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THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT
“Thou shalt not steal!”

Introduction:
1. The 8  command deals with the financial aspect of our lives: work, money, income, spending, giving, etc.th

2. God is not only interested in our souls, but also in our earthly lives, and in what we do with earthly things.

The Command Concerning Christian Stewardship

I. The Principle
A. To obey the 8  command, we must understand the principle behind it: God owns everything!th

1. No one is the outright owner of anything he has.  Really, we do not own one thing.
2. Psalm 24:1 states this as a fact.  Psalm 24:2 gives the reason.

B. This principle means we are simply stewards of what we have.  That involves three things:
1. 1 , a steward owns nothing.  We have no right to say (about anything): “This is mine!”st

2. 2 , a steward manages what he has been given for the good of his master.nd

3. 3 , a steward realizes he has to give an account to his master concerning what he has been given.rd

II. The Obedience
A. God tells us what to do with what He has given.  He commands: “Thou shalt not steal!”  We may not try

to get for ourselves what God has given to someone else, and not given to us.

B. Positively, we must “use what God has given to promote the advantage of our neighbor.”
1. We must deal with our neighbors “as we desire to be dealt with by others.”  The “golden rule” (Luke

6:31) is applied here to the matter of money and earthly goods.
2. We also promote the advantage of the neighbor by “relieving the poor.”  We must give to the needy

– especially through giving to the Benevolence Fund.  Ephesians 4:28.  Acts 20:25.

C. The 8  command also (and especially) means that we may not steal from God.th

1. We can rob God by being poor stewards of what He has given – by “abusing and wasting His gifts.”
2. We can rob God by not giving to God, or not giving to Him properly – Luke 12:31, Malachi 3:8.

III. The Motivation
A. That which motivates us to do what is right with money and possessions is this: Love for God!

1. Love for God stands in sharp contrast to love for money.
2. It is either one or the other.  We cannot love God and also love money.  Matthew 6:24.
3. The child of God loves God.  We love Him Who has loved and blessed us in Christ.

B. We must make it clear in our lives that we love God.
1. By acknowledging that God gives, and being content with what He has given.
2. By using wisely what God has given us through seeking first the kingdom of God.
3. By trusting in our faithful God and Father to care for all our earthly needs.


