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INTRODUCTION to ARTICLE 37

 ESCHATOLOGY:
  The Intermediate State
  The Precursory Signs
  The Antichrist
  The Millennium
  The Return of Christ
  The Final Resurrection
  The Final Judgment
  Eternal State of Things

 ARTICLE 37:
  Visible Return of Christ
  Destruction of Universe
  The Final Resurrection
  The Final Judgment Day
  Eternal State of Things

Article 37 is one of the most detailed treatments 
of Eschatology in the Three Forms of Unity



CROSS REFERENCES TO 
ESCHATOLOGY IN OUR CREEDS

 HC, LD 19, Q. 52 – What comfort is it to thee that 
“Christ shall come again to judge the quick and 
the dead”?

 HC, LD 22, Q. 57 – What comfort doth the 
“resurrection of the body” afford thee?

 HC, LD 22, Q. 58 – What comfort takest thou 
from the article of “life everlasting”?

 HC, LD 48, Q. 123 – What is the second petition? 
(Lord’s Prayer, “Thy Kingdom Come”)



REFORMED ELEMENTS
OF ARTICLE 37

1. Emphasizes God’s Sovereignty : He determines when 
the end will be, He makes everything happen, etc.

2. Emphasizes there will only be one more coming of 
Christ and one judgment day – (cf. pre-mills).

3. Emphasizes that all of the elect will be gathered when 
Christ returns – (cf. pre-mills).

4. Emphasizes that Christ’s return will be bodily and thus 
also visible to all – (cf. pre-mills).

5. Emphasizes that this current world will all be burned up 
and destroyed – (cf. post-mills).

6. Emphasizes that the purpose of the final judgment is 
the Theodicy.



a.  What Determines When The Lord 
Jesus Christ Will Return?

 BC mentions two things:
  ”when the time appointed by the Lord is come”
  ”when … the number of the elect [is] complete”

 The determining factor is the salvation of the elect.
  MATTHEW 24:14 – And this gospel of the kingdom

shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.

  II PETER 3:9 – The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.



a.  What Determines When The Lord 
Jesus Christ Will Return?

 No-one knows exactly WHEN the end will be.
  BC: “when the time appointed by the Lord (which is 

unknown to all creatures) is come”

 Scriptures:
  Matthew 24:36 – But of that day and hour knoweth no 

man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.
  Matthew 25:13 – Watch therefore, for ye know neither 

the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
  Acts 1:7 – It is not for you to know the times or the 

seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.



b.  What Indications Does God Give Us 
Today That The Return Of Christ Is 
Approaching And Could Be Soon?

  It is true that the “time appointed [is] unknown to all 
creatures,” but God does give us Precursory Signs.

  Definition: The precursory signs are all the events in the
realm of nature, and in the history of the nations, and in the
church which indicate that Jesus is coming and that the end
of all things is near and approaches quickly.

  Explanation:
  They precede the second and final coming of Christ.
  They indicate the nearness of the 2nd coming of Christ.
  They are part of and bring about the 2nd coming of Christ.
  They are seen in 1) nature, 2) world history, 3) the church.



Some Precursory Signs

1. In NATURE (Matt. 24, Mark 13, Luke 21, Rev. 6)
  Famines, Pestilence (diseases), Storms, Floods, Volcanoes, 

Earthquakes, Tsunamis, Destruction of heavenly bodies.

2. In the WORLD (Matt. 24, II Tim. 3, Rev. 13)
  Wars and rumors of wars
  Wickedness abounding (development of sin)
  Antichrist and his antichristian kingdom

3. In the CHURCH (Matt. 24, I Tim. 4, I Pet. 4, Rev. 13)
  Negative: Apostasy, False prophets, Antichrist, Persecution
  Positive: Gospel preached to all nations (world-wide)



c.  What Things Will Christ Do
When He Returns?

1. The Final Resurrection
 BC: All the dead shall be raised out of the earth, 

and their souls joined and united with their proper 
bodies in which they formerly lived.

2. The Destruction and Renewal of the Universe
 BC: Jesus Christ will come from heaven, … burning 

this old world with fire and flame to cleanse it.

3. The Final Judgment
 BC: Christ will come from heaven, … to declare 

Himself Judge of the quick and the dead.



d.  Explain What The Different Books 
In Revelation 20:12-13 Are.

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were written
in the books, according to their works.

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in
them: and they were judged every man according to
their works.



d.  Explain What The Different Books 
In Revelation 20:12-13 Are.

