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Genesis 2:18-25, Matthew 5:27-32, Ephesians 5:22-33

Introduction:

1. The 7  command needs emphasis, for we live in a world that is open and unashamed about breaking it.th

2. God gives this command in order to protect our marriages, our families, our children, and also His church.

GOD’S COMMANDMENT CONCERNING MARRIAGE

I. The Marriage Relationship

A. God instituted marriage in the beginning – Genesis 2:18-25.

1. God created men & women to complement each other in marriage, and performed the first wedding.

2. Marriage is a good gift from God.  Two become one.  They have an intimate relationship.

3. Marriage is good and a blessed gift from God to His people (Genesis 2:24, Proverbs 18:22).

B. We maintain our marriages by making sure our marriages reflect the true marriage – Ephesians 5.

1. The reality is Christ’s marriage to His bride, the church.  Our marriages are a picture of that.

2. We must strive to make our marriages a good and accurate picture of that true marriage.

3. That will lead to having (by God’s grace) a blessed and lasting marriage.

II. A Commandment For The Married

A. Those who are married are commanded to conform to the standard set forth in Ephesians 5.

1. Wives must be like the church is in relation to Christ – Ephesians 5:22-24.  They must submit.

2. Husbands must be like Christ is in relation to the church – Ephesians 5:25-28.  They must love.

3. This will serve, under God’s blessing, to protect and strengthen our marriages.

B. Those who are married must also protect their marriages by never allowing a third person into it.

1. Again, this is simply a matter of conforming to the standard, for Christ does not seek other lovers.

2. Your marriage must be characterized by whole-hearted and lifetime devotion to your spouse.

3. You must “live chastely and temperately in holy wedlock.”  See Matthew 5:28.

III. A Commandment For The Single

A. Those who are single have the same calling: “Protect marriage!”

1. They must do so by “living chastely and temperately in single life.”

2. God forbids “unchaste actions, gestures, words, thoughts, desires, and whatever can entice!”

3. Sins committed against the 7  command can significantly affect your future marriage.th

B. Those who are single must also protect marriage by marrying “only in the Lord” (I Corinthians 7:39).

1. A Christian should not marry an unbeliever.  Such a marriage cannot be a proper picture of the reality.

2. A believing young person should search for a godly spouse, with whom you are one in the faith.

3. You need to pray, and you need to look for a spouse in the church and among the people of God.

Conclusion:

1. May God give us strength to be faithful to this command, obeying it in thanks for our marriage to Jesus Christ.

2. Because no marriage is perfect, may we all look forward to the reality that we will enjoy forever in heaven.


