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Q. 37. What do you understand by the words, "He suffered"?

A. 37. That He, all the time that He lived on earth, but especially at the end
of His life, sustained in body and soul, the wrath of God against the sins of
all mankind: that so by His passion, as the only propitiatory sacrifice, He
might redeem our body and soul from everlasting damnation, and obtain
for us the favor of God, righteousness and eternal life.

Q. 38. Why did He suffer under Pontius Pilate, as judge?

A. 38. That He, being innocent, and yet condemned by a temporal judge,
might thereby free us from the severe judgment of God to which we were
exposed.

Q. 39. Is there anything more in His being crucified, than if He had died
some other death?

A. 39. Yes there is; for thereby I am assured, that He took on Him the curse
which lay upon me; for the death of the cross was accursed of God.

LORD’S DAY 15



I PETER 2:24 – “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree,
that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes
ye were healed.”

ISAIAH 53:12 – “… he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was
numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.”

I JOHN 2:2 – “And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world.”

JOHN 19:4 – “Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold,
I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him.”

GALATIANS 3:13 – “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a
tree:” (cf. Deuteronomy 21:23)

Proof Texts for
Lord’s Day 15



1. Lord’s Day 15 explains these words in the Apostles’ Creed: 
that Jesus Christ “suffered under Pontius Pilate.”

2. The summary of Jesus’ earthly life is basically this:
◦ “He was born, He suffered, He died.”  
◦ That is a very accurate biography of His life.

3. We know what it means for a human to suffer.
◦ We know it from what we see/observe.
◦ We know it from what we ourselves experience.

4. But we cannot know or understand very well what it 
meant for Jesus Christ to suffer.

◦ He suffered as no one ever has or ever will.
◦ He was the greatest sufferer that ever lived on earth.

INTRODUCTION



Theme for Lord’s Day 15

OUR SAVIOR’S SEVERE SUFFERING

I.  WHAT OUR SAVIOR SUFFERED

II.  WHAT MADE IT SO SEVERE

III.  WHAT IT ACCOMPLISHED



1. Jesus suffered DURING HIS WHOLE EARTHLY LIFE.
◦ Suffered by leaving heaven and coming into a world of sinners.

◦ He was poor & homeless.  He was despised & opposed from birth on.

◦ All this suffering was constant.  He was a man of sorrows every day.

2. Jesus suffered AT THE END OF HIS LIFE – this was the worst!
1. He was rejected by all.  (Isaiah 53:3, Psalm 69:4)

◦ By world rulers; By Jewish leaders; By Jewish people; By His disciples.

◦ Awful to be rejected by so many people, and left to suffer alone.

2. He died on a cross.

◦ A painful death.  Very painful.  Jesus experienced it for 6 hours.

◦ A shameful death.  Very public.  Used for the dregs of society.

◦ An accursed death.  The curse of God was on Him – Galatians 3:13.

I.  WHAT OUR SAVIOR SUFFERED



1. What made it severe was not the earthly suffering, but the 
divine aspect of His suffering.

◦ It was severe because the suffering came from heaven.  It was severe 
because of what God was doing to Him.

◦ It was severe because the divine aspect was God’s eternal wrath on Him, 
and the eternal wrath of God is the suffering of hell.

2. Intense suffering for Jesus Christ because:
1. He suffered wrath for all the sins of innumerable multitude of the elect.

2. He Who suffered that wrath was personally innocent - didn’t deserve it.

3. Eternal wrath on Him compressed into 33 ½ years, and especially 3 hours.

4. The wrath of God on Him was constant, every day of His earthly life.

5. The One Who made Him suffer all this was His beloved heavenly Father.

3. II Corinthians 5:21 – He, who knew no sin, was made sin for us.

II.  WHAT MADE IT SO SEVERE



1. Christ’s suffering had a purpose: SALVATION.
1. He atoned by suffering God’s wrath for (instead of) the elect.

2. He made the payment that frees us from God’s eternal wrath.

3. We do not have to suffer what He did: wrath of God in hell.

4. Substitutionary Atonement: Is. 53:4-5, 11, I Pet. 2:24, LD 15.

2. Christ’s suffering also produces FRUIT in us.
1. HUMBLED by realizing what He suffered, for we should have 

suffered it.  Our sins made that suffering necessary.

2. COMFORTED by the suffering of Christ, for He removed God’s 
wrath.  We have God’s favor.  We have eternal life in heaven.

3. THANKFUL for the suffering of Christ.  We glory/boast in the 
cross of Christ and all He did for us (Galatians 6:14).

III.  WHAT IT ACCOMPLISHED


