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LORD’S DAY 25 – Q&A 65 and 66

Q. 65. Since then we are made partakers of Christ and all
his benefits by faith only, whence doth this faith proceed?

• Answer. From the Holy Ghost, who works faith in our
hearts by the preaching of the gospel, and confirms it by
the use of the sacraments.

Q. 66. What are the sacraments?

• Answer. The sacraments are holy visible signs and seals,
appointed of God for this end, that by the use thereof,
he may the more fully declare and seal to us the
promise of the gospel, namely, that he grants us freely
the remission of sin, and life eternal, for the sake of that
one sacrifice of Christ, accomplished on the cross.



BIBLICAL BASIS

• Eph. 2:8 – “For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God:”

• Eph. 6:23 – “Peace be to the brethren, and love
with faith, from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.”

• Phil. 1:29 – “For unto you it is given in the
behalf of Christ … to believe on him …”



LORD’S DAY 25 – Q&A 67 and 68

Q. 67. Are both word and sacraments, then, ordained and
appointed for this end, that they may direct our faith to
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross, as the only
ground of our salvation?

• Answer. Yes, indeed: for the Holy Ghost teaches us in
the gospel, and assures us by the sacraments, that the
whole of our salvation depends upon that one sacrifice
of Christ which he offered for us on the cross.

Q. 68. How many sacraments has Christ instituted in the
new covenant, or testament?

• Answer. Two: namely, holy baptism, and the holy
supper.



BIBLICAL BASIS

• The church is commanded to administer the 
sacrament of Baptism. 

– Matt. 28:19 – “Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:”

– Cf. also Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38

• The church is commanded to administer the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

– Matt. 26:26-29

– Luke 22:19-20

– I Corinthians 11:23-26



INTRODUCTION

• Faith is very valuable to believers.

– Because of what it is as a bond.

– Because of what it believes.

– Because of the assurance it gives.

– Because of the fruit it produces.

• Because of the value and importance of faith, we 
ask: “Whence does this faith proceed?”

THE ORIGIN OF FAITH
1. The Holy Spirit’s Work
2. The Means He Uses
3. The Implied Calling



I. THE HOLY SPIRIT’S WORK
1. Faith is not produced by any man.

– You yourself cannot produce faith in yourself.

– Ministers/Pastors cannot make anyone believe.

– Parents cannot give faith to their children.

2. Faith is produced by God – His gift and work.

– The Holy Spirit gives and works faith in us.

1. As a bond that unites us to Christ.

2. As an activity – certain knowledge & assured confidence.

3. He causes our faith to be fruitful in a life of good works.

4. He strengthens our faith, and preserves us in the faith.

– Because of its divine origin, we will surely have faith, 
and will never lose it.  A wonderful blessing and gift!



BIBLICAL BASIS

• Eph. 2:8 – “For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God:”

• Eph. 6:23 – “Peace be to the brethren, and
love with faith, from God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.”

• Phil. 1:29 – “For unto you it is given in the
behalf of Christ … to believe on him …”



CANONS OF DORDT
HEADS III/IV, ARTICLE 14

Faith is therefore to be considered as the gift of God, 
not on account of its being offered by God to man, to 
be accepted or rejected at his pleasure; but because it 
is in reality conferred, breathed, and infused into him; 
or even because God bestows the power or ability to 

believe, and then expects that man should by the 
exercise of his own free will, consent to the terms of 

that salvation, and actually believe in Christ; but 
because he who works in man both to will and to do, 
and indeed all things in all, produces both the will to 

believe, and the act of believing also.



II. THE MEANS THE SPIRIT USES

1. The Spirit uses means to give us faith.
– God by the Spirit could do it directly, without using means.

– But the Spirit uses the means of preaching and sacraments.

2. The Spirit uses preaching to work faith in us.
– The seed of faith is planted in us when we are regenerated.

– The Spirit brings that faith to life by means of preaching.

3. The Spirit uses sacraments to confirm our faith.
– Faith is also confirmed and strengthened in other ways.

– But especially by the sacraments that picture Christ’s work.

4. Preaching is the “chief” means of grace (faith).
– Rom. 10:14 – “… how shall they hear without a preacher?”

– Acts 8:26-40 – Ethiopian eunuch needed to hear preaching.



III. THE IMPLIED CALLING

1. How important to you is the preaching?
1. Would you say about the preaching what David did in 

Psalm 119:127, 131, 140, 143?

2. As important as faith is to you, so important to you 
should be the preaching of the gospel.

2. The implied calling is as follows:
1. First, to want to hear the preaching, and thus to come 

eagerly to church every Sunday.  Hebrews 10:25.

2. Secondly, to desire true preaching of the gospel, and 
not be satisfied with anything but that.

3. Thirdly, to make sure preaching is always prominent
in the worship service.



• PSALM 119:127 – “Therefore I love thy commandments 
[the Word preached] above gold; yea, above fine gold.”

• PSALM 119:131 – “I opened my mouth, and panted: for I 
longed for thy commandments [the Word preached].”

• PSALM 119:140 – “Thy word [preaching] is very pure: 
therefore thy servant loveth it.”

• PSALM 119:143 – “Trouble and anguish have taken hold 
on me: yet thy commandments [the Word preached] are 
my delights.”

• HEBREWS 10:25 – “Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see
the day approaching.”


