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Introduction to the Book of Daniel

1. Who is the author of the book of Daniel?

2. Who is the writer of the book of Daniel?  

3. What is the date of the writing of the book and in what original language was it written?

4. What is the theme or canonical significance of the book of Daniel?

5. What is the basic structure and organization of the content of the book of Daniel?
a. Divided into 2 parts

i. A section of historical events which set forth prophecy (chapters 1-6)
ii. A section of visions and prophecies (chapters 7-12)

b. Brief Sketch of the Book
i. Chapter 1–  The Four Young Believers Refusing the King’s Meat 
ii. Chapter 2–  Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of a Large Image
iii. Chapter 3–  Mishael, Hananiah, and Azariah quenching the fire by faith
iv. Chapter 4–  Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a tree and his fall from pride
v. Chapter 5–  The Handwriting on the wall during the feast of Belshazzar
vi. Chapter 6–   Daniel stopping the mouths of the lions
vii. Chapter 7–   The vision of 4 beasts
viii. Chapter 8–   The vision of a ram and an he-goat
ix. Chapter 9–   The prayer of Daniel and God’s answer through the angel Gabriel
x. Chapter 10–  The vision of God and the messenger for Daniel
xi. Chapter 11–  The prophecy of what will befall the people of God in the latter days
xii. Chapter 12–  The prophecy of the final resurrection and the concluding command

6. How should we understand and interpret Old Testament history?
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Daniel 1– Daniel and His Three Friends First Battle in Babylon

Daniel 1:1-2, Judah’s Captivity
1. In which stage of the captivity was Jehoiakim and the royal seed brought to Babylon?

2. Who was Jehoiakim and what was the significance of the captivity for him?

3. What is the significance of this captivity in the light of the line of David and the promised Messiah?

4. Why was Judah brought into captivity?

5. Why does vs 2 record that the “vessels of the house of God” which were carried from Jerusalem and
stored in the temple of Babylon’s and Nebuchadnezzar’s god (probably the temple of Marduk)?

Daniel 1:3-16, The Trial of Daniel and His Three Friends
6. What were the names and what are the meanings of Daniel and His friends?

7. Why did the king give them Babylonian names?

8. What immediate problem did the young men face?  Why was there a problem with the food?

9. What was the spiritual principle by which Daniel was compelled to refuse the king’s meat? How does
this apply to us today?

10. What alternative did Daniel propose to Melzar?

11. How did God show His favor upon the 4 young believers?

12. How do we face similar temptations from the world today?

13. What does it mean to be antithetical like Daniel, Mishael, Hannaniah, and Azariah in our daily life?

Daniel 1:17-21, The Wisdom of Daniel and His Three Friends
14. How did God bless the young men in Bablyon and in the school of the king? (vs 17)

15. What kind of wisdom and knowledge did God give the young men? (vs 17)

16. How well did the four young men pass their examination by the king? (vss 18-19)

17. Is it an exaggeration that the young men were “ten times better” than all the wise men of
Nebuchadnezzar’s realm?  Why was this true? (vs 20)

18. Although vs 21 gives information on the length of Daniel’s life, is there any spiritual significance in the
statement that “Daniel continued even unto the first year of King Cyrus”?  
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Daniel 2– Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of the Destruction of a Great Image by the Stone

Daniel 2:1-16, The Dream of Nebuchadnezzar and the inability of the wise men to interpret the dream
1. Does God use dreams today to reveal or to speak to us today?

2. What was so strange about the king’s request to the four classes of wisemen that they interpret the
king’s dream?

3. How does God judge the king’s wisemen through the strange way the king handles the wisemen and
their response to the king’s request?

4. What was the response of the king to the wisemen’s confession in vs 11 that only God (vs 11 says
“gods” but that can be better translated “God”), not mere men, could give the king the meaning of his
dream?

5. What was Daniel’s response to Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard, and the king at the news of the
king’s decree, and what does Daniel’s response show us about Daniel’s character?

Daniel 2:17-23, Daniel and his companions pray to God for the dream’s interpretation
6. For what did they seek from the God of heaven and why is that significant? (vs 18)

7. What does the passage teach us about the importance of prayer in the life and salvation of God’s
people?

8. What truths does Daniel confess about God in his prayer?

9. What elements/things does Daniel include in his prayer which we should also include in our prayers?

Daniel 2:24-49, Daniel reveals the interpretation of the dream and is promoted
10. Analyzing how Daniel speaks to the king and behaves before the king, what can we say about Daniel’s

attitude when he knows the king’s dream and its meaning?

