation:
 To separate oneself from a true church is to cut 

oneself off from the means of grace.
 To separate oneself from a true church is to 

separate oneself from Christ.
 BC, Art. 28 – “out of it there is no salvation”



f.  What Are The Marks Of A True 
Christian?   How Is A Christian
Different From A Hypocrite?

 Marks of a True Christian: FAITH
  Believes – receives Jesus Christ as the only Savior.
  Avoids sin – flees from temptations and sin.
  Follows righteousness – strives to do good works.
  Loves the true God and loves his neighbors.
  Doesn’t turn aside to the right or left.
  Crucifies the flesh with the works thereof.
  Fights against remaining infirmities through the Spirit.
  Takes refuge in Christ in Whom there is forgiveness.

 A Hypocrite pretends to be a Christian.  Matt. 23:13ff.



g.  What Are The Marks
Of The False Church

 Marks Of The False Church:
1. Ascribes more power and authority to herself and 

her ordinances than to the Word of God and will not 
submit herself to the yoke of Christ.

2. Does not administer the sacraments as appointed 
by Christ in His Word, but adds to and takes from 
them as she thinks proper.

3. Relies more upon men than upon Christ.
4. Persecutes those who live holily according to the 

Word of God and who rebuke her for her errors, 
covetousness, and idolatry.



h.  How Does The Teaching Of This 
Article Relate To What Article 28

Of The Belgic Confession Teaches?
Article 28: “EVERY ONE IS BOUND TO JOIN HIMSELF    

TO THE TRUE CHURCH”

  A believer may not remain in a false church.
  But a church does not become a false church overnight.
  Yet once a church starts departing, it usually continues.

  The believer is therefore called to seek membership in 
the church that is most faithful.
  Seek membership in the truest manifestation of a true 

church – where all three marks are most clearly present.
  Make public confession of faith in that church, and be an 

active member there.  Rom. 10:8-11, Matt. 10:32-33.



True Vs False Church
Distinction

Purest Manifestation
of the True Church

False Church

Note: It is not the case that there is only one true church 
on earth, and all other churches are false churches.



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #30

THE GOVERNMENT OF
AND OFFICES IN THE CHURCH

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  There Are Three Special Offices In The 
Church.  Whom Do They Represent?  

What Is The Main Work Of Each?
 MINISTERS/PASTORS àChrist as Prophet à Speak
  BC: “to preach the Word of God and to administer the 

sacraments”

 ELDERS àChrist as King à Rule
  BC: “true religion preserved & true doctrine everywhere 

propagated”
  BC: “transgressors punished and restrained by spiritual 

means”

 DEACONS àChrist as Priest à Show mercy
  BC: “that the poor and distressed may be relieved and 

comforted, according to their necessities”



b.  Describe The Following Church 
Bodies, And Explain Briefly
The Work Of Each Of Them?

 CONSISTORY
  Members: Pastor & Elders (cf. Art. 37 of Church Order)
  Work: Treat the Pastor’s Work, and the Elders’ Work

 DIACONATE
  Members: Deacons (an Elder attending)
  Work: Benevolence (assisting the poor and needy)

 COUNCIL
  Members: Pastor & Elders & Deacons
  Work: Matters concerning the whole church: Building,

Budget, Worship details, Church Committees, etc.



AGENDA FOR CONSISTORY/COUNCIL MEETING

1. Opening Devotions

2. Silent Roll Call

3. Approve Transcribed Minutes

4. Finances

5. Deacons’ Work

6. Elders’ Work

7. Pastor’s Report

8. Council Work

9. Adopt Script Minutes

10. Adjournment & Closing Prayer



c.  Why Is The Government Of The Church 
Described As Being “Spiritual”?

 BC mentions the “spiritual” character of it  twice!
 Explanation:
  It is spiritual in origin (heavenly, comes from God, 

through the Bible).
  It is concerned with spiritual things (e.g., sin, faith, 

repentance, comfort, salvation, etc.).
  It is carried out in a spiritual way (e.g., not physical 

discipline, but the discipline of the Word).
  It is done for the spiritual welfare (not physical) of 

the members (I Cor. 14:26).

 Reason: The church has a Spiritual Head, Christ!



d.  What Are The Benefits That Follow 
From Faithful Work By The

Office-bearers In The Church?
 BC mentions:

1. True religion will be preserved
2. True doctrine will be everywhere propagated
3. Transgressors will be punished and restrained
4. The poor will be relieved and comforted
5. Good order and decency will exist in the church

  I CORINTHIANS 14
  Vs. 40 – “Let all things be done decently and in order.”
  Vs. 33 – “For God is not the author of confusion, but of

peace, as in all churches of the saints.”
  Vs. 26b – “Let all things be done unto edifying.”



e.  Describe What Is Involved In Properly 
Choosing Men To Be Office-bearers

In The Church.
  Four steps set forth in Art. 22 of the Church Order:

1. Nomination of qualified men.
2. Silent approval by the congregation.
3. Voting/Election by the congregation.
4. Installation into office (Forms in back of Psalter).

 Basis for nominating and choosing men.
  Not such things as: Popularity, Education, Wealth, 

Friendship, Age, Length of membership, etc.
  But, Who best matches the biblical qualifications?
  For Elders: I Timothy 3:2-7, Titus 1:5-9.
  For Deacons: Acts 6:3, I Timothy 3:8-12.



QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELDERS (1)

I TIMOTHY 3:2-7 – (2) A bishop then must be blameless,
the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good
behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; (3) Not
given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but
patient, not a brawler, not covetous; (4) One that ruleth
well his own house, having his children in subjection
with all gravity; (5) (For if a man know not how to rule
his own house, how shall he take care of the church of
God?) (6) Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he
fall into the condemnation of the devil. (7) Moreover he
must have a good report of them which are without;
lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.



QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELDERS (2)

TITUS 1:5-9 – (5) For this cause left I thee in Crete, that
thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting,
and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:
(6) If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having
faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. (7) For a
bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not
selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker,
not given to filthy lucre; (8) But a lover of hospitality, a
lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; (9)
Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught,
that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort
and to convince the gainsayers.



