
HEIDELBERG CATECHISM – LORD’S DAY 9 

"GOD OUR FATHER" 



LORD’S DAY 9 

• Question 26.  What believest thou when thou sayest, "I 
believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth"? 

• Answer 26.  That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (Who of nothing made heaven and earth, with all 
that is in them; Who likewise upholds and governs the 
same by His eternal counsel and providence) is for the 
sake of Christ His Son, my God and my Father; on Whom I 
rely so entirely, that I have no doubt, but He will provide 
me with all things necessary for soul and body: and 
further, that He will make whatever evils He sends upon 
me, in this valley of tears turn out to my advantage; for He 
is able to do it, being Almighty God, and willing, being a 
faithful Father. 



INTRODUCTION 

1. The Apostles’ Creed is a summary of our faith – the 
things "necessary for a Christian to believe."  
– In Lord’s Day 8, we considered the confession: "I believe in 

God" – the truth of the Trinity. 
– Now the confession: I believe the Triune God is "the 

Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth."  
 

2. The truth is presented in this Lord’s Day in a very 
personal and comforting way. 
– "He is my God and Father." "I rely & trust entirely on Him." 

"He provides me all I need." "He will make everything turn 
out for my advantage." "He is a faithful Father." 

– That’s how the truth concerning God as our Father is 
taught in Romans 8:14-16, 28. 



THEME OF LORD’S DAY 9 

• "GOD OUR FATHER" 

I. Almighty Father Of Creation 

II. Our Father For Christ’s Sake 

III. The Comfort This Gives Us 



I. ALMIGHTY FATHER OF CREATION 

1. God our Father is Almighty.  He is omnipotent.  All 
power is His.  He is the only Mighty One. 
 

2. Lord’s Day 9 mentions a proof of this. 
– God created everything: "He, of nothing, made heaven 

and earth, with all that is in them." 
– Creation is mentioned here because it is a major 

evidence that God is Almighty.  (Psalm 121:1-2.) 
 

3. Every part of God’s creative work shows His great 
power and proves/demonstrates He is almighty: 
– How He created! 
– What He created from! 
– What He actually created! 
– How long it took Him to create! 



I. ALMIGHTY FATHER OF CREATION 

4. Many deny that God created all things: 
– They present different theories concerning the origin of the 

universe: (1) Atheistic Evolution; (2) Theistic Evolution.  
– They say the origin of all things is something debatable.  Say it 

doesn’t matter what you believe – is a "non-salvation" issue. 
 

5. Significance of these denials: 
– If someone denies that God created all things by the Word of 

His power, he takes away comfort from believers. 
– Is saying: "God is weak. He can’t provide, can’t turn all things 

to our advantage, can’t save.  Man is foolish to rely on Him." 
 

6. For our comfort, we need to defend and believe that God 
created all, for this confirms He is an almighty Father. 
– Hebrews 11:3 
– Psalm 121:1-2 



II. OUR FATHER FOR CHRIST’S SAKE 

1. The almighty God is also "for the sake of Christ His Son, 
my God and my Father." 
– This is a profound description of who we are in relation to the 

Triune God: we are His children, His sons & daughters. 
 

2. This is possible and a reality because God is ALMIGHTY. 
– God is powerful to save, powerful to make us His children, 

powerful to bring us into His family, etc. 
 

3. God accomplished this through Jesus Christ. 
– By nature, we were not children of God.  We had no right to call 

God our Father.  We were children of Satan. 
– God formed a new family.  Based on the work of Christ on the 

cross, we are brought into that family of God. 
– Romans 8:15.  II Corinthians 6:18.  Revelation 21:7. 



II. OUR FATHER FOR CHRIST’S SAKE 

4. We are God’s children through ADOPTION. 
– In earthly adoption, one legally becomes the child of the 

adoptive parents and a member of that family. 
– In spiritual adoption, we legally become children of God.  Our 

adoption papers were signed by Christ’s blood. 
 

5. Our spiritual adoption goes beyond earthly adoption. 
– In earthly adoption, parents can’t make a child look like them. 
– In our spiritual adoption, God makes us look like Himself. 

 

6. God causes us to know that we are His children. 
– Romans 8:16-17 – "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 

spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then 
heirs: hears of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; … that we may 
be also glorified together." 



III. THE COMFORT THIS GIVES US 

1. Our Father cares for us, His children.  He does many good 
things for us.  We confess: 
– He provides me with all things I need for my body.  (Matt. 6:25ff) 
– He provides me with all things I need for my soul.  (Luke 11:9-13) 

 

2. Therefore we also confess: "I rely entirely on Him, for I have no 
doubt concerning Him doing all these good things for me!" 

 

3. Yet sometimes we do not rely entirely on Him, for we 
doubt that these things are really true.  We say: 
– If it is true that He is a faithful Father, why do I have so many 

struggles in life?  Why do I lack what I need for my body? 
– Doesn’t a father want to make his children happy?  Why then am 

I often unhappy?  Why is this life a valley of tears? 
– Why do I have so much sadness?  Grief?  Pain?  Sickness?  Etc.? 



III. THE COMFORT THIS GIVES US 

4. Our comfort is (1) OUR FATHER SENDS THE EVILS. 
– The sufferings that we experience are sent by our Father – 

not by Satan, or the wicked, or chance. 
– Our loving Father is the one Who sends suffering and Who 

often makes this life a valley of tears for us. 
 

5. Our comfort is (2) He does it all for our ADVANTAGE. 
– We do not learn this truth from life itself.  Often, from 

experience, it seems things are for our harm.  (Gen. 42:36) 
– We believe it is true because the Bible says it is (i.e., God 

Himself says so).  (Romans 8:28, II Corinthians 4:15) 
 

6. We therefore trust in Him because: 
– He is ABLE to do this, being the Almighty God. 
– He is WILLING to do this, being a faithful Father. 


