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Introduction:
1. The Bible makes very clear that each of us must

love his/her neighbor.  Matthew 22:37-40,
Romans 13:10.  Galatians 5:14.

2. The 6  commandment places that calling to loveth

before all of us.  We must love the neighbor
specifically with regard to his life.

THE COMMANDMENT CONCERNING LOVE

I. What Is Forbidden
A. The 6  command forbids killing anyone.th

1. The exceptions would be self-defense,
or capital punishment.

2. Otherwise all murder of others is a
serious transgression of the sixth
command.

3. Many today are guilty of murder.  We
live in a murderous world and society,
in which life is cheap.

B. The 6  command also forbids the causes ofth

murder.  See Q&A 106.  I John 3:15.
1. The main cause of murder is hatred.

Hatred leads to anger, envy, desire of
revenge, and even murder itself.

2. If you hate someone, you usually wish
that person was dead and did not exist.
You therefore become guilty of
murder.

3. The causes of murder are serious and
are condemned – Matthew 5:21-22.

II. What Is Required
A. The positive requirement of the 6th

commandment is love.  See Q&A 107.
1. It is not enough simply to refrain from

hating.  We must also do the opposite:
Love!

2. We are to love all our neighbors,
including those who are our enemies
(Matthew 5:44).

B. The proper way to show love is to focus on
the spiritual needs of your neighbor.
1. True love does not simply involve

helping your neighbors (including
family members) with earthly needs.

2. Our greatest concern must be the soul
and the salvation of the neighbor.

3. We ought to show such love to fellow
believers who suffer, who struggle,
who are walking in sin, etc.

4. We are to show this kind of love also
to neighbors who are unbelievers.

C. I Corinthians 13 gives us further instruction
concerning how to show love.  It provides a
good checklist.

III. The Reasons For This
A. One reason why we must not murder (not

hate, etc.) is because God is the sovereign
Lord of life.
1. God gives life to every creature.  By

His providence, He also sustains
human life.  It is obvious that life is
valuable to God.

2. God alone has the right to take away
life.  No one else may do that – not
even with regard to his/her own life.

3. God requires that we value life, and be
very careful with what we do with all
human life.

B. The main reason that we as God’s redeemed
people must not murder (not hate, but
instead love) is because of God’s great love
for us.
1. Loving the neighbor is not based on

the neighbor’s love for you, nor on the
benefits you might get from loving
him/her.

2. Love for the neighbor must arise out
of a sense of how great God’s love is
for you as one of His children.  I John
4:10-11.

C. God’s love is unconditional.  God’s love is
gracious.  God’s love is sacrificial.
1. That should motivate us to love our

neighbors – even those who are not
very easy to love.

2. I John 10:11 – “Beloved, if God so
loved us, we ought also to love one
another!”
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The 6  Commandmentth

EXODUS 20:13 – “Thou shalt not kill.”

LORD’S DAY 40

Question 105.  What doth God require in the sixth commandment?

Answer.  That neither in thoughts, nor words, nor gestures, much less in deeds, I dishonor, hate, wound, or kill

my neighbor, by myself or by another; but that I lay aside all desire of revenge: also, that I hurt not myself, nor

wilfully expose myself to any danger.  Wherefore also the magistrate is armed with the sword, to prevent murder.

Question 106.  But this commandment seems only to speak of murder?

Answer.  In forbidding murder, God teaches us, that he abhors the causes thereof, such as envy, hatred, anger,

and desire of revenge; and that he accounts all these as murder.

Question 107.  But is it enough that we do not kill any man in the manner mentioned above?

Answer.  No: for when God forbids envy, hatred, and anger, he commands us to love our neighbor as ourselves;

to show patience, peace, meekness, mercy, and all kindness, towards him, and prevent his hurt as much as in us

lies; and that we do good, even to our enemies.

MATTHEW 22:37-40 – “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all

thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou

shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

ROMANS 13:10 – “Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.”

GALATIANS 5:14 – “For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as

thyself.”

I JOHN 3:15 – “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life

abiding in him.”

MATTHEW 5:21-22 – “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever

shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without

a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of

the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.”

MATTHEW 5:44 – “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that

hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;”

I JOHN 4:10-11 – “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the

propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.”

I CORINTHIANS 13:1-8 – “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am

become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all

mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not

charity, I am nothing.  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be

burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.  Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not;

charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,  Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily

provoked, thinketh no evil;  Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;  Beareth all things, believeth all

things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.  Charity never faileth:”


