
LORD’S DAY 4 
“GOD’S JUSTICE IN RELATION TO SIN” 



1. Still in the 1st section of the Heidelberg Catechism. 

• Truths concerning how great our sins and miseries are. 

• Truths that make us see we are helpless and without hope. 

• Truths that point us to our Only Savior, Jesus Christ. 

• Truths that make clear how great His saving work is. 

 

2. Lord’s Day 4 teaches us about God’s justice in 
dealing with and punishing sinners and sin. 

• Does so by asking questions that are in the form of 
objections – Q. 9, Q. 10, Q. 11. 

• These are objections that the sinner raises because he 
wants/hopes to sin and get away with it. 

• This Lord’s Day, in answering these objections, destroys 
that hope and teaches that God is indeed just. 



 

GOD’S JUSTICE IN RELATION TO SIN 

I. Just In What He Requires 

II. Just In How He Punishes 

III.   Just In Showing Mercy 



• THE OBJECTION – Question 9 

• God is very strict in what He requires of us – Lord’s Day 2. 

• It is a fact we cannot do what God requires of us.  Impossible. 

• Thus: “Why does God still require it? That seems unjust/unfair!” 

• Couldn’t God be less strict?  Or just be happy if we do our best? 

 

• SEEMS A VALID OBJECTION 

• Can compare this to telling a blind man to see, a lame man to 

walk, a deaf man to hear, etc. 

• If we did any of these things, that would certainly be unjust and 

unfair – terribly wrong and cruel. 

• Seems God is unjust – He knows we cannot keep His laws, but 

He still expects us to do so. 



• RESPONSE TO THIS OBJECTION – Answer 9 
 

• EXPLANATION 

• God created us with the ability to do what He requires. 

• Our inability is not God’s fault, but our own fault. 

• Our inability is because of our “wilful disobedience.” 

• Ecclesiastes 7:29 – “Lo, this only have I found, that God hath 

made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.” 
 

• ILLUSTRATION 

• Hire someone to build you a house – give large down-payment. 

• He spends the money on an expensive vacation till it’s all gone. 

• You don’t ignore this, but still expect him to build your house. 

• That’s fair in earthly life – thus certainly fair for God to do so. 



• THE OBJECTION – Question 10 

• We will admit/accept that God is just in what He requires of us. 

• But is it possible that He will take our inability into account 

when it comes to punishing sin? 

• Wouldn’t it be just/fair if God did not punish us? 

• Or at least if God did not punish us too harshly? 

 

• SEEMS A VALID OBJECTION 

• Scripture says God punishes sin very harshly – sends sinners 

(even “innocent” babies) eternally to hell. 

• That is similar to us telling a blind man to see, and killing him 

because he doesn’t.  Or telling a lame man to walk, and putting 

him in prison because he doesn’t do it. 



• RESPONSE TO THIS OBJECTION – Answer 10 
 

• EXPLANATION 

• God punishes sin “temporally” – punishes it in this life already. 

• Original sin (curse on creation, natural disasters, sickness, etc.) 

• Actual sins (by those in authority, by consequences of sin, etc.) 
 

• He punishes sin “eternally” – sends sinners to hell. 

• Punishment of hell is terrible: Luke 16:24, Matthew 25:30. 

• Punishment of hell is eternal: Matthew 25:41, 46. 
 

• Why is it fair/just for God to punish sin so severely? 

• Because sinners deserve it – Gen. 2:17, Rom. 5:12, Rom. 6:23a. 

• Because God is Great: holy, hates sin – Psalm 5:5, Answer 11. 

 



• THE OBJECTION – Question 11 
 

• This is a very common objection today. 

• Usually put this way: “God is a God of love!”  (“only love”) 

• Say: “God is so loving that He can & will overlook our sins.” 

• Say: “God’s mercy & love cancel out His anger & wrath.” 
 

• We are criticized because we do not agree. 

• Criticized if we say God sends men/women/children to hell. 

• We are told: “You make God a very cruel God – a tyrant!” 

 

• RESPONSE TO THIS OBJECTION – Answer 11 



• EXPLANATION 

• God is merciful AND God is just – both at the same time. 

• Mercy does not cancel out justice.  God’s justice must be satisfied. 

• God shows mercy to some only if their sins are punished. 
 

• ILLUSTRATION 

• Compare to a parent who is merciful to his children, but not just. 

• If he never punishes his children, that’s worse – encourages sin. 
 

• GOD MUST (and WILL) PUNISH SIN 

• He punishes the wicked with the “extreme” punishment of hell. 

• We deserve this too, but God is “indeed merciful” to us. 

• By punishing His Son with that “extreme” punishment instead. 

• Psalm 85:10 took place at the cross.  Result is Psalm 85:1-2. 
 

“Thanks Lord for removing our punishment through Christ!” 


