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Introduction: 
1. The Lord’s Prayer teaches us about the petitions/requests we should include in our prayers.  
2. The first thing you should desire and ask for is that God’s Name is hallowed (honored/glorified). 
 

A PETITION CONCERNING GOD’S GLORY 

 

I. GOD GLORIFIED BY US 
A. To hallow the Name of God means to glorify and praise and honor God. 

1. God should be glorified by us in our lives.  We should be God-centered in all we think, say, and do.  
2. This is a petition.  We are asking that God enable and equip us to glorify Him always. 

 
B. In order for us to glorify God in our lives, we need (as the Catechism mentions) to know Him. 

1. The Catechism points out our need to know God through all His works.  That’s because God’s 
works clearly show that God deserves to be glorified. 

2. We see how true this is when we consider the following works of God. 

a. God’s work of Creation.  Romans 1:20. 
b. God’s work of Providence.  Psalm 115:9-15, verse 1, verse 18. 
c. God’s work of Salvation.  Especially this work shows God must be praised.  Psalm 115:1. 

 
 

II. GOD GLORIFIED BECAUSE OF US 
A. God should be glorified, not only by us, but also because of us.  The Catechism mentions that we, the 

people of God, should live our lives in such a way that God is praised. 
 

B. The ungodly are watching the people of God, and are ready to criticize them, and God Himself. 
1. They are looking for sin, for inconsistencies, for contradictions, etc.  They want to be able to call 

us hypocrites.  Their ultimate purpose is to blaspheme God Himself. 

2. The Bible gives an example of this in connection with David’s sin with Bathsheba.  II Samuel 
12:14 states: “By this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of God to blaspheme!” 

3. The ungodly will do that in relation to us too, if we are sinful. 
 

C. Our concern is that we not be the occasion for this. 
1. We desire to live in such a way that the enemies of God see in us, not sins, but godliness! 
2. The result will be that the ungodly have absolutely no basis to mock/blaspheme God! 

3. Also, by our lives we will become the occasion for them to glorify God – Matthew 5:16. 
 
 

III. OUR NEED OF MUCH GRACE 
A. In this petition we are asking that God will give us the grace we need to always glorify Him. 

1. We ask for this because we realize we do not have a natural desire or ability to glorify God. 

2. We especially struggle to glorify and praise God when He sends troubles.  Compare to Job 1:21. 
 

B. Therefore we ask God to give us the grace to want Him to be praised, and the ability to do so. 
1. That means we ask God first to make us see how unworthy we ourselves are of any praise. 
2. We also ask Him to cause us to know Him rightly in all His work, so we will glorify Him. 

 
 
May we especially be given grace from God to know Him from His work of salvation, and thus always to praise 
Him.  Psalm 115:1 – “Not unto us, O Lord of heaven, but unto Thee be glory given!” 


