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Introduction:
1. The truth that the Heidelberg Catechism has

made very clear up to this point is this: “We are
saved by grace alone!”
a. The first section of the Catechism makes

clear that we cannot save ourselves.
b. The second section of the Catechism

teaches that salvation is completely the
work of God.

2. The question now is, “How does the truth of
salvation by grace alone (apart from works)
affect our lives?”

WHY MUST WE DO GOOD WORKS?

I. THE REQUIREMENT
A. The truth of salvation by grace alone is

opposed, not only by Arminianism, but also
by Antinomism.
1. The Antinomian rejects the calling to

do good works and says: “Salvation by
grace alone means we may freely sin!”
Romans 6:1-2.

2. This is a serious doctrinal threat, for it
usually arises in churches that confess
the truth of salvation by the sovereign
grace of God alone.

3. It is also a threat from a practical point
of view, for each of us is inclined to
justify sin by saying: “Good works
don’t save me, therefore it doesn’t
matter if I don’t do good works.”

B. The Catechism states that we MUST do
good works.
1. The Bible commands us to do good

works.  The 10 commands.  The many,
many admonitions throughout the
Bible.
a. This is emphasized by the sharp

words of Q&A 87 of this Lord’s
Day.

b. See also the Word of God in I
Corinthians  6:9-10, and
Ephesians 5:5.

2. The point is, the saved believer may
not and must not live in sin, but must
do good works.

C. A faithful Reformed church maintains the
requirement to do good works in the
following ways:
1. By commanding God’s people,

through preaching, to live holy lives.
2. By reading the law of God as part of

the worship service.
3. By the practice of Christian discipline.

II. THE REASONS
A. The first (and main) reason for doing good

works is Gratitude.  Psalm 116:12-13, 17-
19.  The thankful Christian is obedient.  It is
not enough simply to say “Thanks” – we
must also show it.

B. The second reason for good works is
Assurance.  The Spirit is pleased to use our
good works to strengthen our assurance that
we have been saved.

C. The third reason is Witnessing.  See
Matthew 5:14-16.  God is pleased to use our
godly life as a means to bring others to
church, to the truth, and to Christ.

III. THE POSSIBILITY
A. It is difficult for us to do good works.  But

we actually do them – because of Christ.
1. Christ not only justifies us, but He

also sanctifies us.
2. Christ does not leave His people to

continue in sin.  He delivers us from
the power of sin.

3. It is God’s purpose that we do good
works (Ephesians 2:10).  Christ makes
that a reality.

B. Christ also causes us to want to do good
works.  He gives us powerful incentives.
1. We are motivated especially by

gratitude.  Luke 7:47.
2. We are also motivated by the desire to

have assurance.  II Peter 1:10.
Galatians 5:24.

3. We are also motivated by the desire
that others be saved.  I Peter 3:1-2.
Matthew 5:14-16.
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Question 86.  Since then we are delivered from our misery, merely of grace, through Christ, without any
merit of ours, why must we still do good works?
Answer.  Because Christ, having redeemed and delivered us by his blood, also renews us by his Holy Spirit,
after his own image; that so we may testify, by the whole of our conduct, our gratitude to God for his
blessings, and that he may be praised by us; also, that every one may be assured in himself of his faith, by
the fruits thereof; and that, by our godly conversation, others may be gained to Christ.

Question 87.  Cannot they then be saved, who, continuing in their wicked and ungrateful lives, are not
converted to God?
Answer.  By no means; for the holy scripture declares that no unchaste person, idolater, adulterer, thief,
covetous man, drunkard, slanderer, robber, or any such like, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

Romans 6:1-2 – “What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, that grace may abound?  God forbid.
How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein?”

I Corinthians 6:9-10 – “Know ye not that the
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be
not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves
with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit
the kingdom of God.”

Ephesians 5:5 – “For this ye know, that no
whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man,
who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and of God.”

Psalm 116:12-13 – “What shall I render unto the
LORD for all his benefits toward me?  I will take the
cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the
LORD.”

Psalm 116:17-19 – “I will offer to thee the sacrifice of
thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the
LORD.  I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in
the presence of all his people,  In the courts of the
LORD'S house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem.
Praise ye the LORD.”

Matthew 5:14-16 – “Ye are the light of the world.  A
city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  Neither do
men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the
house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.”

Luke 7:47 – “Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins,
which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but
to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.”

II Peter 1:10 – “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if
ye do these things, ye shall never fall:”

Galatians 5:24 – “And they that are Christ's have
crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.”

I Peter 3:1-2 – “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection
to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word,
they also may without the word be won by the
conversation of the wives;  While they behold your
chaste conversation coupled with fear.”