11. In vs 29 (and vs 45 ) we are told that the dream is significant for “what should come to pass
hereafter.”  To what time period in history does the king’s dream apply?  Is this phrase or one very
similar to it repeated anywhere else in the Bible?

12. Describe the image and its parts.

13. To whom or what do the separate parts of the image refer?

14. To what does the stone cut without hands out of the mountain refer?

15. Do vss 35 and 44 mean that the kingdom of God shall fill this earth?  

16. Where and how may we expect the kingdom of God to become visible and manifest in this earth in the
New Testament?

17. What kind of confession does Nebuchadnezzar give concerning God in vs 47? 

18. In what ways does Daniel reveal his faith at the end of the chapter (vs 49)?
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Daniel 3– Fiery Trial of Mishael, Hananiah, and Azariah

Daniel 3:1-7, The golden image and the command to worship it
1. What image did Nebuchadnezzar build in the plains of Dura and why did he build it? 

2. What does the reference to the musical instruments teach us about the Babylonian empire? 

3. What command did the king establish and what punishment was decreed for disobedience?

4. Has and could the church face a similar circumstance of severe trial?

Daniel 3:8-18, The steadfast disobedience of Mishael, Hananiah, and Azariah to the King’s wicked
command

5.  Why did the three believers refuse to bow down when the music played?

6. What is the response of the 3 men to the king’s question: “Is it true....?”  Do the 3 men admit
disobedience to the king?  Do they attempt to make excuses for their behavior?  Do they agree to the
second chance proposed by the king?

7. In their refusal to bow to the king’s golden image, are the 3 men guilty of insubordination and a failure
to submit to the great king?

8. According to vs 17, what is the source of the 3 believer’s confidence before the punishment of the fiery
furnace?

9. What makes their steadfast disobedience to the king and their steadfast obedience to God possible?

Daniel 3:19-30,  The 3 believers “quenching the violence of fire”
10. Did the fiery furnace and the king succeed to destroy Mishael, Hananiah, and Azariah?

11. Which is the greater miracle:  the deliverance from the fire or the deliverance from temptation?

12. Who is the fourth man in the fiery furnace with them?  (Isaiah 43:1-3)

13. What does the presence of the 4th man and the deliverance of the 3 men by faith relate to the Gospel
and the coming of Christ?

14. How were the 3 men and how shall we be delivered from temptation and persecution? (Hebrews
11:34)

15. What does this miracle reveal about the kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar and reveal about the kingdom of
God, the kingdom of “the stone” or of the “fourth man” in the furnace?

16. How does Nebuchadnezzar respond?

17. Is Nebuchadnezzar’s response in vss 28-29 a response of true faith?  What kind of response is it?
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Daniel 4– Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of “A Great Tree”

Daniel 4:1-9, The dream of the king and the command to interpret it 
1. In what literary form does the chapter appear?

2. To what “peace” does the king refer and what significance does that have for the end times now?

3. What can we learn from vss 2-3 (and vss 34-37) about wicked Nebuchadnezzar and his praise to God?

4. What was Nebuchadnezzar’s dream?

5. How does Nebuchadnezzar’s description of Daniel in vss 8-9 show that the king remains wicked in spite
of the remarkable impression he receives of the most High God?

Daniel 4:10-27,  The dream of “A Great Tree” and its interpretation through Daniel
6. What happened in the king’s dream? (vss 10-17)

7. Who are the watchers?

8. How does Daniel show his submission to the king in his response? (vs 19) Why do you think that Daniel
started his interpretation of the dream that way?

9. What was the interpretation of the dream?

10. What is Daniel’s advice to the king according to vs 27?

Daniel 4:28-37,  The fulfilment of the dream and Nebuchadnezzar’s recovery
11. For how long did the king follow Daniel’s advice?

12. What sin did the king commit (vs 30) which began the fulfilment of the dream for 7 years?

13. Was the restoration of the kingdom and excellent majesty to Nebuchadnezzar a blessing of God to the
king?

14. Why did God give him seven years of judgment?

15. What was the significance of this judgment upon Nebuchadnezzar for him?  

16. What is the significance of this judgment for Daniel and the remnant in Babylon and for the church
today?

17. When will the world make a similar confession to God?  Is it forced to do so at certain times now?

18. What is the connection between what happens to Nebuchadnezzar and the coming of Christ and His
kingdom?
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Daniel 5– Belshazzar’s Boastful Babylonian Banquet and His Kingdom’s Destruction

Daniel 5:1-12, The Banquet of Belshazzar and God’s Writing on the Wall
1. Although feasting by kings was normal, what was unique about this particular feast of Belshazzar

according to verse 3?

