
INTRODUCTION 



• Reformed churches are CONFESSIONAL 
• A faithful Reformed church is first of all “biblical.” 

• But such a church is also “confessional.” 

 

• What are CREEDS/CONFESSIONS? 
• Confessions summarize the truths of the Bible in systematic 

form (the Bible is not like a textbook). 

• Confessions are a result of the Spirit leading the church into 
the truth: John 14:26, John 16:13-14. 

 

• Some Different NAMES given to Creeds: 
• Creed – “to believe.” 

• Confession – “to speak with others.” 

• Standard – a sign or banner.  Psalm 60:4. 

• Forms of Unity – the basis of unity, because truth unites. 



• Only the Bible is inspired and infallible. 
• Creeds are not above the Bible. 

• Creeds are not equal to the Bible. 

• The Bible is the only rule for faith and life. 

 

• However, we can trust that the creeds are 
biblical and accurate. 
• 1st – because the Spirit has led the church into the truth.  

John 16:13-14. 

• 2nd – because we ourselves can tell that they are biblical.  
Acts 17:11. 

• 3rd – because they have withstood the test of time (450 
years now). 



1. Help us understand the Scriptures 

 

2. Helpful tools to teach the truth. 

 

3. A means of preserving the truth. 

 

4. Tool to let others know what we believe. 

 

5. Basis for churches and believers to unite. 



 

• The Protestant Reformed Churches in America 
(PRCA) use 3 main creeds: 

1. The Heidelberg Catechism 

2. The Belgic Confession of Faith 

3. The Canons of Dordt 

 

• The PRCA also subscribe to a few other creeds: 

• Apostles’ Creed 

• Athanasian Creed 

• Nicene Creed 

• Creed of Chalcedon 



1. By studying the Heidelberg Catechism, we are able to 
study all the truth of the Word of God. 

1. The whole counsel and will of God re our salvation. 

2. John 14:6.  Acts 20:27. 
 

 

2. The Heidelberg Catechism is a beautiful creed. 

• It is not abstract, but very personal. 

• The theme is “comfort.”  Isaiah 40:1-2. 
 

 

2. We study it for our spiritual growth and protection – II 
Peter 3:18, Hosea 4:6, Jeremiah 6:16, Proverbs 23:23. 



SUMMARY 

• Divided up into 52 Lord’s Days.  Why? 

• So can be used for preaching – a sermon each Sunday 

SECTIONS  [LD I, Q&A 2] 

• Three main sections/parts: Sin, Deliverance, Thankfulness 

• Sin/Salvation/Service; Guilt/Grace/Gratitude 

THEME 

• Comfort: “My only comfort is that I belong to Jesus Christ!” 

• The theme from start to finish – of every Lord’s Day 

CHARACTER 

• Not cold/abstract/theoretical in teaching doctrine 

• Personal & Direct & Experiential – “You, I, My, We, Our, …” 