QUALIFICATIONS FOR DEACONS

ACTS 6:3 – Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you
seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.

I TIMOTHY 3:8-12 – (8) Likewise must the deacons be
grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not
greedy of filthy lucre; (9) Holding the mystery of the
faith in a pure conscience. (10) And let these also first
be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon,
being found blameless. (11) Even so must their wives be
grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. (12)
Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling
their children and their own houses well.



f.  Should Women Be Allowed To Occupy 
Church Office?  Why or Why Not?  

Provide Proof.
 Christ calls men (not women) to be Officebearers:

1. Officebearers represent Christ, the Son of God.
2. Men served in the special offices in the OT.
3. Christ chose men to be His disciples/apostles.
4. Men were chosen as deacons in Acts 6.
5. The qualifications in I Timothy 3 are for men.
6. Male headship – Gen. 2, I Cor. 14:34, I Tim. 2:12.

 Although women cannot serve as officebearers, 
they have a high/important calling in the church.
 Prov. 31:10-31, I Tim. 2:15, I Tim. 5:14, Titus 2:3-5.



g.  What Should Men In The Church Be 
Thinking About And Doing With Regard 
To The Possibly Of Being Office-bearers?
  I TIMOTHY 3:1 – This is a true saying, If a man desire

the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.

 Notes:
 A spiritually minded man may/must desire to serve 

Christ and His church & people as an officebearer.
 Such a man must be sure that he has good/proper 

reasons and motives for desiring to be an OB.
 A man should be preparing himself to be an OB, in 

case Christ might choose him one day to be one.



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #31

THE MINISTERS,
ELDERS, AND DEACONS

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



REVIEW: Three Special Offices
In The Instituted Church

  Christ appoints men to represent Him in His church on earth.
  Ministers/Pastors represent Christ as Prophet.
  Elders represent Christ as King.
  Deacons represent Christ as Priest.

  Christ gives authority to lawfully called and ordained OB’s:
  Christ calls – appoints/chooses those who will represent Him.
  Christ qualifies – equips men; gives the ability to do His work.

  Christ gives each man a special/unique work to do in his office:
  Ministers/Pastors: authority and duty to teach.
  Elders: authority and duty to rule.
  Deacons: authority and duty to dispense mercy.



ARTICLE 31 of BELGIC CONFESSION
We believe, that the ministers of God's Word, and the elders
and deacons, ought to be chosen to their respective offices by
a lawful election by the Church, with calling upon the name of
the Lord, and in that order which the Word of God teacheth.
Therefore every one must take heed, not to intrude himself by
indecent means, but is bound to wait till it shall please God to
call him; that he may have testimony of his calling, and be
certain and assured that it is of the Lord. As for the ministers
of God's Word, they have equally the same power and
authority wheresoever they are, as they are all ministers of
Christ, the only universal Bishop, and the only Head of the
Church. Moreover, that this holy ordinance of God may not be
violated or slighted, we say that every one ought to esteem
the ministers of God's Word, and the elders of the Church,
very highly for their work's sake, and be at peace with them
without murmuring, strife or contention, as much as possible.



a.  What Is Involved In A “Lawful 
Election” Of Office-Bearers?  Could This 
Be Done By Casting The Lot? (Acts 1:26)
  BC: A lawful election includes the following:
  “calling upon the name of the Lord”
  “in that order which the Word of God teaches” (CO, Art. 22)
  “one must … not intrude himself by indecent means”

  Christ calls men into the special offices through the Church.
  Acts 6:3 – the church appointed men to be deacons.
  Acts 13:2 – the church called and sent Paul and Barnabas.

  Also Hebrews 5:4 warns against appointing self.
  One must be called by God and Christ, through the church.
  Only then can he have the assurance that his call is lawful.

  Casting of lots belonged to the O.T.  In the N.T. church, the 
members are involved – occupy the office of believers.



b.  What Does The Laying On Of Hands 
Represent When Men Are Installed Into 

Office?  (Acts 6:6, I Timothy 4:14)
1. It signifies/pictures especially that a man is anointed 

by the Holy Spirit – qualified by the Spirit.

2. It also signifies/pictures that the man is called by 
Christ Himself to office – authority from Christ.

Form for Ordination/Installation of Ministers
Then the minister who demanded those questions of him, while he and 

other ministers who are present shall lay their hands on his head, shall say:
God our heavenly Father, who hath called thee to His holy ministry, 
enlighten thee with His Holy Spirit, strengthen thee with His hand, 
and so govern thee in thy ministry that thou mayest decently and 

fruitfully walk therein, to the glory of His name and the propogation
of the kingdom of His Son Jesus Christ.  Amen.



c.  Mention Some Ways In Which There 
Could Be (Or Perhaps Is) A Lack Of 

Equality Among Ministers/Pastors?
  BC: “As for the ministers of God’s Word, they have equally

the same power and authority wheresoever they are, as they
are all ministers of Christ, the only universal Bishop, and the
only Head of the church.”

  Examples:
  Pastors considering themselves better than and above other 

pastors – e.g., because of age, length of time in the ministry, 
the church in which a pastor, etc.

  Members of the churches considering some pastors to be 
superior/better than others.

  This article (i.e., Reformed Church Government) opposes all 
forms of hierarchy.  It states: (1) all ministers are equal, and 
(2) Christ is the only Head of the church.



d.  What Is The Calling Of The Members 
Of The Church In Relation To

The Office-Bearers?
  I THESSALONIANS 5:12-13 – “And we beseech you,

brethren, to know them which labor among you, and are
over you in the Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem
them very highly in love for their work’s sake. And be at
peace among yourselves.”

  I TIMOTHY 5:17 – “Let the elders that rule well be
counted worthy of double honor, especially they who
labor in the word and doctrine.”

  HEBREWS 13:17 – “Obey them that have the rule over
you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your
souls, as they that must give account, that they may do
it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for
you.”



e.  What Is Meant By Esteeming Office-
Bearers Highly “For Their Work’s Sake”?  