2. To whom did the people dedicate the feast? (vs 4)

3. What happened in that same hour of praise to their gods?

4. What sin does Belshazzar commit in this feast?

5. Who remembered Daniel as an interpreter of dreams and visions? How is that significant?

Daniel 5:13-30, The Interpretation of the Writing by Daniel and Its Fulfilment
6. What was the king’s reward for the interpretation of the dream?  

7. How does Daniel show that he coveted no man’s gold or silver, not even the king’s?

8. How does Daniel rebuke the king for his great sin? (vss 18-24)

9. What were the words that the hand of God wrote on the wall above the golden candlestick?

10. What does each word mean?

a.                                

b.                                

c.                                 

d.                                

11. How does the reward that the king gave to Daniel show the king’s great foolishness?

12. How was the city of Babylon captured by Darius the Mede in that same night?

13. Is Daniel slain along with the king?  What is the positive truth of the Gospel that is implied by the
destruction of Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans but the continuation of Daniel into the empire of
Darius the Mede?
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Daniel 6–  Stopping the Mouths of Lions

Daniel 6:1-9, The Evil Plot against Daniel
1. How old was Darius when he destroyed Babylon?

2. How did Darius organize the rulers of his new empire?
a. What is meant by “damage”? (vs 3)
b. How would the structure of the kingdom of Darius prevent the loss of “damage”?

3. What is meant when the Scriptures describe Daniel as having “an excellent spirit”?

4. Of what former Old Testament person does Daniel remind you when he is set over the whole realm?

5. How was Daniel a good steward of his talents?

6. What motivates the wicked men to plot against Daniel?

7. What wicked strategy did the wicked men use to get Darius to sign the law that would trap Daniel?

8. What was the famous characteristic about the laws of the Medes and the Persians?

9. What was the proclamation that Darius foolishly signed?

Daniel 6:10-19, The Accusation and Condemnation of Daniel
10. How does Daniel behave after he is informed of the new law?

11. What false witness do the wicked rulers give about Daniel? (vs 13)

12. Was there any possibility for the king to deliver Daniel?

13. What does the king say to Daniel before he is thrown to the lions?  Is the king a believer?

Daniel 6:20-24, The Deliverance of Daniel
14. Is the king’s question a question of faith? (vs 20)

15.  How does Daniel show that what the wicked rulers said about him in vs 13 was utterly false?

16. How did Daniel overcome the lions? (vs 22)

17. What was the penalty for the wicked rulers who plotted to have righteous Daniel destroyed?

Daniel 6:25-28, The Decree of Darius
18. How does the king respond?

19. How does the king’s response help the people of God in captivity and the coming of Christ?
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Daniel 7– The Visions of the Four Beasts and the Ancient of Days

Daniel 7:1-14, The vision of the Four Beasts and the Ancient of Days
1. How did Daniel write down accurately what his dream was?

2. When verse 1 says “dream and visions of his head” did these have their origin with Daniel?

3. Where else in the Bible is the phrase “four winds” used?  What is their significance?

4. What does the “great sea” (vs 2) refer to?  (cf. Revelation 17:15; 21:1)

5. Although they are different, what do the four beasts have in common? (vs 3)

6. What is the significance that they “came up from the sea”?

7. Describe the four beasts (vss 4-7).

8. Who gives the command of vs 5, “Arise,” to the second beast?  How is that significant?

9. Who do the “four heads” refer to on the third beast?

10. What significance is the truth that “dominion was given to the third beast”? (vs 6)

11. What is the purpose of the pause in the vision between verse 6 and 7?

12. To what do the “ten horns” of the fourth beast refer? (vs 9) Of what is a “horn” a symbol?

13. Describe the “little horn” and what it did among the ten horns. (Vs 8)

14. What other beast mentioned elsewhere in the Bible would speak “great things”?

15. According to II Thessalonians 2 what might those “great things” spoken be?

16. Describe the appearance of the Ancient of Days, the throne, and the activity around it.

17. Verse 9 speaks of thrones of judgment being placed (vs 9, not “cast down”). Isn’t there one Judge?

18. What does the “white garment and white hair” signify?  Is there a similar reference in the N.T.?

19. What other passages of the Bible support the idea that fire is also a judgment of God?

20. Where else does the Bible mention the opening of the books? (vs 10) What do the books signify?

21. When did the fourth horn speak: before or during the judgment scene?

22. Do the other three beast exist when the fourth beast speaks?

23. What spectacular event is mentioned in verse 13?

24. How does verse 12-13 prove that the Son of Man is also God?

25. What characteristics does the Kingdom of the Son of Man have?

26. In light of verse 14, is it the calling of the church to bring the world under Christ’s kingship?

27. What words describe the permanence of the Son of Man’s kingdom? What comfort is in this truth?
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Daniel 7:15-28,  The Interpretation of the Vision
28. What affected did the vision have on Daniel?  Why? (vs 15)

29. Who is the “attendant”? (vs 16)

30. What was the attendant’s answer in verses 17-18?
a. What do the beasts symbolize?

b. To whom do the kings refer in ancient history? 

c. Does this vision have any connection with Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream?

d. What are the “saints”?

e. What does it mean that the saints shall possess the kingdom?

