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Exodus 19:10-25

Introduction:
1. Many people today reject the 10 commandments.

They argue that these were only Old Testament
laws.

2. But the commands are just as valid today as they
were when God gave them at Mount Sinai.
Exodus 31:18.

3. This Lord’s Day, and the ones that follow, also
remind us that God’s law is permanent.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

I. Their Identity
A. God gave the law to His people at Mount

Sinai.
1. God Himself spoke the words of His

law.  Israel heard God’s voice.
Exodus 20:1, 22.

2. This clearly shows that the 10
commands are God’s laws (not man’s
laws).  Exodus 32:15-16.

3. Whenever we read or hear God’s law,
it is God Who still speaks the 10
commands to us.

B. God’s law was given to His redeemed/saved
people.
1. The law was given to those who had

been saved from the bondage of Egypt
– Exodus 20:1.  That was a picture of
the fact that they had been saved from
slavery to sin (from total depravity).

2. We learn from this that we do not keep
the law in order to be saved, but we
keep it as those who have already been
saved from sin.

3. We also learn that we are able to keep
God’s law.  Christ has saved us so that
we have the ability to keep the 10
commands.

II. Their Purpose
A. The purpose of God’s 10 commandments is

that they are a guide for thankful Christians.
1. We learned in the previous Lord’s Day

that the thankful Christian must do
good works.

2. We may ask: “How do I know if what
I do is a good work and is pleasing to
God?”

3. The law shows us what is a good
work.  It is the guide for all that we
think and say and do in life.

4. The 10 commands are the standard for
how to show our thanks to God for our
salvation.

B. Because God’s law is our guide and
standard, we reject the standards of men
regarding good works.
1. We reject the idea that a work is good

if you have good intentions (a good
motive).

2. We reject the idea that something is a
good work if it turns out okay.

3. We also reject the idea that
outstanding acts of kindness are the
best good works.

C. God decides what is good.  He says, “The
only thing that is good is what is done
according to My law!”

III. Our Attitude
A. The attitude of the child of God toward

God’s law is that he/she loves that law.  We
confess what David did in the Psalms –
Psalm 19:7-11, Psalm 119:97, 113.

B. We love the law because it is a law of
liberty (James 1:25).  The law gives us true
freedom.
1. It is true that the law puts boundaries

around us.  The law is like a fence
around us.  Because of this, we
sometimes think it is too demanding.
We want more freedom.

2. But those who are outside the
boundaries of God’s law are in
bondage (slavery) to sin.  And
whenever you go outside the
boundaries of God’s law, you have
great misery.

3. When we (by God’s grace) stay inside
the boundaries of God’s law, we have
true freedom – a free conscious,
freedom from guilt, freedom from
shame, freedom from hell, etc.

4. This is all true for us because of Jesus
Christ Who kept the law perfectly for
us.