(I Thessalonians 5:13, I Timothy 5:17)
  I THESSALONIANS 5:12-13 – “And we beseech you,

brethren, to know them which labor among you, and are
over you in the Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem
them very highly in love for their work’s sake.”

  “Esteem highly” means to think highly of them, thus to 
show due respect to them, honor them, etc.
  Does not mean show respect only when you think they’re 

doing their work well, and if not you may disrespect them.
  Must esteem them because of what their work is – i.e., 

because of Who they represent as they do their work.
  NB: This is necessary so they can do their work well, and 

thus their work will be profitable to you (Hebrews 13:17).



f.  What Is The Most Important
Office In The Church?

  OFFICE OF BELIEVER – the office which all members of 
the church occupy by the anointing of the Spirit.
  The special offices exist for the sake of (as servants to) 

those who occupy the office of believer.
  The special offices are temporary – the office of believer 

will continue to exist in heaven.

Christ exercises His authority in the church through men.  He does this 
because His church is here upon earth and He is at God’s right hand in 
heaven.  First of all, Christ causes His people to share in His anointing 

and establishes in the church the office of believers (cf. Lord’s Day XII).  
But institutionally, this same office of believers is manifested and comes 

to expression in the particular offices in the church. [Prof. H. Hanko]



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #32

THE ORDER AND DISCIPLINE
OF THE CHURCH

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



SUMMARY:
Church Order is Necessary,

But it must be Biblical
 BC: “… it is useful and beneficial that those who are

rulers of the church institute … establish certain
ordinances among themselves for maintaining the
body of the church …”

  I TIMOTHY 3:15 – God requires that we behave 
ourselves properly in His church on earth.
 TITUS 1:5 – Titus was left behind in the church in 

Crete to set things in order there.

 BC: “… yet they ought studiously to take care that
they do not depart from those things which Christ,
our only Master, has instituted.”



a.  What, According To This Article,
Is The Main Principle Of

Reformed Church Government?
  CHRIST IS THE ONLY HEAD OF THE CHURCH
  BC: “… Christ [is] our only Master ...”
  Christ decides things.  Christ rules in and over the church.
  He tells us what to do, what to believe, how to live, etc.

  Christ alone has THE RIGHT to be Head of the Church.
  Because God appointed Him to be Head – Philippians 2:9-11, 

Ephesians 1:22-23, Ephesians 4:15, Colossians 1:18.
  Because He redeemed/saved the church.  He is the Lord of His 

people (Satan isn’t).  The church is His body and bride.

  Christ alone has THE ABILITY to be Head of the Church.  No 
mere man is able because all men are finite, and sinners.

  Christ carries out His Headship (governs the church) through 
men He chooses to represent Him – i.e., Officebearers.



John Calvin stated clearly that the Roman Catholic 
Papacy is man’s invention:
  It “originated neither in Christ’s institution, nor in 

the practice of the ancient church.”
 The papacy was not “established by Christ in God’s 

Word.” 

Herman Hoeksema (in Reformed Dogmatics) pointed 
out the error of submitting to anyone but Christ:

  From the principle of the headship or kingship of
Christ over His church, it follows that no church or
group of churches may ever subject themselves
under any yoke than Christ’s, whether it is the yoke
of the state or the yoke of the pope.



b.  Why Is It Necessary To Have Rules 
Concerning Church Government

And Concerning Worship?
 Negatively: To avoid anarchy and thus confusion
  Judges 17:6 – “In those days there was no king in Israel,

but every man did that which was right in his own eyes.”

 Positively: To preserve unity and peace
  I Cor. 14:33 – “For God is not the author of confusion, but

of peace, as in all churches of the saints.”
  Ps. 122:6-9 – We pray for and seek peace in the church.

 Positively: To ensure God’s people are edified
  I Cor. 14:26b – “Let all things be done unto edifying.”
  Eph. 4:12 – “For the perfecting of the saints, for the

work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”



c.  This Article Condemns The RC Church.  
What “Human Inventions” Must We
Be On Guard Against In The Church?

 The Roman Catholic church has many “human 
inventions.”  Some examples?

 Possible ”human inventions” for us:
  In Church Government: (1) The pastor running the church; 

(2) Deacons ruling; (3) Women in church office; ….
  In Worship: (1) Anything that replaces the preaching; (2) 

Liturgical dancing; (3) Entertainment; ….

  We must reject anything that is not Biblical.
  Anything that is added to Scripture (added to what Christ 

said) binds the consciences of men.
  Acts 5:29, Acts 4:19, I Corinthians 7:23, Galatians 5:1.



d.  What Two Things Are A Guide With 
Regard To What We Admit (Introduce 

And Allow) In The Church?
 BC: “Therefore we admit only of that which tends

to nourish and preserve concord and unity, and to
keep all men in obedience to God.”

1. Unity in the Church
  Ephesians 4:3 – “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the

Spirit in the bond of peace.”

2. Obedience to Christ
  Acts 5:29b – “… We ought to obey God rather than

men.”



e.  Why, According To This Article, Is 
Church Discipline Necessary?

 Church Discipline needed for two reasons:
1. BC: To nourish and preserve unity in the church.
2. BC: To keep all men in obedience to God.

  DISCIPLINE
  It is one of the 3 marks of a true church: “if church discipline 

is exercised in punishing of sin” (Art. 29).
  It begins with preaching of the Word.  Faithful preaching 

disciplines every member of the church.
  It must be carried out according to the rules set forth in 

Matthew 18:15-18.
  It is applied to someone for errors in doctrine and life when 

that person refuses to repent of these errors.
  Its goal is always the restoration of the erring member.



e.  State What The Following Verses 
Teach With Regard To The Truths Set 

Forth In This Article?
  I CORINTHIANS 14:40 – “Let all things be done decently

and in order.”
  This is a fundamental RULE for the church as an institute.
  Things may not be disorderly/haphazard in the church.

  I COR. 14:33 – “For God is not the author of confusion,
but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.”
  The BASIS for good order in the church is God Himself.