31. According to verse 20, what does Daniel add to the description of the fourth beast?

32. According to verse 21, to what does the “war with the saints” refer?

33.  The interpretation of the fourth beast is given in verses 23-27.
a. What will the fourth beast conquer?

b. What is the meaning of “10" in verse 24?

c. What does the little horn do after destroying 3 kings?

d. To whom does the little horn refer?  (Revelation 13; II Thessalonians 2)

34. What ancient king tried to change the laws and times of the Jews in the 400 years before Christ’s
birth?

35. What significance does “time and a times and the dividing of time” have with respect to God Who
governs time and all things?

36. How does “half a time” fit with Matthew 24:22?

37. Is the Kingdom of the Son of Man universal?

38. Why did Daniel keep this matter in his heart? Why not speak about it?
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Daniel 8– The Vision of a Great Kingdom to Arise 

Daniel 8:1-14, The Vision of the He-Goat and the Ram
1. In the original language of Daniel, the written language switches from Chaldean to Hebrew in this

chapter.  What may be the reason for this change to the Hebrew language?

2. When did Daniel receive this particular vision?

3. What significance did “Shushan” have in later years?

4. What significant detail does verse 3 reveal about the two horns on the ram?

5. Is the ram successful? (vs 4)

6. Who are the “beasts” of verse 4?

7. What are the main characteristics of the he-goat? (vs 5)

8. What happens to the he-goat in verses 8-10?

Daniel 8:15-27, The Interpretation of the Vision
9.  Who is sent to tell Daniel the interpretation?  Who is the man that sent the angel?

10. We read in verse 19: “At the time appointed the end shall be.”  Who appoints that and when?

11.  What kind of end will it be? (vs 19)

12. Whom does the ram symbolize? Whom does the he-goat symbolize?

13. What does it mean that the “first horn is broken” in vs 22?

14. Are the 4 kings that take the place of the first just as powerful as the first?

15. Who is the king of “fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences” and what does it mean?

16. What does this king do? (vss 24-25)

17. Who are the “holy people”?

18. What are the similarities between this king and the coming anti-christ?

19. Who is the “Prince of Princes”?

20. What is the comfort of the saints? (vs 25)

21. How shall the anti-christ be destroyed?  (Vs 25)
 
22. What is meant by the command to Daniel: “shut... up the vision”?

23. What was the affect of this vision upon Daniel afterwards?  Why?

24. Why did none other in the palace understand the vision about the kingdom of God?
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Daniel 9– Daniel’s Prayer for Forgiveness and Gabriel’s Message

Daniel 9:1-19
1. When do the events of chapter 9 take place in the lifetime of Daniel? 

2. What prophecy was Daniel reading which motivated him unto his prayer for Israel?

3. What did Daniel understand about that prophecy of the 70 years?

4. How did he prepare for this important prayer?  How is that an example for our prayers?

5. Why must we pray? (Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 45)

6. How does Daniel describe many times in his prayer the sin of the people of God?

7. How does Daniel describe the judgments that they have received because of their sin?  Does he ever
say those judgments were not fair?

8. On what basis does he ask for forgiveness and pardon? (vs 4, 9, 16-19)

9. To what passage earlier in the O.T. does Daniel actually appeal? (I Kings 8:46-53)

Daniel 9:20-27
10.  Does the Lord answer our prayers? All of them?

11. When was the answer to Daniel’s prayer sent?  What does that tell us about God and the reason we
ought to pray to Him?

12. Who brings the answer to Daniel?  How is this significant especially in the light of his work in Luke 1?

13. Why did God give Daniel the blessing of this beautiful answer by means of Gabriel ? (vs 23)

14. What does the number “70" symbolize?  

15. What period of history does the “70 weeks” sumbolize?  Is the 70 weeks future or historically
completed?

16. What happens in the first week? (vs 25)

17. What takes place in the 69 weeks?  Who is the Messiah Prince?

18. What will happen in the 70th week, the one week? (vs 27) Who confirms the covenant?

19. What future events in the life of Christ would belong to the rest of the 70th week after His death?

20. For whom is the covenant confirmed by the Messiah Prince in His first advent?
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Daniel 10– The Vision of a Certain Glorious Man

Daniel 10:1-9
1. What time of the year in the empire did Daniel receive this vision?