  “BOOKS”
  These contain a record of every individual’s “works”.
  Everyone will be made conscious/aware of all his works.
  Each person will be judged ”according to his works.”

  “BOOK OF LIFE”
  This contains the names of all the elect.
  Vs. 15 – And whosoever was not found written in the 

book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

 Note: Also the elect will be judged.   Matthew 12:36, 
II Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:11-12.



e.  Does Our Being Judged “according to 
works” Imply That We Are Saved 
Because Of Our Works?  Explain.

  “According to” works is different from “because of” 
works and from “on the basis of” works.
  “According to works” means “in harmony with works.”
  The verdict will be in harmony with what a person did.

  If it were “because of works,” then two problems:
1. Would deny salvation by grace alone.  Eph. 2:8-10.
2. Everyone would be condemned, and no one saved.

 The works of the elect will also be exposed.
1. Good works will show what Christ has done in us.
2. Evil works (sins) will show what Christ has covered.



f.  Since God Already Knows Who Will Go 
To Heaven And Who To Hell, What Is
The Purpose Of The Judgment Day?

  Negatively:
  NOT for God to find out who is elect and who is reprobate.
  NOT for man to find out if he is an elect or a reprobate.

  The Purpose is the THEODICY – (God Justified).
  The public revelation of God’s righteousness.  (Rom. 2:5-11)
  God justified in the consciousness of all moral creatures.

  Three Aspects To The Theodicy:
1. It will be made clear that God was always righteous and 

just/fair in all He did in the world.
2. It will be made clear that God is just in the judgments He 

pronounces and executes.
3. The result will be that everyone will acknowledge that God 

always was and always is the righteous Judge.



ROMANS 2:5-11 – 5 But after thy hardness and
impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath
against the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God; 6 Who will render to every
man according to his deeds: 7 To them who by patient
continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour
and immortality, eternal life: 8 But unto them that are
contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 9 Tribulation
and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil,
of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; 10 But glory,
honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good,
to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: 11 For there is
no respect of persons with God.



g.  How Should The Wicked View The 
Coming Judgment Day?  Why?

BC: “Therefore the consideration of this judgment is
justly terrible and dreadful to the wicked and ungodly”

 Why?
  BC: because of “the terrible vengeance which God shall

execute on the wicked, who most cruelly persecuted,
oppressed, and tormented [the elect] in this world”

  BC: they “shall be tormented in that everlasting fire
which is prepared for the devil and his angels”

 Scripture makes clear the wicked will receive what 
they deserve, and will deserve what they receive.
  Zeph. 1:14-18, Eccl. 11:9-10, Acts 24:24-25, Rev. 20:15.



ZEPHANIAH 1:14-18 – The great day of the LORD is near,
it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day
of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 15

That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress,
a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16 A day
of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and
against the high towers. 17 And I will bring distress upon
men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they
have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be
poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. 18 Neither
their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in
the day of the LORD'S wrath; but the whole land shall be
devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make
even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.



ECCLESIASTES 11:9-10 – Rejoice, O young man, in thy
youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy
youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the
sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these
things God will bring thee into judgment. 10 Therefore
remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from
thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity.
ACTS 24:24-25 – And after certain days, when Felix came
with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for
Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 25 And
as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and
judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy
way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will
call for thee.
REVELATION 20:15 – And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.



h.  Why Do God’s People Look 
Forward To The Judgment Day?

We will be fully delivered from sin and suffering.

We will be publicly declared innocent by God.

We will be avenged (Luke 18:1-8, II Thess. 1:6-9).

Christ our Savior will be our Judge (HC, LD 19).

The outcome will be entrance into heavenly glory.

The Triune God will be justified and honored.



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM
LORD’S DAY 19, Q&A 52

Q. 52: What comfort is it to thee that "Christ shall
come again to judge the quick and the dead"?

A. 52. That in all my sorrows and persecutions, with
uplifted head I look for the very same person, who
before offered himself for my sake to the tribunal of
God, and has removed all curse from me, to come as
judge from heaven: who shall cast all his and my
enemies into everlasting condemnation, but shall
translate me with all his chosen ones to himself, into
heavenly joys and glory.



REVELATION 22

Christ states three times He is coming:
• Verse 7 – Behold, I come quickly.
• Verse 12 – And, behold, I come quickly.
• Verse 20 – Surely I come quickly. Amen.

The response of the believer is:
• Verse 20 – “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”


