
LORD’S DAY 49 of the Heidelberg Catechism   Rev. D. Kleyn, PRCA Missionary 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 73 

 

 

Introduction: 

1. God has one will, but there are two aspects to it: the will of God’s decree, and the will of God’s command.  

2. God’s will is done in two ways, which correspond to the two aspects of that will.  Psalm 103:20.  Matt. 26:39.  

3. In considering this 3rd petition of Lord’s Prayer, we will focus especially on submitting to God’s will. 
 

PRAYING THAT GOD’S WILL BE DONE 

 

I. THE GOOD WILL OF GOD 

A. God’s will has certain attributes (characteristics). 

1. The will of God has the same attributes as God Himself has. 

2. If we keep these attributes in mind, that will help us in submitting to God’s will. 

 

B. The significant attributes of God’s will are as follows: 

1. It is eternal.  Ephesians 1:4. 

2. It is sovereign.  Psalm 115:3. 

3. It is unchangeable.  Numbers 23:19. 

4. It is all-comprehensive.  Psalm 73. 

5. It is wise and good.  Psalm 73:24. 

 

II. THE PETITION CONCERNING IT 

A. In the Lord’s Prayer we pray, “Thy will be done!” 

1. This first of all expresses our desire that what God has eternally planned is exactly what happens 

in the world and in our lives. 

2. This involves (as the Heidelberg Catechism states) that we “renounce our own wills.” 

a. We must be willing to do this, for our wills are usually motivated by wrong desires. 

b. Our prayer is that God would rule us in such a way that we willingly put aside our own wills.  

 

B. This petition also (especially) involves praying regarding our submission to the will of God’s decree.  

1. One way in which we “do” the will of God on earth is by submitting ourselves to all that God does. 

2. We desire to submit to God’s will because we believe it is always wise and good.  

3. This can be a struggle, because we cannot always see how God’s will is good for us.  

4. But for the believer it is enough to know that what we experience is as God has willed for our 

good. 

 

III.  THE ANSWER WE MAY EXPECT 

A. As far as the answer is concerned, we may expect that God’s will (His counsel and plan) will be done.  

1. We do not expect God to change His will. 

2. Psalm 46:10.  Proverbs 19:21. 

 

B. That is the answer that the believer wants to this petition in prayer. 

1. The reason for this is because of the truth expressed in Psalm 73:24. 

2. God guides us by His counsel/will, in order to receive us into glory. 

3. The life God has planned for us is the perfect (and only) preparation for our place in heaven. 

4. This means we need to travel the way that God has planned for us in order to end up in glory.  

 

Conclusion: It is good for us (Psalm 73:24) to draw near to God and put all our trust in Him alone. 


