
HEIDELBERG CATECHISM – LORD’S DAY 10

"The providence of god"



LORD’S DAY 10

• Question 27. What dost thou mean by the providence of God?
• Answer: The almighty and everywhere present power of God;

whereby, as it were by His hand, He upholds and governs
heaven, earth, and all creatures; so that herbs and grass, rain
and drought, fruitful and barren years, meat and drink, health
and sickness, riches and poverty, yea, and all things come, not
by chance, but by His fatherly hand.

• Question 28. What advantage is it to know that God has
created, and by His providence doth still uphold all things?

• Answer: That we may be patient in adversity; thankful in
prosperity; and that in all things, which may hereafter befall
us, we place our firm trust in our faithful God and Father, that
nothing shall separate us from His love; since all creatures are
so in His hand, that without His will they cannot so much as
move.



INTRODUCTION

1. PROVIDENCE is a truth that is crucially important for 
us to know and confess.
– It is the explanation for all that happens in the world –

sickness/health, poverty/riches, war/peace, etc.

– It is the explanation for all that happens in your life –
troubles, disappointments, sorrow, success, joy, etc.

– No matter what happens, we know WHY it happened –
because of the PROVIDENCE of God!

2. The truth of Providence provides COMFORT.
– It is our FATHER’S hand that does everything.

– Therefore Providence is GOSPEL (good news).



HEIDELBERG CATECHISM
LORD’S DAY 10

• "THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD"

I. Preserving All Things

II. Governing All Things

III. Comforting His People



I. PRESERVING ALL THINGS (part 1)

• What is God’s relationship to the world He made?  
How is He involved?  What is He doing in it?

• Some (DEISTS) say: "God is doing nothing!"

1. God is like a clockmaker in relation to the world.

2. World doesn’t need God – it has the laws of nature.

• Deism is WRONG.  An attack on God.

– Says God is uninterested, uninvolved, indifferent.

– Says He’s a careless Father – He doesn’t care about us.

– Says everything is by chance – arbitrary, luck, fate.



I. PRESERVING ALL THINGS (part 2)

• GOD UPHOLDS/PRESERVES HIS CREATION – A. 27
– The almighty and everywhere present power of God; whereby,
as it were by His hand, He upholds … heaven, earth, and all
creatures; so that … all things come, not by chance, but by His
fatherly hand.

• GOD DID NOT ABANDON THE WORLD.
– Did not let laws of nature take over.  Nor chance.  Nor men.

• GOD CARES FOR THE WORLD (HIS WORLD).
– He is very interested in it, & very involved, & very caring.
– This is His world.  It is important to Him and His purposes.
– God cares for His whole creation as a faithful Father.

• Very beautifully and clearly expressed in the Psalms: 
Psalm 65:9-13, Psalm 104:13-15, 27-28, Psalm 145:15-16.



I. PRESERVING ALL THINGS (part 3)

• PSALM 65:9ff – “Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou
greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water:
thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it. Thou
waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou settlest the furrows
thereof: thou makest it soft with showers: thou blessest the
springing thereof.”

• PSALM 104:13-15 – “He watereth the hills from his chambers: the
earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works. He causeth the grass
to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he
may bring forth food out of the earth; And wine that maketh glad
the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and bread
which strengtheneth man's heart.”

• PSALM 145:15-16 – “The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou
givest them their meat in due season. Thou openest thine hand,
and satisfiest the desire of every living thing.”

• NOTE: Mind-boggling to think God has the time and ability to do 
all this.  And also, while doing it all, time to care for each of us.



II. GOVERNING ALL THINGS (part 1)

• A. 27 of Heidelberg Catechism:
– [Providence is] the almighty & everywhere present power
of God; whereby, as it were by His hand, He … governs
heaven, earth, and all creatures; so that herbs and grass,
rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, meat and
drink, health and sickness, riches and poverty, yea, and all
things come, not by chance, but by His fatherly hand.

• God also "governs" and rules His creation.
– He is absolutely sovereign over everything in the world –

both good things and bad things (evils).

– Every creature and every power is in God’s hands.  Also
the wicked.  No creature can do anything of itself.

– Nothing comes by chance.  God is in absolute control.



II. GOVERNING ALL THINGS (part 2)

• Denied by DUALISM.
– Say that there are two, distinct and equally sovereign

powers: God and Satan.

– Say that God sends the good things, and all bad things
(evils) are caused by Satan.

– Compare everything to a chess game, in which God is
sometimes outmanouvered by Satan.

– Say God will win, because He is a master chessplayer.  "God
will make everything turn out okay in the end."

• Our Response to This:
– A Serious Error: denies and destroys God’s sovereignty.

– Unbiblical: Amos 3:6, Isaiah 45:7, Daniel 4:35, Psalm 104:29



II. GOVERNING ALL THINGS (part 3)

• Amos 3:6 – “… Shall there be evil in a city, and the LORD hath
not done it?”

• Isaiah 45:7 – “I form the light, and create darkness: I make
peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.”

• Daniel 4:35 – “And all the inhabitants of the earth are
reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and
none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?”

• Psalm 104:29 – “Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou
takest away their breath, they die, & return to their dust.”

• God does not simply permit/allow bad things (evils) to 
happen, but God actively sends and controls them.



III. COMFORTING HIS PEOPLE

• Comfort that all things come from "His fatherly hand"
– Everything is from God Who is our Father in Jesus Christ.

– Our Father upholds and governs all things for our benefit.

– All serves our salvation and leads us to heavenly glory.

– Romans 8:28, Genesis 50:20, II Corinthians 4:15, etc.

• Thus we are able (as the Heidelberg mentions):
1. To be PATIENT in adversity – endure suffering w/o anger, 

bitterness, complaint; because He does all things well.

2. To be THANKFUL in prosperity – not take things for 
granted; thankful God provides, & gives it to us in grace.

3. To put our TRUST in Him – confident that nothing will
separate us from Him and His love.


