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INTRODUCTION
• Many view the keys of the kingdom negatively.

– Consider them hurtful.  Are opposed to using them.

– Many churches have abandoned Christian discipline.

– This has serious effects on the church and believers.

• The keys of the kingdom are necessary, and a great 
blessing to the church and to each believer.

– They keep the church pure, and the members faithful.

– Used by Christ to make the church a spiritually safe place.



LORD’S DAY 31 – Q&A 83

• Q. 83. What are the keys of the kingdom of heaven?

• Answer. The preaching of the holy gospel, and Christian
discipline, or excommunication out of the Christian
church; by these two, the kingdom of heaven is opened
to believers, and shut against unbelievers.

• MATTHEW 16:19 – “And I will give unto thee the keys of the
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

• REVELATION 3:7 – “… These things saith he that is holy, he
that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth,
and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth.”

I. THE MEANING OF THE KEYS



I. THE MEANING OF THE KEYS

1. The kingdom of heaven is like a well fortified city.

– The only way to enter, or go out, is through a locked gate.

– Two keys unlock and lock the gate: preaching & discipline.

2. CHRIST operates these keys. He does so through the 
church (officebearers).  Matt. 16:19, Rev. 1:18, 3:7.

3. Christ accomplishes four things with the keys, and 
accomplishes these consciously in each person:

1. Brings believers into the kingdom.

2. Keeps believers inside the kingdom.

3. Puts unbelievers outside the kingdom.

4. Keeps unbelievers outside the kingdom.



LORD’S DAY 31 – Q&A 84

• Question 84. How is the kingdom of heaven opened and
shut by the preaching of the holy gospel?

• Answer. Thus: when according to the command of Christ, it
is declared and publicly testified to all and every believer,
that, whenever they receive the promise of the gospel by a
true faith, all their sins are really forgiven them of God, for
the sake of Christ's merits; and on the contrary, when it is
declared and testified to all unbelievers, and such as do not
sincerely repent, that they stand exposed to the wrath of
God, and eternal condemnation, so long as they are
unconverted: according to which testimony of the gospel,
God will judge them, both in this, and in the life to come.

II. PREACHING AS THE MAIN KEY



II. PREACHING AS THE MAIN KEY
1. Because preaching is a key, preaching is discipline.

– We don’t usually think of preaching this way.  We usually 
equate discipline with the work of the elders.

– But preaching disciplines in ways the elders are not able.

1. Preaching disciplines the whole church.

2. Preaching disciplines each of us repeatedly/constantly.

2. Preaching disciplines only when the Word of God is 
faithfully preached.
– The whole Gospel: God, Sin, Salvation, Call to Repent & 

Believe, Warnings & Promises of the Gospel, etc.

– Then the kingdom is opened to believers, and also the 
kingdom is shut to unbelievers.

– II CORINTHIANS 2:15-16.  HEBREWS 4:12.



II. PREACHING AS THE MAIN KEY

• II CORINTHIANS 2:15-16 – “For we are unto God
a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are
saved, and in them that perish: 16 To the one we
are the savour of death unto death; and to the
other the savour of life unto life. And who is
sufficient for these things?”

• HEBREWS 4:12 – “For the word of God is quick,
and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart.”



LORD’S DAY 31 – Q&A 85

• Question 85. How is the kingdom of heaven shut and
opened by Christian discipline?

• Answer. Thus: when according to the command of Christ,
those, who under the name of Christians, maintain
doctrines, or practices inconsistent therewith, and will not,
after having been often brotherly admonished, renounce
their errors and wicked course of life, are complained of to
the church, or to those, who are thereunto appointed by the
church; and if they despise their admonition, are by them
forbidden the use of the sacraments; whereby they are
excluded from the Christian church, and by God himself
from the kingdom of Christ; and when they promise and
show real amendment, are again received as members of
Christ and his church.

III. CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE AS A KEY



III. CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE AS A KEY

1. To whom should Christian discipline be applied?
– HC: To one who is a member of the church (a Christian).

– HC: To one who maintains errors in doctrine, or in life.

– HC: One is disciplined because refuses to repent of errors.

2. What is the Biblical method of Christian discipline?
1. First, “brotherly admonition” – Matt. 18:15-16, Gal. 6:1.

2. Second, formal discipline by church (elders) – Matt. 18:17.

3. What is the purpose of Christian discipline?
1. HC: Not to drive people away from the church, but to 

bring one to repentance and to keep him in the church.

2. Also to keep the church pure, and thus a safe place 
spiritually for us and our children.  Acts 20:28-30.



III. CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE AS A KEY

• GALATIANS 6:1 – “Brethren, if a man be
overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual,
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness;
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”

• ACTS 20:28-30 – “Take heed therefore unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which
the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed
the church of God, which he hath purchased with
his own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among
you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things,
to draw away disciples after them.”