  I COR. 14:26b – “Let all things be done unto edifying.”
  The NEED for good order is the spiritual welfare of God’s

people. When things are orderly, believers will be edified.
  ACTS 20:28 – “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to

all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood.”



CHURCH ORDER OF 
DORDT

 A church order is a set of biblically based rules for 
how things are to be done in the church institute.

 Church Order of Dordt:
  Article 1 – Introduction
  Articles 2-28 – Church Offices
  Articles 29-52 – Church Assemblies
  Articles 53-70 – Supervision of Doctrines, 

Sacraments, and Ceremonies in the Church
  Articles 71-86 – Church Discipline



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #33

THE  SACRAMENTS

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Are Sacraments?  What Do 
They Signify?  What Do They Seal?

 BC: The sacraments “are visible signs and seals of an 
inward and invisible thing.”

 Signs and Seals:
  Signs – pictures of invisible, spiritual truths.
  Seals – promises/guarantees of the truths pictured.

 Signs and Seals Of What:
  BC: “to present to our senses [what God] signifies to us by 

His Word and that which He works inwardly in our hearts.”
  Signs & seals of the Gospel – i.e., of Christ, His saving work 

for us (Rom. 4:11), work in us (Mark 1:4, Matt 26:28), etc. 
  BC: “Jesus Christ is the true object presented by them.”



b.  Why Has God Given Us The 
Sacraments?

  REASONS:
  Negative – BC: ”on account of our weakness and infirmities”
  Positive – BC: ”to nourish and strengthen our faith”

  EXPLANATION:
  Believers need sacraments because our faith is often weak.
  We often lack assurance of God’s love, of our salvation, etc.

  NB: God shows His GRACE in giving us the sacraments.
  BC: He is “our gracious God.”  The sacraments are “pledges 

of the good will and grace of God toward us.”
  God knows our struggles of faith, and graciously gives us 

the sacraments as a means to strengthen our faith.



c.  In What Two Ways Does This Article 
Set Forth The Reformed Position In 
Opposition To Roman Catholicism?

1. As regards how the sacraments work.
  BC: “by means whereof God works in us by the power of 

the Holy Spirit.”
  There is no power (grace) in the elements themselves.
  Sacraments have spiritual power – by the Holy Spirit.

2. As regards how many sacraments there are.
  BC: “We are satisfied with the number of sacraments

which Christ our Lord has instituted, which are two
only, namely, the sacrament of baptism and the holy
supper of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



d.  Number Of Sacraments: What Are The 
Sacraments The R.C. Have?  What Two 

Do We Have, And Why Only These Two?
 Roman Catholicism

1. Baptism
2. Confirmation
3. Mass/Eucharist
4. Holy Orders
5. Penance
6. Marriage
7. Last Rites

 Reformed/Biblical
  Two Sacraments.
  Baptism, Lord’s Supper

 Why These Two
  Are the only ones God 

has commanded His 
church to administer.

  Confirmed by the fact 
that these two replace 
two O.T. ceremonies.



d.  Number Of Sacraments: 
What Is The Biblical Basis For 

The Two Sacraments We Have?
 Baptism is Commanded
 MATTHEW 28:19
 MARK 16:16
 ACTS 2:38

 The Lord’s Supper is Commanded
 MATTHEW 26:26-29
 LUKE 22:19-20
  I CORINTHIANS 11:23-26



TWO SACRAMENTS ONLY

LORD’S DAY 25 OF THE HEIDELBERG 
CATECHISM

Question 68 – How many sacraments
has Christ instituted in the new
covenant, or testament?

Answer 68 – Two: namely, holy
baptism, and the holy supper.



e.  How Are The Sacraments Related 
To The Preaching?

(1) PREACHING

Preaching is the chief (primary) 
means of grace.

Preaching works/produces faith 
and strengthens faith.

The preaching can function 
without the sacraments.

The preaching is a means of 
grace through our ears.

(2) SACRAMENTS

Sacraments are a secondary 
means of grace.

Sacraments strengthen faith 
(do not work/produce faith).

The sacraments cannot 
function without the preaching.

Sacraments are a means of 
grace through other senses.



e.  What Implications Follow From The 
Relationship Between The Preaching 

And The Sacraments?
1. Preaching is most important for the child of God, because 

it alone works/produces faith.

2. One can be saved without the sacraments, but not without 
the preaching (Rom. 1:16, Rom. 10:13-15, I Cor. 1:18, 21).

3. It is possible to have preaching without the sacraments, 
but may not have the sacraments without preaching.

  APPLICATION:
  Since preaching is the chief means of grace & indispensable for 

salvation, we need to hear true/faithful preaching each Sunday.
  HEBREWS 10:25 – “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves

together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”



f.  Can Sacraments Be Administered To 
Those Who Are Unable To Attend Church 
– e.g., in homes, prisons, hospitals, etc.?
 No!
  The sacraments are given to the church, and are to be 

administered by the church through her officebearers.
  They should be administered in an instituted church      

(I Corinthians 11:20-34) – thus in connection with the 
preaching, under the supervision of the elders, and in 
the presence of the congregation.

  BC: God has “joined [the sacraments] to the Word of the 
gospel.”

 NB: If someone is legitimately unable to partake of 
the sacraments, this does not mean (as R.C. wrongly 
say) that he/she cannot be saved.



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #34

HOLY BAPTISM
[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  List At Least Eight Things This 
Article Mentions Concerning 
The Significance Of Baptism?

1. Baptism replaced the OT sign of circumcision.
2. By baptism we are received into the church of God.
3. Baptism is a banner (mark) we bear – we belong to God.
4. Baptism is a sign of separation from the ungodly.
5. Baptism is a sign of justification – washing away of sins.
6. Baptism is a sign of God’s work of regeneration in us.
7. Baptism is a sign of God’s work of sanctification in us.
8. Baptism is a sign of God’s covenant of grace with us.
9. Baptism is a sign God uses to fill us with comfort.



b.  What Is Required For A Baptism
To Be True/Valid?

