
LORD’S DAY 3 



• Questions: 
• (6) Did God then create men so wicked and perverse? 

• (7) Whence then proceeds this depravity of human nature? 

• (8) Are we then so corrupt that we are wholly incapable of any 
good, and inclined to all wickedness? 

 

• We learned in LD I that we need to know three things to 
enjoy our comfort. 
• The first thing we need to know is how great our sins and 

miseries are – how depraved we are by nature. 

• A faithful Reformed church confesses and teaches the truth of 
the total depravity of man. 

 

• LD 3 deals with these questions: 
•   

•      

 

 

Who is to blame for sin?  Whose fault is it? 



• God created man good 

• God created man “in His own image” – Genesis 1:26-27 

• After God created him, man was “very good” – Genesis 1:31  

 

• God created man without sin 

• Man was spiritually like God: true knowledge, true holiness 
and true righteousness (Colossians 3:10, Ephesians 4:24). 
 

• There were no defects in man after God created him. 

• He had a good mind, good body, good will, etc. 

• He was morally and spiritually good – i.e., sinless. 

 

• Cannot say: “It is God’s fault that we are sinners!” 



• Q&A 7 

• Q – Whence then proceeds this depravity of human 
nature? 

• A – “From the fall and disobedience of our first 
parents, Adam and Eve, in Paradise; …” 

 

• Man’s Fall into Sin 

• Genesis 2:16-17 – God gave a clear command to Adam 
and Eve not to eat from one of the trees. 

• Genesis 3:1-5 – The devil tempted Eve and Adam to eat 
of the forbidden fruit.  They believed his lies and ate. 

• God punished Adam and Eve, as He said He would, with 
death (both physical and spiritual). 

• Thus all mankind became totally depraved sinners! 



• Adam and Eve Sinned Wilfully 

• They were not forced to sin – they freely chose to do it. 

• God cannot be blamed, for He did not make them sin. 

• Clearly, man’s sin is man’s fault: “My sin is my fault!” 

 

• The Whole Human Race Sinned and is Guilty 

• Romans 5:12 – “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 

the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 

men, for that all have sinned:” 

• Romans 3:19 – “Now we know that what things soever the 

law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every 

mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty 

before God.” 



• LD 3 makes two striking/sharp/clear statements 
concerning the Total Depravity of man: 
• “Our nature is become so corrupt, that we are all conceived 

and born in sin.” 

• “We are wholly incapable of doing any good, and inclined to 
all wickedness.” 

 

• Many deny Total Depravity – say man is basically good: 
• Claim man is simply a little sick; is weak; has a few flaws; … 

• Say man can do good; can ask for help; can help himself; … 
 

• However, what the Catechism states is Biblical: 
• Psalm 51:5 – conceived and born in sin 

• Genesis 5:3 – Adam begat a son in his own likeness and image 

• Genesis 6:5 – great wickedness; only evil thoughts continually 

• Romans 3:10ff – none righteous, none that does good, not one 

• Ephesians 2:1 – by nature dead in trespasses and sins 



How is Total Depravity Significant for our Salvation? 

1. T.D. clearly shows that man cannot save himself. 
• JOB 14:4 – “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?  

Not one!” 
 

2. T.D. clearly shows that Jesus Christ alone can save. 
• II TIMOTHY 1:10 – “… our Savior Jesus Christ, who hath 

abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel.” 

• JOHN 6:51 – “I am the living bread which came down from 
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: 
and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for 
the life of the world.” 

 

3. As the LD mentions, we need to be “regenerated” 
• That makes all the difference – we are able to do good. 

• Regeneration and its fruit assure us we belong to Christ. 


