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Question 54: What believest thou concerning the "holy catholic 
church" of Christ?

Answer 54: That the Son of God from the beginning to the end 
of the world, gathers, defends, and preserves to himself by His 
Spirit and word, out of the whole human race, a church chosen 
to everlasting life, agreeing in true faith; and that I am and for 
ever shall remain, a living member thereof.

ROMANS 9:24 – Both Jews and Gentiles are called and saved.  
(The church is from all nations, and from all ages of history.)

JOHN 10:16 – Christ has other sheep (Gentiles) whom He saves.  
Christ has one fold, and He is the one Shepherd.

ACTS 13:48 – Those ordained unto eternal life believe.

LORD’S DAY 21(a), Q&A 54



The Apostles’ Creed is a Trinitarian creed.
All of the truth is divided up according to the three 

Persons of the Trinity.

Considering now (LD’s 20-24) the truth concerning the 
Spirit – Who He is, What He does.

The Spirit causes the Church, the Communion of saints, 
the Forgiveness of sins, etc., to be a reality for us.

We make a very significant and comforting confession 
in this Lord’s Day: “I am and for ever shall remain a 
living member of the holy, catholic church of Christ.”

INTRODUCTION



Theme for Lord’s Day 21(a)

CHRIST’S HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH

I.  What The Church Is

II.  Christ’s Care Of His Church

III.  Our Personal Membership In It



What is THE CHURCH to which we refer in this LD?
◦ Not a building.  Not a specific congregation/denomination.

◦ But all those whom God has chosen – the Elect (Eph. 1:4).

◦ Elect in every age of history, and in every nation on earth.

◦ That’s whom Christ is gathering, defending, & preserving.

That church has certain ATTRIBUTES/CHARACTERISTICS

I.  WHAT THE CHURCH IS

(1)  It is ONE

(2)  It is HOLY

(3)  It is CATHOLIC



1. ONE – “I believe AN holy, catholic church”
• True there are many denominations in the world.  Because 

of different lands and languages.  And because of sin.

• Only one church of Christ.  Elect in different denominations 
and nations, but Christ has only one body.  Eph. 4:3-6, 12.

2. HOLY – “I believe an HOLY, catholic church”
• Doesn’t mean all the members are perfect – without sin.

• God sees the church as holy because of and in Christ her 
Head – His righteousness and holiness.  Thus I Cor. 1:2.

3. CATHOLIC – “I believe an holy, CATHOLIC church”
• Word “catholic” means “universal (not Roman Catholic).

• The church is not limited by anything earthly – Gal 3:28.

• Members from all nations, races, levels of society, etc.

I.  WHAT THE CHURCH IS



Christ cares for His church, for she is precious to Him.

1. He GATHERS His church.
• The elect are scattered throughout the world.
• Christ saves them – brings them to conscious faith in Him.

2. He DEFENDS His church.
• The church has many enemies – especially the devil.
• Christ protects His church – keeps her safe from enemies.

3. He PRESERVES His church.
• The elect struggle with doubts.  The elect fall into sin.
• Christ keeps the elect in their salvation.  Assures them.

HC states Christ does this “BY HIS WORD” (the preaching) 
and “BY HIS SPIRIT” (Who irresistibly applies the Word).

II.  CHRIST’S CARE OF HIS CHURCH



A beautiful confession: “I am now, and I will forever 
remain a living member of this church!”
• “I am one of the elect!  I always will be elect!”
• “Christ gathers, defends, and preserves me!”
• “Christ’s goal is to take me to heaven!  He will do so!”

How can we be so sure?  How so bold to say this?
• Because our place in the church is not our work, but God’s 

work.  God sovereignly, eternally and graciously chose us.
• Because our salvation into the church is not our work, but 

Christ’s work.  He sovereignly Gathers, Defends, Preserves.

If we had to do any of these things, we could have no 
assurance.  But the Triune God did it all.  That’s why we 
can be and are sure of membership in Christ’s church.

III.  OUR PERSONAL MEMBERSHIP IN IT


