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Some Highlights
On Thursday, April 21, the First Reformed Church of

Bulacan hosted a combined church picnic with the Berean
PRC and the members of the Christian Faith Ministry
(Batasan Hills, Quezon City) at a resort in Sta. Rosa,
Bulacan. The resort was large enough to accommodate our
families and children, and it provided lots of swimming
space in its two private pools for everybody.  The day was
very enjoyable because it was a good opportunity for the
two congregations to get to know each other some more. 
Both consistories find this necessary as the two churches
work towards the future goal of a federation.  We all look
forward to doing this again next year, the Lord willing.  

Rev. Kleyn continues to preach and teach in the All of
Grace Protestant Reformed Fellowship once a month, or, in
the case of May which has 5 Sundays, twice.  

On May 6, the Berean PRC hosted a one day
conference on the subject of “Church Membership for
Reformed Believers.”  Rev. Kleyn and I gave two speeches. 
Questions afterwards were good.  The audience singing of
the Psalter numbers was uplifting.  The fellowship between
speeches was lively.  Attendance was good, especially
because we had some new visitors.  Some of the fruit of
this conference is a new preaching and teaching
opportunity for Rev. Kleyn.

Some Different Opportunities
On May 8, Rev. Kleyn, with the approval of the Doon

Council and the FMC, preached in the Maranatha
Foursquare Gospel Church, whose pastor is Pastor Leovy
Trinidad.  Interestingly, his son and family attend the
Covenant Evangelical Church in Singapore regularly. 
Although we do not know at this time how this contact will
develop, yet we desire that we may be of some help to
them in the church’s desire to be reformed and always
reforming.

In that latter part of the month of May, I with the
approval of the Doon Council and FMC visited the
Reformed Free Church in Inayauan, Negros Occidental,
from May 20 to May 23. 

Negros is an island in the middle Visayan region of the
Philippine archipelago.  Bacolod City is the main city on the
western side (“Occidental”) of Negros Island.  Inayauan is
located about 150 km (90 miles) south of Bacolod City, a 2
½ hour drive by car.

Rev. and Mrs. Kleyn visited this church in May 2010,
and Rev. Kleyn was asked to preach and teach in their
worship services last year.  This year, it was my turn.   I
led the Bible Study on Saturday morning, speaking to
the group from the RFC on the duties of the Reformed
believer within his congregation.  On Sunday, I preached
from Lord’s Day 9 and from Romans 1:16-17.  Later in
the afternoon, I gave an exposition, unexpectedly, to a
Bible study meeting of the Reformed Free fellowship
group in Si-alay, of Matthew 5:13 and its theme, “Ye Are
the Salt of the Earth.”  Following that, some elders and
pastors from the Reformed Free Church and a pastor
from a nearby Baptist church, with a growing interest in
the Reformed faith, enjoyed together a challenging
question and answer session.

The Reformed Free Churches are a small group of 3
churches (Bacolod City, Inayauan, and Guimaras Island)
and 1 mission fellowship (Si-alay).  Pastor Baltazar
Niangor, Pastor Ezequias Rosal, and Pastor Eduardo 
Donasco are their ministers at this time, along with their
respective consistories.  These leaders endured a trial by
fire in 1995 when they with their churches remained
faithful to the truth over against some who were trying
to lead the small group of churches down a path of false
teaching.  That trial strengthened their commitment to
the Reformed Faith and the doctrines of God’s
unconditional covenant of grace.  Their evangelism work
seems to be growing in southern Negros Occidental, but
in this work they are short-handed.

Our desire is that we continue to assist the
officebearers of the churches with instruction, when
possible, and with books, Tagalog sermons, and other
materials, such as books for children’s catechism and
Bible instruction.  Our prayer is that we may be of
continued help to them for their faithfulness in the
Reformed faith now and in their generations.  In due
time, we also would like them, when ready, to consider
the development of closer ties with the Berean PRC and
First Reformed Church, the Lord willing.

Our Reformed Bookstore
Our bookstore endeavour seems to be going well

since we started to distribute books in April.  Step by
step, the Kleyns have organized a bookcase in their
house in which RFPA books, PRCA Psalters, and Bibles



are stored.  The books are sold at discounted prices that
are more affordable for the members of our churches and
our mission contacts.  In addition, we have Bibles in the
Tagalog and Ilongo languages available.  