1. The person is “baptized with pure water.”
  John 1:33 – Christ commanded John to baptize 

with water.
2. The person is baptized “in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”
 Matthew 28:19 – in the name of the Trinity.

3. “The ministers, on their part, administer the 
sacrament.”
 Matthew 28:19 – disciples/apostles (ordained 

men) were sent to preach and baptize.



Although it is true that the Roman Catholic
Church has grossly corrupted the sacrament of
baptism, yet a Roman Catholic baptism may be
viewed as valid in Reformed churches when it
meets the following basic criteria:

1. The baptism is administered with water,
2. The baptism is administered by an ordained

minister in an instituted church; and,
3. The baptism is administered in the name of

the Trinity in a church that maintains a
confession of theTrinity.

POSITION OF THE PRCP RE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC BAPTISMS



c.  Why Must Infants Of Believers
Be Baptized?

BC: “We believe [that infants of believers] ought to be
baptized and sealed with the sign of the covenant, as the
children in Israel formerly were circumcised upon the same
promises that are made unto our children. And indeed
Christ shed His blood no less for the washing of the
children of the faithful than for adult persons; and
therefore they ought to receive the sign and sacrament of
that which Christ hath done for them; as the Lord
commanded in the law that they should be made partakers
of the sacrament of Christ’s suffering and death shortly
after they were born, by offering for them a lamb, which
was a sacrament of Jesus Christ. Moreover, what
circumcision was to the Jews, that baptism is to our
children. And for this reason Paul calls baptism the
circumcision of Christ.”



c.  Why Must Infants Of Believers
Be Baptized?

  Because of God’s Covenant!
  God establishes His covenant with believers and their seed 

(i.e., in generations/families) – Genesis 17:7, Acts 2:39.
  The Spirit and Salvation in Christ are also given to children

– Psalm 22:10, Jeremiah 1:5, Luke 1:15.

  Proofs:
  Circumcision (of infants) in the OT was replaced by Baptism 

(of infants) in the NT – Genesis 17:12, Colossians 2:11-13.
  Christ showed that children are included in God’s covenant 

by blessing infant children – Mark 10:13-16.
  Households were baptized in the NT, including any children 

in those families – Acts 10:2, 47-48, 16:15, 16:32-34, 18:8.



¨ GENESIS 17:7 – “And I will establish my covenant between
me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for
an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy
seed after thee.”

¨ ACTS 2:39 – “For the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the
Lord our God shall call.”

¨ PSALM 22:10 – “I was cast upon thee from the womb:
thou art my God from my mother's belly.”

¨ JEREMIAH 1:5 – “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew
thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb, I
sanctified thee, …”

¨ LUKE 1:15 – “For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord,
and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be
filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.”



¨ COLOSSIANS 2:11-13 – “In whom also ye are circumcised
with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the
body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried
with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through
the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the
dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven
you all trespasses;”

¨ MARK 10:13-16 – “And they brought young children to him,
that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that
brought them. But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased,
and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I
say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child, he shall not enter therein. And he took them up in
his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.”



¨ ACTS 10:2, 47-48 – “A devout man, and one that feared God with
all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God
alway. Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized,
which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then
prayed they him to tarry certain days.”

¨ ACTS 16:15 – “And when she was baptized, and her household, she
besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord,
come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.”

¨ ACTS 16:32-34 – “And they spake unto him the word of the Lord,
and to all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of
the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his,
straightway. And when he had brought them into his house, he set
meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.”

¨ ACTS 18:8 – “And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed
on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing
believed, and were baptized.”



LORD’S DAY 27 – THE GROUNDS FOR 
THE BAPTISM OF INFANTS

  Question 74. Are infants also to be baptized?
  Yes: for since they, as well as the adult, are included in the

covenant and church of God; and since redemption from sin by
the blood of Christ, and the Holy Ghost, the author of faith, is
promised to them no less than to the adult; they must therefore
by baptism, as a sign of the covenant, be also admitted into the
Christian church; and be distinguished from the children of
unbelievers as was done in the old covenant or testament by
circumcision, instead of which baptism is instituted in the new
covenant.

  Three grounds given:
1. Infants are included in the covenant and church of God.
2. Redemption through Christ is also promised to infants.
3. Circumcision in the OT is replaced by Baptism in the NT.



d.  Are All Infants Who Are Baptized 
Including In The Covenant And
Given The Covenant Promises?

 NO!
  Only the elect children are included in the covenant.
  Only the elect children are given the promises.

 Scriptures:
  Romans 9:6, 8 – “For they are not all Israel, which are of

Israel. … That is, They which are the children of the
flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children
of the promise are counted for the seed.”

  Romans 2:28-29 – “For he is not a Jew, which is one
outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward
in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, …”



e.  What Error Of Roman Catholicism 
Is Condemned By This Article?

 BC mentions the error of Rome: “Not that this 
[the internal cleansing of the soul] is effected by 
the external water.”

 BC condemns Roman Catholic error of ascribing 
saving power to the water of baptism.
 The water does not cleanse us, but is a sign – a 

physical sign pointing to a spiritual reality.
 A pastor administers what is visible, but God gives 

what is invisible & signified by the sacrament.



f.  What Errors Of The Anabaptists 
Are Condemned By This Article?

1. ERROR #1
 BC: Anabaptists “are not content with the one only 

baptism they have received.”
 Response: A believer should only be baptized once, 

“since we cannot be born [regenerated] twice.”

2. ERROR #2
 BC: Anabaptists “condemn the baptism of the 

infants of believers.”
 Response: Children ought to be baptized because 

of God’s covenant with believers and their seed.



g.  How Does The Sacrament Of 
Baptism Strengthen Our Faith?

 HOW?
  It is a means of grace that is used by the Spirit.
 Spirit uses baptism to strengthen our assurance.
 Spirit “seals” (guarantees) the “signs” in baptism.

