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Question 55: What do you understand by “the communion of
saints”?

Answer 55: First, that all and every one who believes, being
members of Christ, are, in common, partakers of Him and of all
His riches and gifts; Secondly, that every one must know it to be
his duty, readily and cheerfully to employ his gifts, for the
advantage and salvation of other members.

I John 1:3 – “… that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

I Corinthians 12:13 – “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; 
and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.”

Philippians 2:4 – “Look not every man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others.”

LORD’S DAY 21(b), Q&A 55



1. Considering now the 3rd part of the Apostles’ Creed.
The part concerning the work of the Holy Spirit.

He causes the “Communion of Saints” to be a reality.

2. The “Communion of Saints” is closely connected to the 
truth of “one holy, catholic church” (Q&A 54).

To be a member of that church means you are elect –
chosen in Christ, belong to the body of Christ, etc.

Election not only puts you in direct contact with Christ, but 
also in direct contact with all other believers.  Rom. 12:4-5.

3. The “Communions of Saints” is a great blessing!
Christian life would be very lonely and difficult without it.

Thus Psalm 133:1, Psalm 16:3 (Psalter #27), etc.
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ROMANS 12:4-5 – “For as we have many members in one
body, and all members have not the same office: So we,
being many, are one body in Christ, and every one
members one of another.”

PSALM 133:1 – “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!”

PSALM 16:3 (2nd stanza of Psalter #27)

“I love Thy saints, who fear Thy name
And walk as in Thy sight;
They are the excellent of earth,
In them is my delight.”
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Theme for Lord’s Day 21(b)

THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS

I.  What It Is

II.  What It Requires

III.  How We Are Able



HC: “that all and every one who believes, being members of Christ, 
are, in common, partakers of Him and of all His riches and gifts”

1. “Communion” is friendship and fellowship between God’s people.
Fellow believers are our closest friends – really, our only friends.
Attracted to each other.  Seek, Love, Help, Encourage, Forgive ...

2. The Spirit makes this a reality (makes us attracted to each other), 
by causing us to have many things in common:
Same kind of people: Saints – holy, forgiven, cleansed in Christ.
Same riches & gifts: faith, hope, pardon, joy, peace, love….
Same truth – believe & confess together the truth of Scripture.
Same spiritual battles – same enemies, temptations, sins, etc.
Same struggles with affliction: sorrow, pain, death….  Doubts.
Same experiences with God’s grace: It is great!  It is sufficient!
Same goals: holiness, obedience, submission, thanks, praise….

I. WHAT IS THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS?



With whom can we have true communion/fellowship?
1. Communion of Saints can only exist when there is a 

common confession of the truth.
To have Christ in common means to have His truth in common.
Amos 3:3 – two cannot walk together unless they are agreed.
Our Creeds important here.  Called the “Three Forms of Unity.”

2. Communion of Saints can only exist when believers are 
holy – walk together in holiness of life.
It is not and may be a “communion of ungodly/unholy people.”  

It must be (and is) a “communion of saints.”
II Cor. 6:14-18 – “Be ye not unequally yoked with unbelievers: 

… What communion hath light with darkness?”
Isaiah 59:2 – sin causes separation.  It must be dealt with 

(Matt. 18:15-17).  Need Repentance, Confession, Forgiveness.
Philippians 3:16 – must all strive to “walk by the same rule.”

I. WHAT IS THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS?



“that every one must know it to be his duty, readily and
cheerfully to employ his gifts, for the advantage and salvation
of other members”

The Communion of Saints is also a duty/calling/responsibility.
In summary, duty is to show that we are a communion of saints.  

We must live together as a communion of fellow believers.

We fulfil this duty by using our gifts for the advantage and 
salvation of our fellow believers.
Each member of the church has certain gifts/abilities.
Discover what your gifts are.  See ROMANS 12:6-8.
Use your gifts for the earthly advantage of your fellow saints.
Use them especially for their spiritual benefit (salvation).

We each must do this, and do it readily and cheerfully.
Not: “Others have a duty.  Are they doing what they should?”
But: “I have a duty.  Am I doing what I should for fellow saints?”

II. WHAT COMMUNION OF SAINTS REQUIRES?



ROMANS 12:6-8 – “6 Having then gifts differing according to
the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us
prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, let
us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 8

Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him
do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that
sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.”

ROMANS 12:12-18 – “12 Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation;
continuing instant in prayer; 13 Distributing to the necessity of
saints; given to hospitality. 14 Bless them which persecute you:
bless, and curse not. 15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and
weep with them that weep. 16 Be of the same mind one
toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men
of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 17 Recompense
to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all
men. 18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably
with all men.”

II. WHAT COMMUNION OF SAINTS REQUIRES?



1. Christ causing each of us to be HUMBLE
1. Rom. 12:3 – don’t think highly of yourself, but soberly.
2. Rom. 12:16 – be willing to condescend to others.

2. Christ causing each of us to be LOVING
1. Rom. 12:9-10 – love, kindness, preferring one another.
2. If you love Christ, you must love His body. I John 4:20.

3. Christ causing each to remember the others are SAINTS
1. Disunity occurs in the church & between believers when 

we look simply at the natural characteristics of others.
2. We need to remind ourselves that the other members of

the church are beloved and saved children of God.

When by God’s grace and Spirit this is true, then we will live 
in unity and peace, and readily and cheerfully use our gifts 
for the advantage and salvation of other believers.

III. HOW ARE WE ABLE TO DO THIS?



PSALM 133:1 (1st stanza of Psalter #369)

“How pleasant and how good it is
When brethren in the Lord,
In one another’s joy delight
And dwell in sweet accord.”

PSALM 16:3 (2nd stanza of Psalter #27)

“I love Thy saints, who fear Thy name
And walk as in Thy sight;
They are the excellent of earth,
In them is my delight.”

CONCLUSION