The overseas shipment and the sale of the RFPA books
and Psalters at a discount is made possible by the
Philippine Book Fund overseen by the FMC.  Many of you
by now have contributed to Philippine Book Fund through
church offerings, and may wonder if it is serving its
purpose.  So far, the answer is a definite “Yes!”  We sold
or have on order over 100 books to date.  

It is encouraging to witness the enthusiasm and joy of
those who now at long last are able to afford these books
and hold them in their hands.  This is encouraging because
there is a serious lack of soundly Reformed literature in the
Philippines for members of our churches and mission
groups and for area preachers with whom we have
contact. 

We have not done much advertising yet for the
bookstore, except by e-mail to specific contacts and at the
recent Berean PRCP annual conference.  Already, demand
has greatly outpaced our supply, which for us is a very
happy problem.  As a result, some may have to wait a
month or so before they can read their long-awaited
books.  This demand is an indicator of the need for good
books here, especially for the pastors who need good
theological libraries for sound and lively preaching and
teaching.

We thank the churches for your willing support of this
specific and real need through the Philippine Book Fund.

Furlough Visit
In addition to some of the work summarized here, my

family and I have been preparing for our visit in North
America from June 7 to July 19.  Here is a schedule of our
whereabouts during that time:

I Lacombe, AB . . . . June 7-13
I Jenison, MI . . . . . June 13-July 6
I Doon, IA . . . . . . . July 6-12
I Lynden, WA . . . . . July 12-19

During the time in each location, I am planning to
preach in some of our churches and present a visual/audio
summary of the work we are doing together here.

For those in or near the Grandville, MI, area, a mission
field presentation is planned for Sunday evening, June 19,
at 8:15 p.m. in the Grandville High School auditorium.
Those able and interested to attend a presentation of our
mission labors are most welcome to come.

With the end of another school year in two days (June
3rd) and our departure day now on the immediate horizon
(next week Tuesday), the anticipation and chatter about
airports, airplane food, visits with grandparents, uncles,
aunts, and cousins, as well as old friends, is building
amongst our children.  My wife and I expect that our
travels this time around will be a little easier than when we
moved to the Philippines two years ago because our
children are a little older, we do not have the stress of a
trans-Pacific, international move, and the pile of luggage

seems to be smaller
If there are no weather (it is typhoon season),

airplane mechanical, or other delays, we expect to arrive
in the USA/Canada on June 7, and return home on July
20.  By the way, since Rosalyn has her birthday on our
June 7 travel day, she is delighted to have a birthday of
about 36 hours.  It’s a birthday girl’s dream come true!

Our children will have just enough time to recover
from jet-lag and then get ready for the start of another
school year on August 4th.

My wife and I are very thankful that the churches
have made it financially possible for our large family to
have a furlough this year so that we can visit many of
our supporting churches and visit our family, including
our Smit parents/grandparents, members of the Lynden
PRC, who celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary this
year on July 21.  We are thankful that we may keep our
churches informed about the mission labors of Rev.
Kleyn and myself in the Philippines by in-person visits.

7M
While in North America, the work of preaching,

teaching, meetings, and so on here continues, of course. 
In my absence, the pulpit in the Berean congregation
will be supplied by Rev. Kleyn (3 Sundays) and the
elders with reading sermons (3 Sundays).  The mission
work in Gabaldon and the work with First Reformed
Church will continue through Rev. Kleyn.

Also, 7M continues on as scheduled, every other
Monday.  I just finished a review of Reformed Doctrine
in Anthropology, and at our first meeting in June Rev.
Kleyn will begin a review of Reformed Doctrine in the
area of Christology. I will miss 3 meetings, but hope, if
technologically possible, to attend the meetings via
Skype. 

Besides just to keep involved with the mission field,
the more important reason for my attendance via Skype,
if possible, is that we would like to make this meeting
available via Skype to the pastors of the Reformed Free
Churches in Negros Occidental on a regular basis as
well.  They expressed a desire to join 7M in this way,
and it will also allow them to participate in the question
and answer sections of each meeting.  With that in
mind, we will try to work out the technology necessary
for our brothers in Inayauan to benefit from 7M.

Continue to pray for us in our labors.  Remember in
prayer my family as we travel in the coming weeks, but
also remember the Kleyns as they labor in the absence
of my busy family.  Remember the saints here in your
prayers that God may by His grace preserve and keep
them, and also continue to gather by the preaching of
the Word into the churches as many of His sheep and
lambs as He wills according to His good pleasure and
grace.

In His service,
Rev. Richard J Smit
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