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PRCA FOREIGN MISSIONS IN THE PHILIPPINES
AUGUST  2015  NEWSLETTER

PRCA Missionary: Rev. Daniel Kleyn – d.kleyn@prca.org

Fellow Believers,

Normally the missionaries write their own

newsletters.  Such is a good and necessary part of

their work.  However, having had the privilege to

accompany Rev. and Mrs. Brummel on the

denomination’s delegation to the Philippines (June

24 – July 9), we agreed to give Rev. Kleyn a

one-issue break from this aspect of his labors and

write a newsletter from the perspective of those

fresh back from the field.  Ideas we had for the

newsletter, such as giving a summary of each day’s

activities or including lots of large photos, were

tossed in favor of what we judged to be more

beneficial in this case. Believing that all of us are

mindful of the Philippine mission field in our prayers,

we present

Ten Specific Items for which to Pray

Concerning the Philippines

1. Pray in thanksgiving for the running of the

white horse (Rev. 6:1,2).  God’s Word is

being proclaimed in the Philippines, calling

God’s people “out of darkness into His

marvelous light” (I Peter 2:9) and leaving

others “in the common misery into which

they have willfully plunged themselves”

(Canons of Dordt, First Head, Art. 15). God’s

Word is not returning void, and is

accomplishing whatsoever He wills.  The

faithful labors and foundations laid by

present and past missionaries is bearing

fruit.  Rev. Spriensma, Rev. Smit, and Rev.

Kleyn have been used mightily.  For such we

give thanks.

2. Pray in thanksgiving for Rev. Kleyn as he

continues alone.  God has again given us a

man of exceptional ability.  Equipped with a

pastor’s heart and a personable nature, in

addition to the gifts of common sense and

humility, he is the complete package of what

one would look for in a missionary.  In

matters ranging from proclaiming the

profound truths of Scripture to the practical

matter of negotiating Manila’s hysterical

transportation, Rev. Kleyn is able.

Exceptionally so.  Be thankful.

3. Pray in thanksgiving for Mrs. Kleyn.  She is

a virtuous woman.  Two things in particular

stand out.  First, her marriage is strong. She

and her husband are an outstanding witness

on the mission field in their loving devotion

to each other.  They are a couple who are

just a joy to be around.  Secondly, she is

content.  Mrs. Kleyn contentedly dwells

halfway around the world from loved ones

and in a parsonage which is certainly

adequate but a definite notch below any

PRCA parsonage.  She does not wistfully

pine away.  Rather, by God’s grace she

confesses “the lines are fallen unto me in

places large and fair” (Psalter 27, stanza 5).

Praise God for her virtue.

4. Pray that the Lord provide us with a second

missionary for the Philippines.  Rev. Kleyn is

wisely balancing his capabilities for

maximum benefit to the field, and other

ministers and professors are helping out for

short periods of time, but the field most

urgently needs another man.  Pray earnestly

that the need be filled.

5. Pray for wisdom and discretion.  We’re rich;

the Filipino people as a whole are not.  How

much help do we give?  Pray for the

officebearers in the Philippines, the

missionary, the calling church, and the

Foreign Mission Committee that the mercies

of Christ may be bestowed generously yet

without creating “rice Christians,” or those
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who come to equate church membership

with material prosperity.  Pray that the

mercies of Christ are dispensed in a way

that brings glory to our Heavenly Father.

6. Pray in thanksgiving for music as we have it

in the PRCA.  Many of the Filipino saints

have Pentecostal backgrounds.  At the time,

they loved their trite and emotional songs.

No longer.  Now that they sing the Psalms,

they recognize the blessedness of

God-centered music.  They embrace it. They

love it.  Besides, if there ever was music

that was emotionally moving, hearing the

sweet dulcimer voices of the saints at the

Protestant Reformed Church in Bulacan sing

Psalter 134 in Tagalog has to rank near the

top.  The entire congregation sings it

completely from memory.  One should not

attempt to witness this without a hanky

nearby.  Absolutely one of the most blessed

experiences during our time there!

7. Pray in thanksgiving for the reasonable and

prudent use of technology.  They might not

be rich, but do not envision the Filipinos as

behind the times in technology.  Even with

limited resources, they can supplement their

hunger for the Truth using technology.  If

your church is putting sermons on the

Internet, the Filipinos are probably listening

to them.  They also stay very attuned to our

church vacancies, calls issued, who

preached what and where, and even who

had a gall bladder out.  As we’re interested

in them, so the Filipinos are interested in us.

Further, Rev. Kleyn is very connected.  He

has an amazing ability to use technology to

maintain contact with individuals throughout

the many islands of the Philippines, organize

meetings and events, document what

happened when and where, and so on.

Pray that this tool continue to be used in a

God-glorifying manner and for the gathering

of His church.

8. Pray in thanksgiving for the children on the

mission field.  They are learning the

catechism and the Psalter.  They are

learning what it means to be Reformed.

Some are shy while others are more

expressive.  We cringe a bit to share this

story because it involves our seminarian

son, but the Saturday morning we visited his

class one little catechumen came bouncing

down the road in her flowered outfit

proclaiming, “Mr. Regnerus, I’m so happy to

see you again!”  Sometimes God gives

nervous and sweltering seminary students

just the glimpse of His goodness they need

to remind them of His nearness.

9. Pray in thanksgiving for the power of the

spoken Word.  The people are growing in

their Godly walk.  One specific and touching

example is the family who heard Rev. Kleyn

preach on the goodly heritage we have in

our children.  The sermon moved them to

re-examine their decision to limit their

number of children to two.  Today this

sincere family has five children and their

prayer is that the Lord will give them more

children as He wills.  Amazing.  Another

example is the man who stayed up late

every night for over three years to translate

Doctrine According to Godliness into

Tagalog, the native tongue of the Filipinos.

Give thanksgiving that the Spirit is applying

the spoken Word to the hearts of believers.

10. Pray that all of us may be zealous for the

cause.  Were it possible, we would take the

entire PRCA denomination on a “field trip” to

the Philippines so that each could

experience firsthand the wonders God is

working in this faraway land.  Lacking that

opportunity, pray that we may not grow

lethargic or apathetic.  Pray that we may

enthusiastically use the abundant resources

God has given us to proclaim the Gospel of

salvation at home and abroad.

We trust this brief listing may make our prayers

concerning the Philippines more specific and urgent.

Indeed, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous

man availeth much” (James 5:16b).

In Christ,                    

Jim and Brenda Regnerus


