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Lord’s Day 22, Q&A 57
Question: What comfort doth the "resurrection of the body"
afford thee?
Answer: That not only my soul after this life shall be immediately
taken up to Christ its head; but also, that this my body, being
raised by the power of Christ, shall be reunited with my soul, and
made like unto the glorious body of Christ.

• LUKE 23:43 – “And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To
day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”

• PHILIPPIANS 1:23 – “For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a
desire to depart, and to be with Christ, which is far better:”

• I CORINTHIANS 15:53 – “For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.”

• JOB 19:25-27 – “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:
Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, …”



Lord’s Day 22, Q&A 58
Question: What comfort takest thou from the article of "life
everlasting"?
Answer: That since I now feel in my heart the beginning of eternal
joy, after this life I shall inherit perfect salvation, which "eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man"
to conceive, and that, to praise God therein for ever.

• II CORINTHIANS 5:2, 6 – “For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be
clothed upon with our house which is from heaven: … knowing that,
whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:”

• I CORINTHIANS 2:9 – “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love him.”

• REVELATION 21:3-4 – “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them,
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain: for the former things are passed away.”



INTRODUCTION:
• The truths set forth in this Lord’s Day are closely 

related to the truth set forth in Lord’s Day I.
– LD I mentions comfort “in life” and “in death.”
– LD 22 focuses on our “comfort in death.”

• We need comfort concerning death.
– We face the reality of death every day.  (Hebrews 9:27)
– We have a natural fear of death.

• We have comfort concerning death because we 
belong to our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.

“OUR COMFORT IN DEATH”
1. OUR INTERMEDIATE STATE
2. OUR FINAL RESURRECTION
3. OUR EVERLASTING LIFE



I. OUR INTERMEDIATE STATE
• This refers to what happens to a person when he dies.

• Some wrong answers and views:
– Error #1: Nothing happens – Death is the end of everything.  

Nothing happens after this life.
– Error #2: Soul sleep – Soul becomes unconscious at death, 

and is unconscious until the end of time.
– Error #3: Purgatory – Soul goes to purgatory to be “purged” 

and cleansed of all remaining sin.

• The Truth: “my soul after this life shall be immediately
taken up to Christ its Head.”
– Ps. 73:23-24 – not separated from God, not even by death.
– Luke 23:43 – no delay between death and being in heaven.
– Revelation 6:9-10 – these souls are consciously in heaven.
– Phil. 1:21-23 – death is gain, because will be with Christ.



• Ps. 73:23-24 – “Nevertheless I am continually with thee:
thou hast holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide me

with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.”

• Luke 23:43 – “And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto

thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”

• Revelation 6:9-10 – “And when he had opened the fifth
seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain
for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:
And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord,
holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on

them that dwell on the earth?”

• Philippians 1:21-23 – “For to me to live is Christ, and to die
is gain. … For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to

depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:”



II. OUR FINAL RESURRECTION
The main hope of believers is not the intermediate 

state that comes at death, but our final resurrection.

• JOB 19:25ff – “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And
though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my
flesh shall I see God:”

• ACTS 23:6 – Paul’s confession: “… of the hope and
resurrection of the dead I am called into question.”

• ACTS 24:15 – “And have hope toward God … that there
shall be a resurrection of the dead”

• ROMANS 8:23 – “… we ourselves groan within our-
selves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption
of our body.”

• I CORINTHIANS 15:19ff – we hope in Christ, not only in
this life, but as the firstfruits of our resurrection.



II. OUR FINAL RESURRECTION
• Why is this our main hope?

– (1) Because body and soul are violently separated at death.

– (2) Because the body doesn’t participate yet in joys of heaven.

• What will our resurrection bodies be like?

– HC: “made like the glorious body of Christ.”  Phil. 3:21, I Jn. 3:2.

• Christ’s resurrection body was still real, but it had changed.

• Was glorified & spiritual.  No more limited by time & space.

– Our resurrection bodies described in I CORINTHIANS 15:42-44.

• From corruption to incorruption.

• From dishonor to glory.

• From weakness to power.

• From natural to spiritual.



• PHILIPPIANS 3:21 – “Who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to

subdue all things unto himself.”

• I JOHN 3:2 – “Beloved, now are we the sons of God,
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him;

for we shall see him as he is.”

• I COR. 15:42-44 – “So also is the resurrection of the
dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:
It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in
weakness; it is raised in power: It is sown a natural
body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural

body, and there is a spiritual body.”



BELGIC CONFESSION OF FAITH
RE THE RESURRECTION

• BELGIC CONFESSION, ARTICLE 37

– … all men will personally appear before this great judge,
both men and women and children, that have been from
the beginning of the world to the end thereof, being
summoned by the voice of the archangel, and by the sound
of the trumpet of God. For all the dead shall be raised out
of the earth, and their souls joined and united with their
proper bodies, in which they formerly lived. As for those
who shall then be living, they shall not die as the others, but
be changed in the twinkling of an eye, and from corruptible,
become incorruptible.



III. OUR EVERLASTING LIFE

• HC states (on the basis of I Corinthians 2:9) that heavenly 
life and bliss are beyond description and beyond our 
ability to imagine or comprehend.

• Bible speaks of heaven mostly in terms of what it is NOT.

– Rev. 7:16-17, 21:4 – no tears, sorrow, pain, hunger, etc.

– Clearly implies also “no sin,” for sin is the cause of all these.

• The Bible also mentions some positive things re heaven.

– John 14:2 – “many mansions” (resting places).

– Rev. 7:9ff – eternal joy, perfect salvation, praising God (cf. HC).

– Rev. 21:3 – covenant life of fellowship with God and Christ.

• We have great blessedness to look forward to!



• REVELATION 7:16-17 – “They shall hunger no more, neither thirst
any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. … and
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”

• REVELATION 21:4 – “And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.”

• JOHN 14:2 – “In my Father's house are many mansions …”

• REVELATION 21:3 – “And I heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself
shall be with them, and be their God.”

• REVELATION 7:14-15 – “These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of
God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth
on the throne shall dwell among them.”



CONCLUSION
• We have great comfort concerning death and what comes 

after death.  The faithful believer is not afraid of death, 
but looks forward to death, resurrection, and life eternal.

• We are never satisfied with life in this world.

– We can enjoy it – all the good gifts and experiences from God.

– But earthly things and earthly life itself never fully satisfy us.

• We will only be fully satisfied and truly joyful when we are 
in heaven – Psalm 17:15 (Psalter #32):

When I in righteousness at last, Thy glorious face shall see,
When all the weary night is past, And I awake with Thee,

To view the glories that abide, Then, then I shall be satisfied.


