
Lord’s Day 48 of Heidelberg Catechism    Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary 
Luke 17:20-37 

 

Introduction: 
1. By God’s grace, true believers are not earthly minded.  This is evident in our prayers.  
2. That is one of the blessings of praying – it causes us to think upon spiritual and heavenly things. 
 

PRAYING FOR GOD’S KINGDOM TO COME 

 

I. Its Coming In Our Hearts  
A. Christ made a significant statement concerning God’s kingdom in Luke 17:20-21: “My kingdom is in 

you!” 
1. Many today speak of and seek the coming of an earthly kingdom.  E.g., Post-mills and Pre-mills. 
2. God’s kingdom is not earthly, but heavenly. It is not physical, but spiritual.  (John 18:36) 

 
B. When we pray for this kingdom to come, we ask God to rule us so we submit “more and more” to Him. 

1. We are not asking God to begin a work in us – to begin ruling in us.  We pray this prayer because 
we are already in His kingdom, and are already ruled by Him. 

2. Our request is for a change in the kingdom life that we already have and live.  We desire to be 
better citizens than we are now – more heavenly, and more spiritual. 

3. We realize we need God to do this to us, by the power of His Word and Spirit. 
 
 

II. Its Coming In The Church 
A. The Heidelberg Catechism mentions that we also pray for the kingdom to come in the church. 

1. The kingdom of God is seen in the church, for Christ rules in the church and in its members. 
2. Our desire and prayer is that the church of Christ would be preserved and would increase. 

 
B. God, by means of His Word and Spirit, first of all increases His church numerically. 

1. He does that through members being added by our witnessing. 
2. He especially increases His church through giving children to believing parents.  Luke 18:16. 

 
C. God, by means of His Word and Spirit, also causes His church to grow and increase spiritually. 

1. This growth of the church is much more important than numerical growth. 
2. The strength of a church is not in numbers.  A church is truly strong when it is spiritually strong. 
3. Our prayer is that God would make our congregation spiritually stronger than it is. 

 
 

III. Its Coming At The End Of Time 
A. The catechism mentions that the kingdom of God has a final coming: “the full perfection of Thy 

kingdom, wherein Thou shalt be all in all!” 
1. This is God’s goal with everything He is doing in time and in history – an eternal, heavenly 

kingdom. 
2. When that kingdom comes, it will be the only kingdom.  All other kingdoms will be destroyed. 
3. When that kingdom comes, we will live in and fully enjoy the blessings of that perfect kingdom. 

 
B. It is especially this coming of the kingdom that we desire and that we pray for. 

1. We look forward to a most blessed, eternal kingdom life – living with God and Christ forever. 
2. May we pray often for the return of Christ and the coming of the joys of heaven. 


