
LORD’S DAY 7 
“WHAT  IS  TRUE  FAITH?” 



 
 QUESTION 20 is a significant and important question: 
 Doctrinally: errors of (1) Universalism and (2) Arminianism. 

 Ecclesiastically: if all saved, no point preaching/missions/etc. 

 Personally: each of us wants to know, “Who is saved?  Am I?” 
 

 THE ANSWER: 
 Negatively: 
 Not everyone is saved by Christ.  We deny/oppose universalism. 

 Some are not received into God’s favor.  They will perish in hell. 

 Positively: 
 Answer: “He only saves those who believe, who have a true faith.”  

 Surprising answer.  We might expect: “The elect.”  Which is correct. 

 This answer because of personal & comforting approach of H.C. 

INTRODUCTION 



 

WHAT IS TRUE FAITH? 
 

1. FAITH AS A BOND (Q&A 20) 

 Faith Joins us to Jesus Christ 

 Only those with Faith are Saved 

 Our refutation of “universalism” 
 

2. FAITH AS AN ACTIVITY (Q&A 21) 

 Knowledge 

 Confidence 

 

THEME of LORD’S DAY 7 



FAITH AS A BOND 

1. HC teaches that faith is first a BOND to Christ. 
 Faith is not first of all the activity of believing – i.e., to 

say: “I believe in Jesus.  I believe I am forgiven.”  Etc. 

 Faith is first of all that we are ingrafted into (joined to, 
connected to) Jesus Christ. 

 

2. Taught in John 15 – especially verse 5. 
 A branch must be connected to the vine to receive life. 

 We must be connected to Christ to have eternal life. 

 The way we are joined to Him is faith – is the bond/glue. 
 

3. “Ingrafted” is a crucial word. 
 Passive tense: We don’t join ourselves, but God joins us. 

 Faith is God’s gift, also as a bond to Christ – Eph. 2:8-10. 



FAITH AS A BOND 

4. The Bond of Faith can be compared to: 

 A pipeline between a water reservoir and your tap. 

 An electric wire between a power plant and your light. 
 

5. The Bond of Faith is a great Blessing – it is 
our spiritual life-line! 

1. Because of it, we receive all Christ’s benefits. 

2. Because of it, are spiritually alive – Christ’s life in us. 

3. Because of it, produce fruit (John 15:4-5, Eph. 2:10). 
 

6. All this answers the question: Are all men saved? 

 No!  Only those who have the bond of faith.  Only those 
whom God has ingrafted into Christ. 



 
 Their appeal to Romans 5:18 and I Corinthians 15:22. 
 Rom. 5:18 – Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came 

upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of 
one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

 I Cor. 15:22 – For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. 

 

 Proper Explanation: 
 The “all” is not the same group of people. 
 The first “all” refers to all whom Adam represented. 

 The second “all” refers to all whom Christ represented. 

 Note I Cor. 15:23 – “But every man in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming.” 

HOW DO WE REFUTE 
“UNIVERSALISM”? 



 
 Their appeal to I Timothy 2:4-6 and I John 2:2. 
  I Tim. 2:4-6 - Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 

knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time. 

 I John 2:2 - And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

 Proper Explanation: 
 The words “all” and “all men” and “whole world” were used in 

Scripture especially for the sake of the Jews. 

 The Jews must learn of a significant change from the Old Testament – 
that God would now save both Jews AND Gentiles. 

 “All” does not mean every single person, but people from all nations, 
from all races, from all languages, from all ranks in society, etc. 

HOW DO WE REFUTE 
“UNIVERSALISM”? 



OUR  BLESSEDNESS BECAUSE OF 
THE  BOND   OF    FAITH 

1. We have been given the gift of a true faith. 
 

2. God by His sovereign work has joined us to 
Christ by faith. 
 

3. By means of faith, we receive all the blessings 
of salvation from Jesus Christ. 
 

4. We are those who, though we perished in 
Adam, are saved by Christ. 



WHAT IS 
FAITH AS AN ACTIVITY? 

Christ causes the faith He gives and works in us, to be active. 

• We are saved sovereignly.  But Christ does not believe for us – He 
causes us to believe and to trust in Him. 

• Faith is worked in us by the Spirit of Christ in such a way that we 
actively and consciously believe. 

• Our activity is (1) knowledge and (2) confidence. 

