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Introduction:
1. The truths set forth in this Lord’s Day are important over against the errors of the Arminians.
2. But these truths are especially important because of the errors of Pentecostalism.
3. John 16:13-14 teaches us about the true presence of the Spirit in the church and in believers.

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND HIS PRESENCE

I. The Identity Of The Spirit
A. First, the Holy Spirit is God.

1. He is true God.  He is co-eternal with the Father and Son.  He is fully God – fully divine.
2. We must confess this truth because some deny it and say the Spirit is just a power/force.
3. This truth is also crucial for our salvation, because of the great work the Spirit does in us.

B. Secondly, the Holy Spirit is the “Spirit of Christ.”
1. The Spirit was given to the exalted Lord Jesus Christ.  John 14:26, 15:26, 16:7.
2. It is important to note what He does as the Spirit of Christ – John 16:13-14.

a. He does not speak about or bring attention to Himself.  He puts Himself in the background.
b. He directs all our attention away from Himself and to the Lord Jesus Christ.

II. The Spirit’s Presence In The Church
A. The view of the Pentecostals concerning the Spirit’s presence in the church.

1. They claim the Spirit is central in the church.  They focus on His special gifts.
a. They claim to be Spirit-filled churches – in their deeds, in their worship, in their lives.
b. They claim to honor the Holy Spirit.  They accuse others of greatly dishonoring Him.

2. But the Spirit does not work in the church in the way the Pentecostals claim.
a. He does not push Christ aside.  He does not push aside the Word of Christ (the Bible).
b. The evidence of the Spirit’s presence is not a church’s fascination with the Holy Spirit.
c. Many churches who claim to be Spirit-filled are in fact empty of the Spirit – He is not there.

B. What is the evidence of the Spirit in the church?
1. The Spirit filled church is one in which Christ is central.  The church is devoted to Jesus Christ.
2. The Word of Christ is central – the written Word, and the preaching of that Word.
3. Christ’s works are the focus – His suffering, resurrection, ascension, work from God’s right hand.

C. Be thankful that by God’s grace these things are true of this church.  Maintain them by continuing to focus
on the works and Word of Christ – especially by being a church that preaches Christ’s Word.

III. The Spirit’s Presence In The Believer
A. The Spirit is present in ALL believers.

1. The Charismatics teach that He is present, in a special way, only in some believers.
2. But every child of God receives the Spirit.  We each confess: “He is given to me!”

B. The evidence of the Spirit’s presence in a believer.
1. We know He is in us by experiencing the things He does – by seeing the works and effects of the

Spirit in our hearts and lives.
2. The main things He does are mentioned in this Lord’s Day – He gives you a true faith; He makes you

partake of Christ and His benefits; and He comforts you.
3. One more evidence is that a Spirit-filled believer honors Christ.  He does not bring attention to

himself.  Like the Spirit, He desires to be in the background, and Christ on the foreground.


