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Introduction: 
1. The Christian must be thankful.  The Christian 

has much to be thankful for. 
2. This Lord’s Day states how we are to show our 

thankfulness (A. 114). 

3. A. 114 also indicates that the 10th command 
teaches us something about the whole law. 

 

THE TENTH COMMANDMENT: 

THE COMMAND CONCERNING ALL THE 
COMMANDS 

 

I. The Covetousness Forbidden 
A. To covet is to want what God has not 

given to you. 
1. We can be guilty of coveting our 

neighbor’s house, or wife, or husband, 
or possessions, etc. 

2. This is serious, because covetousness 
is a sin of the heart that we commit 
against God Himself. 

3. When we covet, we are guilty of 
being dissatisfied with God, and of 
criticizing God. 

 

B. The positive requirement is to be content 
(Hebrews 13:5). 
1. True contentment is the ability to be 

satisfied regardless of what you have 
or do not have.  Contentment does 
not depend on what you possess, nor 
on your circumstances in life. 

2. In order to be content, we need to 
recognize & honor God’s sovereignty.  
He wisely determines and distributes 
to everyone what he/she has.  He 
gives to us what is good for us. 

3. We also need to realize that 
regardless of what we do or do not 
have of earthly things, we always 
have Jesus Christ.  Psalm 23:1.  
Having Jesus, we have enough! 

 
 

II. Heart Obedience Required 

A. The 10th command, by forbidding coveting, 
teaches that God is concerned always with 
our hearts. 

 
 

 
1. Covetousness is very clearly a sin of 

the heart, and a sin that only God can 
see and notice. 

2. The 10th (concluding) command 
reminds us that all God’s commands 
must be kept from the heart. 

 
B. This is a very necessary reminder. 

1. We can easily think, with regard to 
the first 9 commands, that we have 
kept the law of God. 

2. But God, in the 10th command, tells 
us He looks at our hearts – our 
thoughts, desires, motives, etc. 

3. If we desire or consider doing 
something wrong, that is also sin.  
Matthew 5:28.  I John 3:15. 

4. HC: even the “smallest inclination or 
thought that is contrary to any of His 
commands” is sin! 

 

C. In thankfulness for God’s grace, may we 
strive to keep all of God’s commandments.  
I Samuel 16:7. 

 
 

III. Our Keeping Of God’s Law 
A. All of this makes clear to us that we do not 

keep God’s commands very well. 
1. It would be easier to keep it, if heart-

obedience wasn’t required by God. 
2. Q&A 114 – even the holiest believers 

have only a “small beginning” of 
obedience. 

 
B. The believer does not despair. 

1. First, because although it is just a 
small beginning of obedience, it is at 
least a beginning. 

2. Secondly, because God gives us a 
sincere resolution to keep all of His 
commands. 

 
C. When we are faced with the demands of 

God’s law, things are not hopeless for us.  
We have a faithful Savior.  The law points 
us to Him, and reminds us of the 
blessedness of belonging to Him. 


