
Heidelberg Catechism
LORD’S DAY 23

I. What Justification Is

II. How We Experience It

Rev. D. Kleyn
PRCA Missionary



LORD’S DAY 23
Question 59. But what doth it profit thee now that thou believest all this?
• Answer. That I am righteous in Christ, before God, and an heir of

eternal life.

Question 60. How art thou righteous before God?
• Answer. Only by a true faith in Jesus Christ; so that, though my

conscience accuse me, that I have grossly transgressed all the
commandments of God, and kept none of them, and am still inclined to
all evil; notwithstanding, God, without any merit of mine, but only of
mere grace, grants and imputes to me, the perfect satisfaction,
righteousness and holiness of Christ; even so, as if I never had had, nor
committed any sin: yea, as if I had fully accomplished all that obedience
which Christ has accomplished for me; inasmuch as I embrace such
benefit with a believing heart.

Question 61. Why sayest thou, that thou art righteous by faith only?
• Answer. Not that I am acceptable to God, on account of the worthiness

of my faith; but because only the satisfaction, righteousness, and
holiness of Christ, is my righteousness before God; and that I cannot
receive and apply the same to myself any other way than by faith only.



BIBLICAL BASIS (1)
• ROMANS 5:1 – “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

• ROMANS 1:17 – “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed
from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith.”

• JOHN 3:36 – “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life: but the wrath
of God abideth on him.”

• GALATIANS 2:16 – “Knowing that a man is not justified by the
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have
believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of
Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the
law shall no flesh be justified.”

• EPHESIANS 2:8-9 – “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any
man should boast.”

• ROMANS 3:24 – “Being justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”



BIBLICAL BASIS (2)

• ROMANS 4:4-5 – “Now to him that worketh is the reward not
reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteous-
ness without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose
iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed
is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.”

• ROMANS 3:28 – “Therefore we conclude that a man is
justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”

• II CORINTHIANS 5:21 – “For he hath made him to be sin for
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in him.”

• JOHN 3:18 – “He that believeth on him is not condemned: but
he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”



INTRODUCTION:

• One of the truths (solas) of the Reformation was “faith 
alone.”  This refers to “justification by faith alone.”

• This truth is significant (1) because it distinguishes and 
identifies a church as being truly Reformed.

• This truth is significant (2) because many deny it.  They 
leave out the word “alone” and teach justification “by 
faith and works.”  And/or they make faith a work of man.

• This truth is significant (3) because of the great comfort it 
gives the believer.  That is clear from the personal way in 
which it is set forth in Lord’s Day 23.

“JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ALONE”
1. WHAT JUSTIFICATION IS
2. HOW WE EXPERIENCE IT



I. WHAT JUSTIFICATION IS
• Justification involves the following:

– 1st, the fact that God is our Judge.

• He is the only and supreme Judge. There is no court of appeal.

• His judgment is perfect. His judgment is always right.

• We are in His court room. He examines us and makes a judgment.

– 2nd, the fact that we are guilty sinners.

• HC: “I have grossly transgressed all the commandments of God, and 
kept none of them, and am still inclined to all evil.”

• God lets us know through our consciences that we have no 
righteousness in ourselves, are guilty, deserve His wrath, etc.

– 3rd, the fact that God declares us innocent.

• HC: “… as if I never had had, nor committed, any sin: yea, as if I had 
accomplished all that obedience [to God’s commands] …” 

• God makes an amazing declaration: “You are righteous!” Amazing
because of Who the Judge is, and because of what we have done.



I. WHAT JUSTIFICATION IS
• How is this possible?  How can God say this about us?

– What is the basis of our justification?  There must be one.

– God does not and cannot arbitrarily justify people.

• Negatively, the basis is never us or our works.
– By nature, we can only sin.  Romans 3:10-18, 20.

– We do not have our own righteousness.  Isaiah 64:6.

• Positively, the basis is Christ alone.
– Christ earned righteousness for us by His suffering and death.

– We receive His righteousness – it is an “alien” righteousness.

– Because of Christ, we are as “white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18).

“God, without any merit of mine, but only of mere 
grace, grants and imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, 

righteousness, and holiness of Christ”



II. HOW WE EXPERIENCE IT
• WHEN is the child of God justified? When does it take place?

1. ETERNALLY – chosen in Christ and viewed as righteous in Him.

2. HISTORICALLY – Christ earned righteousness for us at the cross.

3. IN TIME (in our experience) – justified in our consciousness by faith.

4. AT THE END OF TIME – publicly justified on the judgment day.

• We RECEIVE Christ’s righteousness by means of faith.
– Faith is the bond that joins us to Christ (John 15:1ff.).  We receive His 

righteousness by means of the faith that unites us to Him.

– HC: “I’m not acceptable to God on account of the worthiness of my 
faith … but only because I receive … the righteousness of Christ by 
means of faith.”

• We EXPERIENCE our justification by means of faith.
– Justification in Christ is declared to us in the preaching of the gospel.  

God tells us we are righteous.  Num. 23:21, Acts 13:38-39, Rom. 8:1.

– By means of faith as an activity, we embrace what God says with a 
believing heart and say: “That’s true for me!”  Rom. 5:1, Eph. 2:8, etc.



BELGIC CONFESSION, ARTICLE 23

We believe that our salvation consists in the remission of our 
sins for Jesus Christ's sake, and that therein our righteousness 
before God is implied: as David and Paul teach us, declaring 

this to be the happiness of man, that God imputes 
righteousness to him without works.  And the same apostle 
saith, that we are justified freely by his grace, through the 

redemption which is in Jesus Christ.  And therefore we 
always hold fast this foundation, ascribing all the glory to 
God, humbling ourselves before him, and acknowledging 

ourselves to be such as we really are, without presuming to 
trust in any thing in ourselves, or in any merit of ours, relying 

and resting upon the obedience of Christ crucified alone, 
which becomes ours, when we believe in him.  This is 

sufficient to cover our iniquities, and to give us confidence in 
approaching to God; freeing the conscience of fear, terror 

and dread …



CONCLUSION
• Justification is a great blessing.

– We can be greatly troubled by the accusations of our conscience, 
for we know it is true that we are guilty sinners.

– But we hear the mighty voice of God declaring to us through the 
preaching of His Word that we are innocent in His sight.

– By God-given and God-worked faith, we believe that declaration.  
That overcomes the condemning voice of our conscience.

• ROMANS 3:27 reminds us there’s no place for any pride on 
our part.  We must be humble, and thankful.

• ROMANS 5:1 points to the personal blessing of knowing 
and being confident that we have peace with God.

• We are able to go home today with joy in our hearts!


