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Q. 56: What believest thou concerning “the forgiveness of sins”?

A. 56: That God, for the sake of Christ’s satisfaction, will no more
remember my sins, neither my corrupt nature, against which I have
to struggle all my life long; but will graciously impute to me the
righteousness of Christ, that I may never be condemned before the
tribunal of God.

II Corinthians 5:19 – “To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; ….”

Jeremiah 31:34 – “… saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
I will remember their sin no more.”

Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, …”

John 3:18 – “He that believeth on him [the only begotten Son of God] is 
not condemned: ….”

LORD’S DAY 21(c), Q&A 56



INTRODUCTION
•Many consider “sin” & “forgiveness” to be too negative.  They 

do not mention sin, or preach about it, or pray for pardon.

• But “forgiveness of sins” (and thus also “sin” itself) is a crucial 
part of the gospel of our salvation in Christ.
1. The Bible shows it is crucial by how much it is mentioned –

Num. 23:21, Psalms 32, 51, 103, 119, 130, Rom. 8:1ff, etc.
2. Also by making clear how much God hates and is angered by 

sin – Gen. 3, Gen. 6, Psalm 7, Is. 59:2, Rom. 1, Rev. 5, etc.
3. Also by teaching what Christ had to do to provide forgiveness 

– Isaiah 53, Luke 23, Gal. 3:13, I Pet. 2:24, I John 2:1-2, etc.
4. Also by commanding us to repent of sin and to pray for pardon 

– Psalm 32, Psalm 51, Matt. 6:12, Lk. 1:21, I Jn. 1, etc.

• The writers of the Apostle’s Creed realized it is crucial by 
mentioning forgiveness as the main blessing of salvation.

•We too must realize how crucial it is, how much we need it, 
how often we must seek it, and how great a blessing it is.



Theme for Lord’s Day 21(c)

THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS

I.  The Wonder Of It

II.  The Necessity Of It

III.  Our Confidence Of It



The HC expresses the wonder of forgiveness: “God will no 
more remember my sins, neither my corrupt nature.”

1. The Bible speaks of forgiveness in the same way.
Psalm 103:12 – God removes sins as far as east is from west.
Isaiah 38:17 – God casts all our sins behind His back.
Isaiah 43:25 – God blots out and will not remember our sins.
Micah 7:19 – God casts all our sins into the depths of the sea.

2. This is a wonder/miracle!  Why?
1. God is holy.  He is not neutral in relation to sin, but hates it.
2. God is just.  He cannot ignore sin, but must punish sinners.
3. God is angry, for every sin is committed against Him (Ps. 51:4)

3. Yet God says to His people, “I will not remember your 
sins, nor your corrupt nature.”  That’s a great wonder!

I. THE WONDER OF FORGIVENESS



What does it mean that God “no more remembers” sins?

1. It does not mean that God is forgetful.  God indeed sees 
and takes note of all our sins.  He remembers them all.

2. That God “does not remember our sins” means:
1. God does not hang onto the memory of our sins and hold 

them against us.  Thus God does not punish us for our sins.
2. Instead, God views His people as they are in Christ.  He sees us 

as covered by Christ and innocent in Him.  (Num. 23:21)
3. And God treats us accordingly.  Does not curse, but blesses.  He 

is always loving, gracious, merciful, good, kind, etc.

3. This is a great blessing!
1. We deserve punishment.  God has the right to punish us 

eternally.  But He says (Num. 23:21): “I see no sin!”
2. Also, God will not bring up our sins again in order to treat us 

according to them – not in this life; not on judgment day.

I. THE WONDER OF FORGIVENESS



1. Need forgiveness because of how serious sin is.
• Sin is never a small/insignificant thing, but very serious (Ps. 51:4).
• How serious?  One sin is enough to be sent eternally to hell.
• How serious?  God sent His own, beloved Son to the cross (hell).

2. Need forgiveness because we are guilty of so many sins:
a) Sins of COMMISSION …………………. (Matthew 26:69-75)
b) Sins of OMISSION ………………………. (Matthew 25:42-43)
c) Sins that are SECRET …………………… (Psalm 19:12)
d) Sins that are PRESUMPTUOUS ……. (Psalm 19:13)
e) Sins of YOUTH …………………………….. (Psalm 25:7)
f) Sins in WORD ……………………………… (James 3:8-10)
g) Sins in THOUGHTS ………………………. (Matthew 5:28)
h) Sinful NATURES …………………………… (Romans 5:12, 18-19)

3. Thus in every prayer: “I have sinned!  Lord, forgive me!”

II. THE NECESSITY OF FORGIVENESS



1. Our desire with regard to forgiveness is subjective.  Want 
to experience it personally, and to be confident of it.

2. How experienced?
Experienced through faith in Christ.
His righteousness is freely imputed to us.
We believe in and cling to Him and what He has done for us.

Experienced in the way of confession of sins.
• Not experienced when continue in sin – Ps. 32:3-4, Prov. 28:13.
• Also not if continue in sin of being unforgiving – Matt. 6:14-15.

3. This is all the work of God in His people.
God causes us to see sins, to confess, repent, seek forgiveness.
God declares forgiveness to us in the gospel (the preaching).
The Spirit applies that Word and works assurance in us.

III. OUR CONFIDENCE OF FORGIVENESS



Forgiveness is a great blessing!  God forgives graciously and 
repeatedly.  He gives us the joy of salvation and peace with Him. 

PSALM 32:1-5 (1st & 2nd stanzas of Psalter #83)

CONCLUSION

How blest is he whose trespass

Hath freely been forgiven,

Whose sin is wholly covered

Before the sight of heaven.

Blest he to whom Jehovah

Imputeth not his sin,

Who hath a guileless spirit,

Whose heart is true within.

While I kept guilty silence

My strength was spent with grief,

Thy hand was heavy on me,

My soul found no relief;

But when I owned my trespass,

My sin hid not from Thee,

When I confessed transgression,

Then Thou forgavest me.