 The Holy Spirit assures us of the things pictured 
by baptism – the things of which it is a sign.
  “You are Regenerated!”
  “You are Justified!”
  “You are Sanctified!”
  “You are in God’s Covenant!”



h.  When Does The Sacrament Of 
Baptism Strengthen Our Faith?

 WHEN?
 BC: “Neither does this baptism avail us only at the

time when the water is poured upon us and received by
us, but also through the whole course of our life.”

 When one is baptized as an adult (as a conscious 
believer) – the Holy Spirit uses it as a means of 
grace in those who are elect.

 Throughout our lives when we reflect on the fact 
that we have been baptized.  This usually happens 
when we witness others being baptized.



EXTRA QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING BAPTISM

1. Are all baptized children saved?
  No, only the elect are saved.
  Romans 4:12, Galatians 3:9, Romans 9:6.

2. Can one be saved without baptism?
  Yes. Baptism is a sign and is not indispensable for salvation.
  What saves is the reality it points to.
  Galatians 3:27, I Corinthians 12:13, Romans 6:3-6.

3. What is the correct mode for baptism?
  Possible modes: (1) Immersion, (2) Pouring, (3) Sprinkling.
  The mode doesn’t matter. But sprinkling is sufficient.
  Ezekiel 36:25, Matthew 3:16, Acts 16:33, John 13:10.



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #35

THE  HOLY SUPPER
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



a.  What Is The Purpose Of The 
Sacrament Of The Lord’s Supper?

 BC: Christ ordained and instituted it “… to nourish
and support those whom He has already regenerated
and incorporated into His family, which is His
church.”
 Explanation (given in Article 35 itself):
  We receive spiritual and heavenly life at regeneration.  

God’s purpose is to support and nourish that life.
  God sent and gives us living bread for our spiritual 

nourishment.  That living Bread is Jesus Christ.
  The Lord’s Supper is an earthly and visible sign and 

seal of Christ’s body and blood – i.e., of Christ Who is 
our spiritual and heavenly bread and drink.



b.  Who May Partake Of 
The Lord’s Supper?

 Belgic Confession:
  Those whom Christ has “already regenerated.” They 

have had a “second birth.”
  Those whom Christ has “already incorporated into 

His family, which is His church.”
  They are “elect.” They are “believers.”

 L.S. is given by Christ for those who are:
  Regenerated – spiritual and heavenly life in them.
  Believers – they have confessed their faith.
  Church members – confess faith in instituted church.



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM
LORD’S DAY 30 – Q&A 81

Q: For whom is the Lord's Supper instituted?
A: For those who are truly sorrowful for their
sins, and yet trust that these are forgiven them
for the sake of Christ; and that their remaining
infirmities are covered by his passion and death;
and who also earnestly desire to have their faith
more and more strengthened, and their lives
more holy; but hypocrites, and such as turn not
to God with sincere hearts, eat and drink
judgment to themselves.



b.  When Is One Ready To Partake
Of The Lord’s Supper?

 Belgic Confession:
  “Lastly, we receive this holy sacrament in the assembly

of the people of God … making there confession of our
faith and of the Christian religion.”

  “Therefore no one ought to come to this table without
having previously rightly examined himself, lest by
eating of this bread and drinking of this cup he eat and
drink judgment to himself.”

 Readiness involves especially two things:
  Making confession of faith in an instituted church.
  Living according to that confession – Self-examination.





I CORINTHIANS 11:27-29

Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, 
and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord.  But let a man examine himself, and 
so let him eat of that bread, and drink of 

that cup.  For he that eateth and drinketh
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation 
to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.



c.  What Is Paedo-Communion?  Why 
Should We Be Opposed To It?

 Various Practices/Approaches:
  PAEDO Communion.
  OPEN Communion
  CLOSED Communion

 Biblical Practice is CLOSE Communion.
  “Close” communion = “Supervised” communion.
  Crucial for the sake of the individual – I Cor. 11:27, 29.
  Crucial for the sake of the church – I Cor. 11:30.

 Children are not yet able (1) to examine themselves 
properly, or (2) to discern the Lord’s body properly.



CONSISTORY SUPERVISION/ANNOUNCEMENT

“After a week of self-examination, confessing members in good
standing are called and privileged to partake of the sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper this morning. Our participation in the
Lord’s Supper is a witness that we repent of our sins, believe
that Jesus Christ is our righteousness, and desire to live in
godliness. Because this heavenly food can be taken to one’s
judgment (I Cor. 11:28-30), and because the receiving of this
food as a congregational body is a confession of doctrinal
oneness (Acts 2:42), the elders supervise the partaking of the
sacrament. If you are visiting from another PRC congregation,
please contact the elders before communing. Visitors from
other denominations must appear to make their request at the
consistory meeting prior to communion. If we cannot
administer the sacrament to you, we are not judging whether
or not you are a child of God; we are simply recognizing the
reality that there is not at this time doctrinal agreement
between our respective church bodies. Please respect our
desire to be faithful to God’s Word in this matter.”



d.  State The Views Of The Following 
Concerning Christ’s Presence In The L.S.  
How Does This Article Condemn These?
  Erroneous Views:
  LUTHERAN view is Consubstantiation.
  ROMAN CATHOLIC view is Transubstantiation.
  ZWINGLIAN view is the L.S. is only a Memorial Feast.

  Refutation:
  Bread & wine “represent” Christ and are “signs” of Christ.
  The “manner of our partaking is not by the mouth, but by 

the spirit through faith.” 
  We “apply and receive Him [Christ] by faith in the spirit.”
  “Christ always sits at the right hand of His Father in the 

heavens,” and therefore “this feast is a spiritual table.”
  We do not “use His sacraments in vain” for “He works in us 

all that He represents to us by these holy signs.”



