
Lord’s Day 46 of the Heidelberg Catechism    Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary 
Scripture: Psalm 103 

 

Introduction: 

1. It is difficult for us to pray properly.  We need to ask (Luke 11:1): “Lord, teach us to pray!” 

2. Jesus Christ teaches us by means of the Lord’s Prayer – a model prayer. 

3. This prayer teaches us what to pray for, the proper attitudes to have, the form of our prayers, etc.  

 

PRAYING TO OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN 

 

I. Praying To Our Father 

A. Who exactly is it that is our Father? 

1. Our “Father” is not simply the 1st Person of the Trinity, but the Triune God. 
2. Some misunderstand this, and as a result pray to Jesus.  This is wrong. 

3. Jesus does have an important place in our praying, but we must pray to the Triune God. 

 

B. That the Triune God is our Father points out the intimate relationship we have with Him. 

1. “Father” describes a very close relationship.  It especially refers to love. 

2. God’s relationship to you is like that of an earthly father to his children – Psalm 103:13. 

3. God is much better than the best earthly father.  His love, kindness, care, mercy, etc., are perfect. 

4. All this is true of God because He is our Father “in Christ.” 

 

C. We are able and privileged to speak to Him when we pray.  The fact that He is our Father is the 

“foundation” of our prayers – it makes prayer possible. 

 

 

II. Praying With Reverence 

A. When you know God as your Father, you will have the attitude of “childlike reverence.” 

1. Children have this attitude in relation to their fathers – especially little children.  They look up to 

their fathers.  They show respect by how they speak to their fathers. 

2. This is the attitude we must have toward our heavenly Father.  Honor and respect must be shown 

in how we speak to Him. 

 

B. Many today do not do this when they pray. 

1. Instead, they speak to God with familiarity – as though He is just a fellow human. 

2. We must respect Him because He is “our Father” – not a brother, or neighbor, etc. 

3. We must respect Him because He is “in heaven” – far above us.  Ecclesiastes 5:1-2. 

 

 

III.  Praying With Confidence 

A. Because God is your Father in heaven, you also pray with “childlike confidence.”  You can be confident 

for two reasons: (1) because He is your Father, and (2) because He is in heaven. 

 

B. It is childlike confidence. 

1. Your confidence is similar to what a child has in relation to his earthly father.  He will dare to ask 

his father for things he would not dare to ask anyone else.  He is confident of receiving it.  

 

2. This does not mean that God will give us whatever we want and ask for. 

a. The catechism says He will “much less” deny than an earthly father.  Matthew 7:11. 

b. Even earthly fathers sometimes deny things to their children.  They need to. 

c. God does the same when we ask for things that are wrong, or harmful, etc. 

d. God is wise.  He gives what we need, and what is good for our salvation. 

 

 

Conclusion: May we draw near to our heavenly Father in prayer.  Knowing He is a loving and almighty Father, 

may we always pray with reverence, and also great confidence. 


