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Q.27. What dost thou mean by the providence of God? 
A. The almighty and everywhere present power of God; whereby, as it were by his hand, he 

upholds and governs heaven, earth, and all creatures; so that herbs and grass, rain and 
drought, fruitful and barren years, meat and drink, health and sickness, riches and 
poverty, yea, and all things come not by chance, but by his fatherly hand. 

 
Q.28. What advantage is it to us to know that God has created, and by his providence doth 

still uphold all things? 
A. That we may be patient in adversity, thankful in prosperity; and that in all things, which 

may hereafter befall us, we place our firm trust in our faithful God and Father, that 
nothing shall separate us from his love; since all creatures are so in his hand, that 
without his will they cannot so much as move. 

 
Also this Lord's Day is still an answer to that fundamental question: what is your confession 

concerning your God? Who is your God?  
In answer to this most fundamental question, the Christian, who is speaking in the catechism, 

confesses that our God is the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that for Christ's sake He is our 
God and Father. In the second place the Christian confesses that his God is the author of His own 
counsel by which He upholds and governs all things. And in the third place, the Christian confesses that 
his God is He who called the things that were not as though they were. He created all things.  

Now to this we must add one more confession; and that is, that the same God who is my Father in 
Christ Jesus is also the sole power that upholds and governs all things. That is the Christian's confession 
in this tenth Lord's Day.  

The term providence does really express adequately what is comprehended, what the Christian 
expresses to be His faith, in the tenth Lord's Day. The word providence is not a biblical word. It does not 
appear in Scripture, at least not in the sense in which we speak of providence, and with application to 
God. It is a totally secular word. The word providence means first, to see what is ahead, and then to 
supply, to make provision for, that which we see ahead. That is the meaning of the word. And in that 
sense it lives in the hearts of many. We see winter coming, and we provide; we store up things for the 
winter, we see ahead. So you see that we cannot use this word providence, as far as the meaning of the 
word is concerned, as applying to God. God does not see things coming. He causes them to come. And 
as God never just sees things coming, so He never stores things up; He supplies things. He does not lay 
up a store of supplies, He supplies everything from moment to moment. And in that sense the word 
providence is wrong.  

Scripture expresses the idea which we express with the word providence with the figure of a hand. 
This figure as used in Scripture states that He holds the valleys in His hands, that the hearts of kings are 
in the hands of the Lord; etc.; Scripture presents all things as in the hands of the Lord. And with this 
figure, it expresses not only power, but the power by which He takes hold of all things. In the figure of 
God's hands is expressed the upholding power of God, and at the same time, while taking hold of things 
and upholding them He guides them. And it is exactly that upholding and guiding power of God, 
expressed in the figure of the hands of the Lord, which we mean to express in the word providence.  

Therefore we would speak to you on the subject: Our faith in God's hands. I believe in God the 
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Father, who is maker of all things, and who, as it were by His hands upholds and guides all things. And 
we will consider in the first place, that this faith in the hands of God is the source of a calm confidence. 
In the second place, that it is the source of a hopeful assurance. And finally, that it is a source of a 
profound sense of our calling.  

 

Theme: Our Faith in God's Hands 

 I.  The Source of Calm Confidence   

 II. The Source of a Hopeful Assurance  

 III. The Source of a Deep Sense of our Calling 

 

I. The Source of Calm Confidence 

When we speak of God's hands, we mean in the first place, that God is omnipresent. God's being is 
omnipresent. He is not far from any of us, as the bible expresses it, but in Him we live, move, and have 
our being. And when we use these big terms ― which we use to cover up our ignorance ― to speak of 
God's omnipresence, we do not mean that God fills up all space. Neither do we mean that God's being is 
distributed throughout the universe, and even beyond it. That is a common conception of God's 
omnipresence. Just as my one hand is over here, and my other hand is over there, so we often conceive 
of God's omnipresence, as if part of God was here, and part of Him somewhere else.  

