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LORD’S DAY 8 

• Question 24.  How are these articles divided? 

• Answer.  Into three parts: the first is of God the Father, 

and our creation; the second of God the Son, and our 

redemption; the third of God the Holy Ghost, and our 

sanctification. 

 

• Question 25.  Since there is but one only divine 

essence, why speakest thou of Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost? 

• Answer.  Because God hath so revealed himself in his 

word, that these three distinct persons are the one only 

true and eternal God. 



INTRODUCTION 

• Previous Lord’s Day (LD 7): “What Is True Faith?” 

• Faith is a BOND – faith joins/unites us to our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

• Faith is an ACTIVITY – two things: “knowledge” and “confidence.” 

• Faith has an OBJECT – all things promised to us in the gospel.  (All 

the truth of the Bible.  Summarized in the Apostles’ Creed.) 
 

• HC now begins a detailed explanation of the truths of the 

Bible as summarized in the Apostles’ Creed.  (LD’s 8-22) 
 

• HC starts (as does A.C.) with the truth concerning GOD. 

• To be “Reformed” means you take a God-centered approach. 

• The truth concerning God is not peripheral, but most important. 

• Is foundational – all other truth is based on it, and follows from it. 

• Thus the first truth we confess (and study) is: “I believe in God!” 



THEME OF LORD’S DAY 8 

In the A.C., our confession re God is: “I believe in God 

the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.” 

• This truth concerning God is explained in LD’s 8-10. 

• LD 8 begins this section by teaching us re the Trinity. 

 

Theme of Lord’s Day 8: 

BELIEVING THAT GOD IS THE TRIUNE GOD 

I. What This Means 

II. The Significance 



WHAT IS THE TRINITY? 

• The word “TRINITY” is not found in the Bible. 

• It means “three at a time,” “three together,” “three and one.” 
 

• It expresses clearly what the Bible teaches concerning God. 

1. God is THREE Persons: the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit. 

2. God is ONE Being: there is only one God, not three Gods. 
 

 

• Difficult to understand.  Our finite minds cannot grasp 

God being both THREE and ONE at the same time. 
 

• But having a true faith (God’s gift to us), we believe it. 

1. Because the Bible says it and teaches it. 

2. Because God Himself tells us that this is what He is like. 



BIBLICAL PROOFS FOR TRINITY 

GENESIS 1:26 – “AND GOD SAID, LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR IMAGE, 
AFTER OUR LIKENESS: …” 

PSALM 33:6 – “BY THE WORD OF THE LORD WERE THE HEAVENS MADE; 
AND ALL THE HOST OF THEM BY THE BREATH OF HIS MOUTH.” 

MATTHEW 28:19 – “… BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, 
AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST.” 

II COR. 13:14 – “THE GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE LOVE OF 
GOD, AND THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY GHOST BE WITH YOU ALL.” 

DEUTERONOMY 6:4 – “HEAR, O ISRAEL: THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE 
LORD.” 

I TIMOTHY 2:5 – “FOR THERE IS ONE GOD, …” 



EXPLANATION OF THE TRINITY 

• Each of the three Persons in God is a distinct Person. 

• Each is different from the other two. 

• Each knows Himself and the other two as distinct individuals. 
 

• Distinct because each has His own personal properties: 

• 1st PERSON begets the Son – thus He is called “Father.” 

• 2nd PERSON is begotten of the Father – thus He is called “Son.” 

• 3rd PERSON is breathed forth by the Father and Son – thus He is 

called “Spirit” (literally, “breath”). 
 

• Though distinct, they are in perfect harmony and unity. 

1. CO-EQUAL – none is greater than any of the others. 

2. CO-ETERNAL – none existed before the others existed. 

3. CO-ESSENTIAL – all three fully possess all the divine attributes. 



THE TRINITY 
IN THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

• The Apostles’ Creed is a “Trinitarian” creed. 
• It teaches us concerning the truth of the Trinity.  (Also true of the 

Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed.) 
 

• It also divides all the truths of the Bible into 3 sections that 
correspond with the three Persons of the Trinity.  (See LD 8.) 

1. God the Father and our Creation (Article 1). 

2. God the Son and our Redemption (Articles 2-7). 

3. God the Spirit and our Sanctification (Articles 8-12). 
 

• This doesn’t mean each Person has His own exclusive 
work which He does, and the others are not involved. 
• All three Persons are involved in every work of God. 

• But each work is most appropriate for that Person. 

• Thus each Person is prominent in that particular work. 



SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TRINITY 

1. God is a covenant God in Himself. 

• God lives a life of fellowship and friendship within Himself. 

• This is possible because of God’s “threeness” and “oneness.” 

• God is a family God.  His life is a family life.  The Trinity is a family. 
 

2. God is a covenant God in relation to His people. 

• God establishes a relationship with His people that reflects what 

He Himself has – a relationship of friendship and fellowship. 

• To be saved means God brings you into His covenant family, and 
causes you to be part of it, and to share in it.  Ezekiel 16:1-14. 

• God does this on the basis of Christ’s work on the cross. 
 

3. Comforting! 

• God isn’t like the Muslim or Hindu gods – cold, austere, distant. 

• He is a loving Father.  Is near & approachable.  Is your Friend. 