“And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and
blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the
disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.”
(Matthew 26:26)

“That the Lord Jesus ... took bread: And when he
had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take,
eat: this is my body, which is broken for you:”
(I Corinthians 11:23-24)

“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread
which we break, is it not the communion of the
body of Christ?” (I Corinthians 10:16)



Therefore we reject all mixtures and 
damnable inventions which men have 

added unto and blended with the 
sacraments, as profanations of them, 

and affirm that we ought to rest satisfied 
with the ordinance which Christ and His 
apostles have taught us, and that we 

must speak of them in the same manner 
as they have spoken.



e.  How Do We Explain The Phrase That 
We Eat And Drink “the proper

body and blood of Christ”?
 Explanation:
  We “eat Him” [Christ] when we “apply and receive Him 

by faith in the spirit.”
  We receive Him “by faith (which is the hand and mouth 

of our soul.”
  ”The manner of our partaking of the same is not by the 

mouth, but by the spirit through faith.”
  Christ makes us “partakers of Himself by faith. This 

feast is a spiritual table.”
  NB: The purpose of this language in the article is especially 

to make clear the L.S. is indeed a means of grace for the 
believer – not simply a “memorial.”  We really do partake of 
Christ …... not physically, but spiritually by the Spirit!



f.  What Must We Do In Preparation For 
Partaking?  What Does This Involve?

 Belgic Confession: “Therefore no one ought to come to
this table without having previously rightly examined
himself, lest by eating of this bread and drinking of this cup
he eat and drink judgment to himself.”

  I Corinthians 11:27-29, II Corinthians 13:5, Psalm 139:23-24

I CORINTHIANS 11:27-29
Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink 

this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord.  But let a man 

examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup.  For he that eateth and 

drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation 
to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.



SELF EXAMINATION
[Form For The Administration Of The Lord’s Supper]
True examination of ourselves consists of these three parts:
  First. That every one consider by himself, his sins and the curse due to

him for them, to the end that he may abhor and humble himself
before God: considering that the wrath of God against sin is so great,
that (rather than it should go unpunished) he hath punished the same
in his beloved Son Jesus Christ, with the bitter and shameful death of
the cross.

  Secondly. That every one examine his own heart, whether he doth
believe this faithful promise of God, that all his sins are forgiven him
only for the sake of the passion and death of Jesus Christ, and that
the perfect righteousness of Christ is imputed and freely given him as
his own, yea, so perfectly, as if he had satisfied in his own person for
all his sins, and fulfilled all righteousness.

  Thirdly. That everyone examine his own conscience, whether he
purposeth henceforth to show true thankfulness to God in his whole
life, and to walk uprightly before him; as also, whether he hath laid
aside unfeignedly all enmity, hatred, and envy, and doth firmly
resolve henceforward to walk in true love and peace with his
neighbor.



PREPARATORY SERMON
[Questions for Church Visitation]

Questions to the Full Consistory
1. Is the Word administered at least twice on the Lord’s

Day?

2. Is the Heidelberg Catechism regularly explained in the
services for divine worship, so that no doctrine is left
untreated?

3. In the reading services, are sermons used as much as
possible which are produced in our own circle?

4. Is the Lord’s Supper celebrated at least four times a
year, preceded by a preparatory sermon, and followed
by an applicatory sermon?



g.  What Is Meant By “eating and 
drinking judgment” To Oneself?

For Whom Is This True?
 Eating and Drinking Judgment to Oneself
  This refers to adding to one’s judgment.  If someone 

partakes unworthily, God’s condemnation of that 
person becomes greater.

  What is true of the preaching of the Word (Matt. 10:14-
15, Matt. 11:20-24, Luke 10:1-16, II Cor. 2:16) is also true 
of the sacraments.

  For whom is this true?
  Always true for unbelievers.  The ungodly reprobate 

always partake unworthily and thus always eat and 
drink judgment to themselves.

  A believing child of God commits sin and increases his 
guilt for sin if he partakes unworthily.



Further, though the sacraments are 
connected with the thing signified, 

nevertheless both are not received by all 
men.  The ungodly indeed receives the 
sacrament to his condemnation, but he 

doth not receive the truth of the sacrament 
– as Judas and Simon the sorcerer both 
indeed received the sacrament but not 
Christ who was signified by it, of whom 

believers only are made partakers.



h.  What Should Partaking Of The 
Lord’s Supper Produce In Us?

 Belgic Confession:
  “… we receive this holy sacrament in the assembly

of the people of God with humility and reverence,
keeping up among us a holy remembrance of the
death of Christ our Savior with thanksgiving.”
  “We are excited by the use of this holy sacrament to

a fervent love towards God and our neighbor.”

1) Humility, 2) Reverence, 3) Thanksgiving, 4) Love

Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love 
one another.  (I JOHN 4:11)



RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
BAPTISM and THE LORD’S SUPPER

  Baptism is a sign of entering the covenant. Thus administered 
to infants.  Administered only once.  Precedes Lord’s Supper.

  Lord’s Supper is a sign of continuous living in the covenant.  
Thus it is for conscious believers.  It is repeated regularly.

“The difference between the two sacraments lies in the fact
that baptism pictures our entrance into the covenant and
fellowship of God, while the Lord’s supper pictures our life
in that covenant once we have entered. The two together,
therefore, picture the whole of the Christian life and show
that it is by grace alone.” Doctrine According To Godliness, p. 275



RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
PREACHING and SACRAMENTS

(1) PREACHING

Preaching is the chief (primary) 
means of grace.

Preaching works/produces faith 
and strengthens faith.

The preaching can function 
without the sacraments.

The preaching is a means of 
grace through our ears.

(2) SACRAMENTS

Sacraments are a secondary 
means of grace.

Sacraments strengthen faith 
(do not work/produce faith).

The sacraments cannot 
function without the preaching.

Sacraments are a means of 
grace through other senses.



CHURCH ORDER OF DORDT
OVERVIEW OF ARTICLES 61-64

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
• Article 61 – Who May Partake of the LS

• Article 62 – How To Administer the LS

• Article 63 – How Often To Administer the LS

• Article 64 – Where To Administer the LS



ARTICLE 61 OF CHURCH ORDER

None shall be admitted to the Lord’s Supper
except those who according to the usage of
the church with which they unite themselves
have made a confession of the Reformed
religion, besides being reputed to be of a
godly walk, without which those who come
from other churches shall not be admitted.