I used to conceive of God as a great big God, whose being is distributed throughout the universe. 
But that is not God's omnipresence. God is infinite, which means that God's whole being is everywhere. 
God's omnipresence does not mean that part of God is here, and part of Him over there. God's whole 
being is everywhere. God is in this church, not just part of Him. He is everywhere with His whole being. 
The whole being of God is everywhere and in all things. That is God's omnipresence. God is in all things. 

God's infinite essence underlies all things; an operation of His infinite essence is in all things and is 
the only reason for their existence. God not only creates things, He continues their existence. That 
operation of God's being in all things is called God's hand.  

There is only one independent, self-existing being, and that is God. All the rest is dependent on that 
God. God is; the creature exists. The being of God is the foundation, the upholding power, of the whole 
universe ― in distinction from all Deism, Pelagianism, and Arminianism.  

Suppose that God would for a moment withdraw Himself from anything, what would happen? 
Annihilation.  

There are people that say that God made the world, as a watchmaker makes a watch. After making 
the world God withdrew Himself, and now lets the world run its course. But that is impossible. When I 
make something, I can run away from it after it is finished, because I did not create it. When I make 
something, I make it from something else. When I build a house, I use the wood of a tree. And after 
having built the house, I can run away from it, and that house will stay there on the lot on which I built it 
― because God upholds that lot and all the material from which it is built. But when God created the 
universe, where could He have put it? There was nothing upon which it could rest. There was only one 
thing upon which that universe could rest, and that was God's hand. That is not just a figure, it is reality.  

So the Christian distinguishes himself also from all Deism. Deism presents it as though a builder 
builds a ship, and then sends that ship adrift while he stays behind. The world just drifts along. It is a 
ship without a captain, controlled only by the laws of nature, that is, by its own laws. Its own laws are its 
god.  

The Christian also distinguishes himself from Pantheism. Pantheism identifies God with the 
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universe. According to its view, the builder and the ship are one, the maker and the things that are 
made are the same. The creator and creation is one. This view comes down to this: there is no God, the 
creature is its own god.  

Over against these views the Christian confesses that God is, on the one hand, highly exalted above 
His creation, but on the other hand, He is present with omnipresent power in all things, and upholds 
them.  

In the second place, God not only upholds the universe, He controls and guides every movements 
of that universe. He moves it. The world is not a dead thing. Everything moves, even the things which 
seem to us as if they did not move. There is the movement of a drop of water, of a grain of sand. Then 
there are what we may call fixed movements, movements which occur regularly, like the rising of the 
sun, of the moon, and the stars. There are movements which we call arbitrary movements, like the 
movement of the clouds, which seems to be arbitrary, not fixed at all. There is the movement of the 
plant, and of the roaring lion, and of the small invisible germ which we breathe into our system. There is 
the movement of the creature, which God has supplied with a mind and will, the movement of man and 
angel. Then there is the movement of our body, the movement of the blood circulating through our 
veins, the movement of our heart and mind. We are moving creatures. God's hand means that all the 
movements of and in the universe are caused by God's controlling power. God moves. He moves the 
planets in their orbits; that is why the sun rises. He moves the clouds when and wherever He will. All 
movements are nothing but a revelation of the moving hand of God. That is God's hand.  

Now we say, I believe in God's hands. I believe in God the Father, the Maker, Sustainer, and 
Controller of the universe. That is true. But in our actual life, does not that faith reveal itself as a very 
small principle? Are we not removed from God's hands, as to our actual faith? We say we believe in 
God's hands, and all things move only by His guiding and controlling power; but how far are we not from 
that faith. We say we believe IN that God, we rely on Him completely and at all times; He is our Father, 
and nothing ever happens without it being sent by Him. But I fear that ninety percent of the time we do 
not even see that hand of God.  

