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LORD’S DAY 24

Q. 62. But why cannot our good works be the whole, or
part of our righteousness before God?

• A: Because, that the righteousness, which can be
approved of before the tribunal of God, must be
absolutely perfect, and in all respects conformable to
the divine law; and also, that our best works in this
life are all imperfect and defiled with sin.



BIBLICAL BASIS for Q&A 62

• GALATIANS 3:10 – “For as many as are of the works
of the law are under the curse: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do
them.”

• DEUTERONOMY 27:26 – “Cursed be he that
confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them.
And all the people shall say, Amen.”

• ISAIAH 64:6 – “But we are all as an unclean thing,
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and
we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the
wind, have taken us away.”



LORD’S DAY 24

Q. 63. What! do not our good works merit, which yet God
will reward in this and in a future life?

• A: This reward is not of merit, but of grace.

Q. 64. But doth not this doctrine make men careless and
profane?

• A: By no means; for it is impossible that those, who are
implanted into Christ by a true faith, should not bring
forth fruits of thankfulness.



BIBLICAL BASIS for Q&A’s 63 & 64

• LUKE 17:10 – “So likewise ye, when ye shall have
done all those things which are commanded you,
say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done
that which was our duty to do.”

• MATTHEW 7:17-18 – “Even so every good tree
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree
bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth
good fruit.”

• JOHN 15:5 – “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”



INTRODUCTION
• Lord’s Day 24 is closely connected to the previous one.

– In LD 23 we learned concerning “Justification by Faith Alone.”

– This means we are justified “without works” (Eph. 2:9).

• That raises questions concerning good works (in LD 24).
– “Good works do not save us, so what is the place of works in 

the salvation and life of a believer?”

– “If it is true that what we do does not save us, doesn’t that 
mean it doesn’t matter what we do?  That it's okay to sin?”

• Important LD in light of arguments Arminians have against 
the truth of salvation by grace alone (without works).

THE GOOD WORKS OF THE RIGHTEOUS
1. Works That Merit Nothing
2. Works That Are Graciously Rewarded
3. Works That Will Certainly Be Present



I. WORKS THAT MERIT NOTHING

1. Q. 62 is an objection made by Arminians.

– But it is also an objection that we are inclined to make.

– We admit we sin, and that therefore we owe God a debt.

– But we also want God to notice the good works we do.

– We hope our good works will make God favorable to us.

2. The answer is emphatically, “No!”

– “Your good works cannot be the whole, or even a part, of 
your righteousness before God.”

– “Your good works, no matter how good they are, cannot 
merit anything before God.”

– “Your good works, no matter how many you do, are not in 
any way the basis of God’s favor toward you.”



I. WORKS THAT MERIT NOTHING

3. The 1st Reason: God Requires Perfection!

– HC: “the righteousness which can be approved of before God 
must be absolutely perfect ...”

– God will not be satisfied with anything less than perfect 
(100%) obedience to all of His commands.

– God isn’t interested only in outward obedience, but especially 
in our hearts (i.e., motives).  “Why did you do what you did?”

4. The 2nd Reason: We Cannot Match God’s Standard!

– HC: “and also, that our best works in this life are all imperfect 
and defiled with sin.”

– No matter how good our works are, they are never perfect –
especially because of our sinful motives.

• Difficult to admit/confess, but necessary that we do so.



BIBLICAL BASIS

• GALATIANS 3:10 – “For as many as are of the works
of the law are under the curse: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do
them.”

• ISAIAH 64:6 – “But we are all as an unclean thing,
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and
we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the
wind, have taken us away.”

• JAMES 2:10 – If we break one command, we break
the whole law!



II. WORKS THAT ARE GRACIOUSLY REWARDED

1. Q. 63 is an objection raised with appeal to the Bible.

– HC: “What!  Do not our good works merit, which yet God will 
reward in this and in a future life?”

– The questioner is appealing to texts such as the following:

• EPHESIANS 6:8 - “Knowing that whatsoever good thing
any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord,
whether he be bond or free.”

• II CORINTHIANS 5:10 - “For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things done in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad.”

• REVELATION 22:12 - “And, behold, I come quickly; and my
reward is with me, to give every man according as his
work shall be.”



II. WORKS THAT ARE GRACIOUSLY REWARDED

2. Answer: “The reward is not of merit, but of grace.”
– Our works will be rewarded, but it will be a “gracious” reward.  

The reward is not earned by us.  The reward is undeserved.

– 1st, because it is impossible for us to merit or earn anything.

• We are always indebted to God as dependent creatures.

• LUKE 17:10 - “So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all
those things which are commanded you, say, We are
unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty
to do.”

– 2nd, because our good works are not our own works.

• All our good works are God’s good works in and through us.

• EPHESIANS 2:10 – “For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them.” (Also Belgic Conf., Art. 24)

• God rewards us for what HE has done.  That’s great grace!



ARTICLE 24 of BELGIC CONFESSION

Therefore we do good works, but not to merit 
by them, (for what can they merit?) nay, we 

are beholden to God for the good works we do, 
and not He to us, since it is He that worketh in 
us both to will and to do of His good pleasure.  

Let us therefore attend to what is written: 
when ye shall have done all those things which 
are commanded you, say, we are unprofitable 

servants; we have done that which was our 
duty to do.  In the meantime, we do not deny 

that God rewards our good works, but it is 
through His grace that He crowns His gifts.



III. WORKS THAT WILL CERTAINLY BE PRESENT

Even though our works do not contribute to our salvation, 
and even though we do not earn a reward by doing them, 

we (believers) still do good works!

1. Again, the objection in Q. 64 is raised by those who 
oppose the truth of God’s sovereignty in salvation.

– They say “salvation by grace alone” is an immoral doctrine.

– They claim that it produces careless and ungodly Christians.

2. The HC’s answer is: “That’s impossible!”

– A saved child of God does not willfully continue to live in sin.

– The saved child of God actually does do good works.

– For God not only justifies, but also sanctifies His people.

– HC: Good works are “fruits” that God causes us to produce.

– They are not done for merit, but as “fruits of thankfulness.”



CONCLUSION

• The truth of salvation by grace alone is very comforting.

– We show by our sins that we do not deserve to be saved.

– God saves us in spite of our failure to do what is good.

• The truth of salvation by grace alone humbles us.

– We have nothing to be proud of.  Nothing to boast of.

– Plus, God rewards us for what He Himself has done in us.

– All praise to God, Who works every part of our salvation.

• The truth of salvation by grace alone motivates us.

– As those saved by grace, we have much to be thankful for.

– We strive to do the good works God has ordained for us.