2. Why did Daniel not return to Jerusalem to assist in the reconstruction of the temple? 

3. Why was he mourning at that time? 

4. How is the angel described?  Is there any similarities between him and the description in Revelation
1:12-16?  

5. What affect did the great vision have on Daniel?

Daniel 10:10-21
6. When was the angel sent to Daniel?  Why did he take 3 weeks (21 days) to get to Daniel which is the

length of time that Daniel fasted and mourned?

7. Does God hear all of our prayers?  (vs 12)

8. Who is the prince of the kingdom of Persia?  (Vs 13) Who is the prince of Greece? (vs 20) Does Manila,
or other great cities of the world, have a prince, too?

9. Who is Michael?

10. What affect did this amazing revelation about the events in the angelic world have upon Daniel?

11. Based on what we read in vs 19, and the ability of the angel to strengthen Daniel, is it possible that
this angel is actually the Angel of the LORD? (vs 20)

12. How does the angel describe the Scriptures? (vs 21)

13. What comfort is there for Daniel and the church in the fact that Michael is called “your prince”?
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Daniel 11– The Prophecy of the Fall of the Empires of Persia and Greece

Daniel 11:1-4, The Kings of Persia and the Divisions of Alexander’s Kingdom
1. When did Daniel receive the vision of chapter 11?
2. Of what does verses 2-4 prophecy?

3. How does this relate to the image of Nebuchadnezzar’s earlier dreams?

Daniel 11:5-29, The War over Palestine
4. Who is the king of the south?
5. What does the king of the south do to the king of the north? (vs 6)

6. Does this alliance work? (vs 6)

7. How does the king of the south succeed in another way? (vss 7-9)

8. Explain what is happening in verse 11.

9. What is the reaction of the king of the south in verse 12?

10. What is the spiritual significance of that reaction in connection with what that king pictures?

11. Does the king of the south win in the next war with the king of the north? (vss 13-16)

12. To what does the “glorious land” refer? (vs 16)

13. What is the meaning of what happens to the king of the north: “shall stumble and fall and not be
found”?

14. How are the next two kings described? (vss 20ff)

15. Who is the prince of the covenant? (vs 22)

16. What is the significance of the way in which the king of the north operates? Is there any similarity
between that characteristic and II Thessalonians 2:9-10?

17. What is the spiritual condition of the king of the north with respect to God? (vs 28)

18. What truth from the statement “at the time appointed” do we learn about all history?  How is that a
comfort to us today?

Daniel 11:30-45, The Prophecy of Antiochus Epiphanes
19. What horrible deed does the king of the north perform in Jerusalem? (vs 30) How will that be fulfilled

again in the last days?

20. Did all the people believe the king’s flatteries? (vs 32)

21. How severe is the persecution according to verses 33-34?  Will this happen again in the last days?

22. What does verse 35 mean?  Who are those that “understanding shall fall” and those who are made
“white”?

23. How is the reign of the king of the north described? (vs 40)

24. What is the meaning of verse 45?

25. What is the comfort for the church according to verse 45b?
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Daniel 12– The Prophecy of Trouble and Hope for the Church in the Latter Days

Daniel 12:1-4
1. Who is Michael? (vs 1)

2. What is “the book”? (vs 1)

3. How is “trouble” described?  Where and how did Jesus describe trouble for the church in the last days
in similar language?

4. To what does verse 2a refer?  In what places is this mentioned in the New Testament?

5. How is the eternal reward of the righteous described?

Daniel 12:5-13
6.  What is the stream mentioned here?  

7. What is the interpretation of the symbolism of the angel “clothed in linen” (vs 6) and “upon the waters
of the river”?

8. What is the idea of the angel who raises both hands as he says the oath (vs 7), instead of the usual
right hand being lifted up?

9. Who is that one who shall “scatter the power of the holy people” which the angel mentions in his oath?

10. What is the proper interpretation of “times, times, and a half of time”?

11. What does the word “scatter” literally mean? (vs 7)

12. Why did Daniel ask the question of verse 8?

13. What answer did Daniel receive for his question (vs 9)?

14. Who will understand the words of this prophecy and what benefit will that understanding have for
them in the last days of trial and persecution?

15. What is the symbolical significance of the number 1,290 days? (vs 11)

16. What is the promise for those who endure suffering? (vs 12)

17. For Daniel, what does “thou shalt rest” mean?  

18. What does it mean that Daniel will stand “in thy lot at the end of the days”?  What is the significance of
this statement for us?


