
Lord’s Day 43 of The Heidelberg Catechism Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary
Scripture: James 3

Introduction:
1. This Lord’s Day of the Catechism clearly indicates that this is a serious command.
2. The Bible also makes clear how serious this command is – Proverbs 6:16-19, James 3:5-6.

THE NINTH COMMANDMENT:
GOD’S COMMAND FORBIDDING ALL LIES

I. The Lying That God Forbids
A. The ninth command applies to all our use of words and language.

1. We can use our tongues either for good or for evil, either to express love or to express hatred.
2. When we speak or write evil words, we are doing the works of the devil – John 8:44, James 3:6.
3. God clearly forbids all sinful use of our tongues and words.  Proverbs 12:22, Proverbs 19:9.

B. We must not bear false witness (tells lies) against anyone.
1. We can be guilty of this in relation to policemen, judges, etc.
2. We can be guilty of this in our homes – in what we tell our spouses, our parents, etc.
3. We can be guilty of this in everyday speech – see Matthew 5:37.

C. We must not commit the sins of backbiting and slander.
1. Both of these sins are part of the sin of gossip.

a. Backbiting involves telling the truth, but you tell it in order to hurt a person.
b. Slander involves telling lies about someone.

2. All gossip is forbidden.  It does serious damage to others.  Even if something is true about someone
else, if it is negative we must not say it.

II. The Speech That God Requires
A. Positively, we are to defend and promote the honor and good character of the neighbor.

1. We should defend our neighbor whenever anyone speaks negatively about him/her.
2. We should promote our neighbor’s name and reputation, and build each other up.  Psalm 133.
3. An application of this is that we must not encourage gossip by being eager to hear it.

B. The Catechism also states that we must love the truth, speak the truth, and confess the truth.
1. The truth that we must love and speak is the truth that is set forth in the Word of God – the truth

concerning God, Christ, ourselves as sinners, our salvation by grace alone, etc.
2. Our daily speech should not be all about other people and earthly things, but about spiritual things.

a. Then we will be reminded of the sin of speaking evil about others.
b. Then we will not have time in our conversation to speak evil about others.

C. In speaking the truth, we are to speak the truth in love – Ephesians 4:15, Ephesians 4:29.
1. Love ensures that what we say about others will not be negative, but positive.  I Peter 4:8.
2. Love is also our motive – God’s love for us in Christ, and our love for our fellow believers.

Conclusion:
1. James 3:7-10 teaches that we cannot tame our own tongues.
2. We need God’s grace in Christ so that our words are good words, and pleasing in God’s sight (Psalm 19:14).