There are things that stand between us and the hand of God; and we look at the things we do 
without seeing the hand of God. And oh, we believe that God clothes the lilies, and feeds the sparrows, 
for there is nothing between God and the lily; but that He will clothe and feed me is different. Between 
me and a coat there are stores, and corporations, and men, and money, and what not. And we see the 
things, and not the hand of God.  

In reality, however, there is nothing between us and God's hand. All is in the hand of God. Or we 
make a distinction, and call good things providence, and look upon them as coming to us by the hand of 
God. And the bad things we look at as coming from another source. But there is no such distinction. 
Health, but also sickness, is God's hands. If one has tuberculosis, it is God's hand that guides and 
controls the movements of the tuberculosis germs. There is no distinction. When we meet a friend, we 
say it was providence. But the enemy we meet, and all the evil he may do, is God's providence too. 
There is no distinction. I believe in God who made all things, upholds them so that all the movements of 
the world are the movements of His hands. What a calm confidence it gives when we know when we 
know that all things come to me out of the hands of my Father. 

II. The Source of a Hopeful Assurance  

And not only that, there is not simply a circular movement of the universe by which all things turn 
back to their old source, there is also a movement of all things forward. When you are on a boat, 
everything on that boat is moving. And it seems that all the movements have but one purpose, namely 
to sustain the life on the boat. It seems that the movements on the boat have a purpose in themselves. 
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But there is also a movement of the boat. There is a forward movement of the boat towards a set 
destination, a movement to bring it safely to the harbor.  

So it is with creation. There is the circular movement. The sun rises, only to go down again and to 
go back to the place where it started. The streams run down the mountainside into the sea, only to be 
carried back by the sun to the top of the mountains from whence they came. One generation passes 
away, and another generation comes, only to be replaced again by the following generation, one 
continual, tiresome gain by moving in a circle, so that the soul of the Preacher, watching circular 
movement of things, becomes wearied of it. Things are continually moving in a circle, and they do not 
seem to get ahead, they do not seem to move forward. There is no evolution.  

But while there is this circular movement, there is also a forward movement. That is history. History 
is the forward movement of the universe from the first creation to the second creation. God had a 
purpose with the world. That purpose was to glorify Himself in His Son, and to establish the heavenly 
kingdom of glory. But when God created the world, He did not create the heavenly kingdom. That first 
creation was good, but was not final. When God made an end of creating, things were finished, but not 
as far as the development of their history, and the destination God had set for them, was concerned. 
The first creation was earthly, not heavenly; and that earthly kingdom is history. And so, when we speak 
of God's hands and of what we theologically call providence, we not only mean that God is busy on the 
boat, but that He is the one who moves it forward. He is the only one that controls the boat in its 
historic course from creation to its recreation. He is the Controller, the Guide, the Governor, the One 
Who leads all to there final destination.  

The boat is in every moment of its historic course at the exact degree of latitude and longitude God 
has determined it should be at any moment. It is never out of course. What a calm assurance; He who 
controls all things is my heavenly Father. Things seem to be dark at times. But there is no fear. I believe 
in God's hand, and all must work together for that final good. 

III. The source of a deep sense of our calling 

And finally, that faith is the source of a profound sense of our calling.  

I say this, because fools say that if you leave the control of all things to God, there is no ambition, 
no call for action left. If God does it all, if God cares for me, and if He sends me all things, and if 
everything is in His controlling and guiding hand, what is the use of praying, if we know that God does 
everything?  

What shall we answer? Shall we change God's providence a little? Shall we find a place for little 
man? God forbid. The truth is as we have presented it. And there is no place for man in it. God is God, 
and He is God alone. But we will answer this. A religion that proceeds from the question: what's the 
use? is a godless religion.  

God is God. Therefore this is the truth. All things are of Him, and of Him alone, and of Him every 
second. And all things are through Him, and through Him alone. And then all things are also to Him. Far 
from making us careless, we come to the conclusion; that if all things are of Him, and through Him, then 
all things must be to Him. He made me, upholds me and guides me, in order that I should be to the 
praise of His glory.  


