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Introduction:
1. This command applies to all of us.  But in this

command, God speaks especially to children.

2. This is a timely command, for there is a lot of
disobedience and disrespect of parents in our
day.

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT:
HONORING FATHER AND MOTHER

I. The Calling Of Parents
A. This command teaches that parents have

God-given authority.
1. The reason children must honor and

obey their parents is not because of the
physical strength, or the wisdom, or
the superior abilities of the parents.

2. But the reason is that God has given
authority to parents.  God has given
parents the right to rule, the right to
demand obedience, and the right to
punish disobedience.

3. God Himself governs children, and
does so through the hand and work of
the parents.

B. What should parents do with their God-
given authority?
1. Parents should exercise (use) it in

relation to their children by seeing to it
that they themselves rule over their
children.

2. Parents should give their children
“good instruction and correction”
(Ephesians 6:4), especially teaching
them the works and ways of God
(Psalm 78:1-7).

3. Children need this good instruction
and correction.  They need it
especially for spiritual reasons, for
God uses the faithful work of parents
to bring children to saving faith in
Jesus Christ.

II. The Duties Of Children
A. 1 , children must “honor” their father andst

mother.  They may not mock or disrespect
them.  If they disrespect their parents, they
disrespect God.

B. 2 , children must “obey” their father andnd

mother.  They must do what they are told to
do.  They must do it willingly.  They must
do it immediately.

C. 3 , children must “bear patiently with therd

weaknesses and infirmities” of their
parents.  If the parents are a bad example, or
if they make mistakes, children are to
overlook this and forgive them.

III. The Promise Of Jehovah
A. This is a difficult command for children to

obey.  Children need the grace of God to do
it.  God also gives children encouragement
(Ephesians 6:2-3).

B. God promises “length of days.”  He
promises a long life.
1. For the children in the Old Testament,

that meant a long life in Canaan, the
land of promise.  But the important
thing was not long earthly life itself,
but what that long earthly life pictured
– long (eternal) life in heaven.

2. That is what God promises children
who love and honor and submit to and
obey their parents.

3. The basis and possibility is in Christ,
Who died to cover our sins and to
make it possible for us to live forever
in heaven.

C. This promise is fulfilled by God in the way
of obeying the 5  command.  For God usesth

parents, and children’s honor of and
obedience to them, as a means to work
salvation and eternal life in those children.