We are not treated as mindless and inactive robots or puppets. 

• We are consciously involved in our salvation, and thus we 
experience and enjoy that blessed salvation. 

• That is why we are commanded to believe, and warned against 
unbelief – Acts 16:31, Romans 10:9, John 20:27, etc. 

This is all done sovereignly in us by the Almighty God. 

• John 15:4-5, Ephesians 2:8-10, Canons of Dordt, Head III/IV, Art. 14. 



CANONS OF DORDT 
HEADS III/IV, ARTICLE 14 

• FAITH is therefore to be considered as the gift of 
God, not on account of its being offered by God to 
man, to be accepted or rejected at his pleasure; 
but because it is in reality conferred, breathed, and 
infused into him; 

• or even because God bestows the power or ability 
to believe, and then expects that man should by 
the exercise of his own free will, consent to the 
terms of that salvation, and actually believe in 
Christ; but because He who works in man both to 
will and to do, and indeed all things in all, produces 
both the will to believe, and the act of believing 
also. 



FAITH AS AN ACTIVITY: 
(1) “A CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE” 

• Faith is KNOWLEDGE. 
• Faith is not simply feelings and emotions.  Faith is not simply a 

mysterious, internal sense you have that you are saved. 

• Faith is not ignorance either.  You do not say “I believe,” but then 
have no idea what you believe. 

• One who has true faith is knowledgeable.  He knows and understands 
many things. 

• He has a “certain” knowledge – 100% sure that what he knows is true. 
 

• Scriptures: 
• JOHN 17:3 – one who is saved knows God and knows Christ. 

 

• HEBREWS 11:3 – “Through faith we understand that ….” 
 

• II TIMOTHY 1:12 – “… I know whom I have believed, …” 
 

• II PETER 3:18 – “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.” 



FAITH AS AN ACTIVITY: 
(1) “A CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE” 

• If someone has true faith, what does and should he know?  
What is the OBJECT of true faith? 
 

• LD 7, A. 21 – “Faith is a certain knowledge whereby I hold for 
truth all that God has revealed in His Word.” 

• Know the Bible: that it is God’s Word, that it is inspired, that it is 
infallible, that it is the only rule for faith and life, etc. 

• Know what God says in the Bible: 

• Re Himself: Being, Works (past/present/future), Purposes, etc. 

• Re Man: his creation, his fall, his total depravity, etc. 

• Re Christ: the Gospel of salvation (theme of the Word of God). 

• Re Eternity: heaven, hell, the things that happen after this life. 
 

• Know and believe all the truths of the Word of God as 
summarized in the Apostles’ Creed – see LD 7, Q&A 23. 
 

• True faith has a “certain” knowledge of all these things! 



FAITH AS AN ACTIVITY: 
(2) “AN ASSURED CONFIDENCE” 

• CONFIDENCE (personal assurance) is tied to KNOWLEDGE. 
 

• One cannot have confidence if he/she is ignorant. 

• How can you be confident of forgiveness if do not know what 

Christ did on the cross, and how the Spirit gives it to you? 

• How can you be confident of eternal life if you do not know that 

God is sovereign in saving you? 

• How can you be confident that all is for your good if you do not 

know God’s sovereignty, love, good purposes, etc.? 
 

• “Assured confidence” follows from a “certain knowledge.” 

• The more you truly/properly know from the Bible concerning 

God, Christ, etc., the stronger your confidence. 

• II Peter 3:18.  Believer is not satisfied with a shallow knowledge.  

He/she strives to know more, so can have a stronger confidence. 



FAITH AS AN ACTIVITY: 
(2) “AN ASSURED CONFIDENCE” 

• If have true faith, what are you confident of?  See LD 7, A. 21: 

• “I am sure salvation is not only for others, but also for me!” 

• “I am sure that my sins are forgiven!” 

• “I am sure I have the everlasting righteousness of Christ!” 

• “I am sure I have eternal life and will live in heaven forever!” 

• “I am sure I am saved.  I am sure I belong to Jesus Christ!” 
 

• A great blessing to have faith & be able to say these things. 

• To be able to say them as you face the reality of sin in your life. 

• To be able to say them as you experience troubles in your life. 

• To be able to say them as you come near to the end of life. 
 

• Implications: 

1. Be thankful for the gift of faith given to you and worked in you. 

2. Nurture it through the means God has given (esp. preaching). 


