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OUR MEDIATOR” 
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 Lord’s Day 6 is closely connected to Lord’s Day 5. 

LD 5 pointed out a number of things: 

1. Satisfaction is needed in order for us to escape God’s wrath. 

2. We can’t make this satisfaction, nor can any other creature. 

3. The Mediator who can satisfy for us needs 3 qualifications. 
 

LD 6 explains why He needs these 3 qualifications: 

1. A MAN – Man sinned, therefore a man must be punished. 

2. RIGHTEOUS – So He can be punished for sins of others. 

3. GOD – So He is powerful to obtain and give salvation to us. 
 

 LD 6 also identifies our Mediator by name – Q&A 18. 
 

 All this leads to Q&A 19: “How do you know all this?” 
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 We will focus on Q&A 19. 

The gospel is crucial and precious to the believer, and 

thus we need to know exactly what the gospel is. 

This is the one place in the Heidelberg Catechism where 

we are able to look closely at (1) the Gospel, (2) the 

Bible, and (3) their relationship to each other. 
 

THE GOSPEL CONCERNING OUR MEDIATOR 

1. What Is The Gospel? 

2. Where Is The Gospel Recorded? 

3. How Is The Gospel Revealed To Us? 
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 Answer: “From the holy gospel!” 
 Surprising answer.  Perhaps expect: “From the Bible!” 

 But the answer is correct – because Bible ≠ Gospel. 
 

 Good that the Gospel and Bible are different. 
 If they were the same, someone could take the gospel away 

from us by simply taking away our Bibles. 

 If they were the same, many in O.T. didn’t have the gospel 
because they didn’t have the Bible (until Moses wrote it). 

 

 God’s people have always had the Gospel (A. 19). 
1. HC states they already had it in Paradise, before the Bible 

was written (which began approx. 2,500 years later). 

2. HC states they had it throughout the Old Testament, before 
the Bible was completed (which was in approx. 400 AD). 

3. They had it before they could own and read their own Bibles 
(printing press wasn’t invented until approx. 1,450 AD). 4 



 “GOSPEL” = “GOOD NEWS.” 
 Luke 8:1 – “… He went throughout every city and village, preaching 

and showing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God …” 

 Romans 10:15 – “… How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 

gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things.” 
 

 What is the Good News? 
 Good news: We have a Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ – Q&A 18. 

 Good news: Jesus has done all that was needed in order to save us. 

 Good news: We are rescued from hell and restored to God’s favor. 

 Good news: We have eternal life of fellowship with God in heaven. 

 Good news: God sovereignly saves: sovereign grace, love, mercy, … 
 

 God spoke this good news to Adam & Eve: Genesis 3:15 
 

 God has been speaking it to His people ever since. 5 



 IN THE BIBLE – the Bible is the written record of the Gospel. 
 The Bible and Gospel are not the same.  We distinguish them. 

Otherwise someone could take the gospel away from us.  How? 

Otherwise the Old Testament believers didn’t have the gospel. 
 

 But the Bible and Gospel are closely related. 

God had the “good news” written down so it was preserved and 
could be passed on. 

The Gospel is found on every page of the Bible: in both old and 
new testaments, in every book & chapter & verse. 

 

 The Bible is a trustworthy record of the Gospel. 
 II Timothy 3:16 – “All scripture is given by inspiration of God …” 

 II Pet. 1:21 – “The prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

 

 The Bible is inspired (God’s Word), infallible (incapable of error), 
inerrant (no mistakes), authoritative (only rule for faith and life), 
sufficient (all we need for salvation). 
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 Many say we can do away with a lot of the Bible: 
 “Because much of it has nothing to do with salvation.” 

 “Some things in the Bible contradict the findings of Science.” 

 “Many commands in it are ‘cultural’ and don’t apply to us.” 
 

 We need to defend the Bible for especially two reasons: 

1. For the Name & honor of God Himself.  This is His Word.  If 
we say the Bible has errors, is not trustworthy, etc., we are 
saying God makes errors, is not trustworthy, etc. 
 

2. For the sake of the gospel, which is the theme of the Bible. 

Nothing in the Bible is a “non-salvation” issue.  The whole 
Bible is Gospel.  The whole Bible reveals Christ. 

If someone denies part of Bible, they lose part of the 
gospel (they do not have the “full” Christ of Scripture). 
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 God’s purposed to make the Gospel known to His people. 

 He does not do this by simply giving us the Bible.  That 

would not be enough. 

 The method God uses (and has always used) is PREACHING 

– H.C. says God has the gospel “revealed” & “published.” 
 

 WHAT DOES PREACHING DO FOR US? 

 It is not simply a method God uses to give information to us.  

However, by means of preaching God saves us: 

Romans 1:16 

Romans 10:13-15 

 It has this power to save because Christ Himself preaches: 

Romans 10:14 

Ephesians 4:20-21. 8 



 Because it is such good news – the BEST NEWS to hear! 
 

 Clear when you consider TO WHOM God speaks it. 
 To those in the darkness of sin, death, and eternal despair. 

 To those facing the torments of God’s eternal wrath in hell. 

 To those unable to appease God’s wrath & save themselves. 

 To those burdened by the guilt, shame, & punishment for sin. 
 

 God says to us: 
 “I have chosen you to be mine, and have saved you!” 

 “Although you deserve hellfire, My Son endured it for you.” 

 “Thus, eternal death is replaced with eternal life for you.” 
 

 This is not just “ordinary” news, but the absolute best! 
 Better than news of a new job, cancer in remission, etc. 

 Gospel is the Best Possible News we could ever hear! 
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 THREE IMPLICATIONS: 

1. Need to attend church faithfully in order to hear the 

preaching of the gospel. 

2. Need to be members in a church where the true gospel 

is preached. 

3. Need to pay close attention to the Word of God that is 

preached each Sunday. 

 

 Let us be thankful for and treasure the wonderful 

Gospel, AND the faithful preaching of it. 
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