WHO MAY PARTAKE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER



ARTICLE 62 OF CHURCH ORDER
Every church shall administer the Lord’s Supper
in such a manner as it shall judge most
conducive to edification; provided, however, that
the outward ceremonies as prescribed in God’s
Word be not changed, and all superstition be
avoided, and that at the conclusion of the
sermon and the usual prayers the form for the
administration of the Lord’s Supper, together
with the prayer for that purpose, shall be read.

HOW TO ADMINISTER THE LORD’S SUPPER



ARTICLE 63 OF CHURCH ORDER

The Lord’s Supper shall be
administered at least every two
or three months.

HOW OFTEN ADMINISTER LORD’S SUPPER



ARTICLE 64 OF CHURCH ORDER

The administration of the Lord’s
Supper shall take place only there
where there is supervision of elders,
according to the ecclesiastical order,
and in a public gathering of the
congregation.

WHERE TO ADMINISTER THE LORD’S SUPPER



BELGIC CONFESSION
OF FAITH
ARTICLE #36

THE  MAGISTRATES
[Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary]



Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2

Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance
of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves
damnation. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the
evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is
good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 4 For he is the
minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil,
be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the
minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that
doeth evil. 5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for
wrath, but also for conscience sake. 6 For for this cause pay ye
tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually
upon this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute
to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom
fear; honour to whom honour.

ROMANS 13:1-6



a.  Why Has God Appointed Rulers (e.g., 
kings, presidents, magistrates, judges, 

police, etc.) In Society?
 Belgic Confession:
 To restrain sin in society: “to the end that the 
dissoluteness of men might be restrained.”
 To maintain good order: “to the end that … all things 
[be] carried on among [men] with good order and 
decency.”
 To protect the church: “that they protect the sacred 
ministry.”

 Note the following:
 This is necessary “because of the depravity of mankind.”
 God puts rulers in place for the sake of His church and 
kingdom.



b.  By What Methods May And Should 
Our Rulers Keep Order In Society?

 Belgic Confession: “For this purpose God has invested
the magistracy with the sword, for the punishment of
evil doers and for the praise of them that do well.”

 ROMANS 13:4 – “For he is the minister of God to thee
for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for
he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister
of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that
doeth evil.”

 Two methods:
  PUNISHMENT
  PRAISE



c.  To What Extent Should The  
Government Be Involved In What The 

Church Does?
 Questions: Should government stop all citizens from working 

on Sunday?  Should they make all citizens attend church?  
What is the proper separation of church and state?

 Answer:
 Government may make and enforce laws in the public domain.
 But may not make laws concerning what happens in the church.

 Relationship Between Church and State
  Each has a different God-given sphere of authority.
  Neither may interfere with or intrude on the other.
  Church & State may not be merged.  Must be kept separate.



The consistory shall take care that the churches, for
the possession of their property and the peace and
order of their meetings, can claim the protection of the
authorities; it should be well understood, however,
that for the sake of peace and material possession they
may never suffer the royal government of Christ over
His church to be in the least infringed upon.

SUMMARY: The consistory has the duty to protect 
the church’s property and worship, and may seek 
the government’s protection and help with this.

ARTICLE 28 OF CHURCH ORDER



The Church-State Relationship:
Duties of the State, Duties of the Church

 The State’s Duties Toward The Church:
1. To allow and make it possible for the church to have 

peaceful worship.  I Timothy 2:2.
2. To protect the property of the church.  Romans 13:4a.

 The Church’s Duties Toward The State:
1. The church and her members must submit to and 

obey government.  Romans 13:1-7, Acts 5:29.
2. The church and her members must pray for the 

government/rulers.  I Timothy 2:1-2.



d.  What Are The Duties We Have As 
Citizens Toward Our Rulers?

 BC: “Moreover, it is the bounden duty of every one,
of what state, quality, or condition so ever he may
be, to subject himself to the magistrates; to pay
tribute, to show due honor and respect to them,
and to obey them in all things which are not
repugnant to the Word of God; to supplicate for
them in their prayers, that God may rule and guide
them in all their ways, and that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
honesty.”



d.  What Are The Duties We Have As 
Citizens Toward Our Rulers?

 Belgic Confession:

 To submit to them

 To obey them

 To pay taxes to them

 To honor them

 To pray for them

 References:

 Exodus 20:12

 Titus 3:1

 Mark 12:17

 Proverbs 8:15, 21:1

 Daniel 2:21, 2:37



FIFTH COMMANDMENT: “Honor thy father and thy mother:
that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy
God giveth thee.”

Heidelberg Catechism, Question 104. What doth God
require in the fifth commandment?

Answer. That I show all honor, love and fidelity, to my
father and mother, and all in authority over me, and submit
myself to their good instruction and correction, with due
obedience; and also patiently bear with their weaknesses and
infirmities, since it pleasesGod to govern us by their hand.

LORD’S DAY 39 OF H.C.



e.  Explain The Difference Between 
Submitting To And Obeying Our Rulers.

 We are required to do both: Submit and Obey!
 We must always submit to them.  But sometimes we cannot 

and must not obey them.
 BC: “obey them in all things which are not repugnant to the 

Word of God.”

 Explanation:
 Not obey when what they require is contrary to the Word 

and will of God.  Acts 4:17-19, Acts 5:26-29.
 Must still submit.  We may not rebel.  The faults/sins of 

rulers are not an excuse for us to disrespect/dishonor them.
 NB: The error of the Anabaptists (last paragraph).



f.  What Is Involved In Praying
For Our Rulers?

  JEREMIAH 29:7 – “And seek the peace of the city whither I have
caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it:
for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.”

  I TIMOTHY 2:1-4 – “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2 For
kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 3 For this is good and
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; 4 Who will have all men to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”

 Pray (1) that they would rule in such a way that the church and the 
people of God may exist, have freedom, peace, etc., 

 Pray (2) that God might be pleased to save our rulers (NB: “all 
men” refers to “all kinds of men” – from all levels of society).


