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Introduction:
1. Lord’s Day 37 is a continuation of the previous Lord’s Day (#36), concerning the 3  commandment.rd

2. It may seem this Lord’s Day doesn’t apply to us.  But it does apply – in many ways.

A COMMAND CONCERNING OATHS

I. What Oaths Are
A. Oaths should not be necessary for and among the people of God.

1. We can understand that the world needs to make oaths, for society is full of ungodly liars.
2. Believers should be truthful.  Matthew 5:27.  Our yes should mean yes – our no should mean no.
3. But we are also liars.  We sometimes need to call on God to witness to the truth of what we say.

B. As believers, we also make many vows and promises.  And these are also oaths.
1. When we make a vow, we call upon God’s Name to confirm our intention to keep it.
2. We confess (Psalm 139:1-6) that God knows and sees everything, including our hearts.
3. Thus God knows if what we say is really true, and if we are actually keeping our vows.

C. All such oaths are, as the Catechism states, legitimate for us to use and make.

II. Our Use Of Them
A. Parents make an oath when they have their children baptized.

1. Parents are asked and answer “yes” to three questions (see page 87 in The Psalter).
2. This oath must be kept, not only for the good of our children, but for the honor of God’s Name.

B. All members of the church make an oath when they make public confession of faith.
1. Church members are asked and answer “yes” to three questions (page 90 in The Psalter).
2. We all face the question of whether we are being faithful to this significant vow.

C. Men make an oath when they are ordained/installed into office in the church.
1. Pastors make a vow (page 102 in The Psalter).  So do elders and deacons (page 107 in The Psalter).
2. These are serious vows.  Office-bearers must strive to do what they have promised.

D. Couples make an oath when they get married.
1. One promises to love (or submit) to his (her) spouse, and to remain faithful until death.
2. Marriage vows are a solemn promise made in the presence of God and in God’s Name.

III. The Seriousness Of It
A. Oaths are serious, for we not only call on God as our Witness, but also as our Judge.

1. The catechism mentions this: “God will punish me if I swear falsely.”
2. We say we are so sure of what we say or promise, that God may punish us if we are lying.

B. Unfaithfulness to vows incurs the wrath of God.
1. Since we do lie and are unfaithful, our only hope is that our punishment has fallen on Jesus Christ.
2. But the wrath of God against these sins teaches us we must be very careful with all our oaths.

C. God blesses His people who are faithful and truthful, and who do not take His Name in vain.


