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Lords Day 11 

Jesus 

Rev. Herman Hoeksema 

Q.29. Why is the Son of God called Jesus, that is a Savior? 
A. Because he saveth us, and delivereth us from our sins; and likewise, because we ought 

not to seek, neither can find salvation in any other. 
 
Q. 30. Do such then believe in Jesus the only Savior, who seek their salvation and welfare of 

saints, of themselves, or anywhere else? 
A. They do not; for though they boast of him in words, yet in deeds they deny Jesus the only 

deliverer and Savior; for one of these two things must be true, that either Jesus is not a 
complete Savior; or that they, who by a true faith receive this Savior, must find all things 
in him necessary to their salvation. 

 
 

In the Apostolic confession of faith we profess: “I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth. And then: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord.” I believe IN God 
the Father; and, I believe IN Jesus Christ, just as is expressed in Scripture, in the first verse of the 
fourteenth chapter of the gospel of John, where Jesus says, Ye believe in God, believe also in Me.  

These are not two kinds of faith, a faith in God, and a faith in Christ; neither can we say that the one 
only saving faith has two objects, namely, God and Christ, but these two are one. They are essentially 
one, but they are also one in our experience.  

To say, I believe in God and in Christ is the same as to say, I believe in God through Christ. And the 
reason is, that Christ is the highest revelation of the God of our salvation. Faith outside of Christ is no 
saving faith. To know God, He must reveal Himself unto us. God is incomprehensible, and we cannot 
know Him unless He reveals Himself unto us. To believe in Him, we must know Him; for we can have no 
other object for our faith than the God we know, and to believe in Him, God must reveal Himself as the 
God of grace and salvation. That revelation of God is Christ. He is the revelation of God to us. He is the 
fullness of the God of our salvation revealed; and therefore, to believe in God the Father as our Father, 
we must believe in Him as revealed in Christ. And therefore we confess that we believe in God, through 
Christ.   

It is that truth that God is the God of our salvation; that is summarized in the name Jesus.  

 

Theme: Jesus 

I. The Savior 

II. The Savior of His People 

III. The Complete Savior 

I. The Savior 

The name Jesus is a brief expression of the fact that God is the God of our salvation.  

Of that name there were types in the old dispensation bearing the same name, as for example, 
Joshua the son of Nun, and Joshua the High Priest. Now the name Jesus, given by the injunction of the 
angel, thou shalt call His name Jesus, because He shall save His people from their sins, means literally: 
Jehovah-salvation. The name Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Joshua, meaning savior. 
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Joshua's name formerly was Oshea, meaning “salvation”; but when he took the place of Moses this was 
changed to Jehoshua, meaning “Jehovah-Saviour.”  

The name Jehovah expresses God's covenant relation to His people; and, when Jehovah is 
connected with Oshea, it means that Jehovah, the unchangeable covenant God, is salvation. Now Joshua 
is a contraction of the name Jehoshua: and the Greek form of the name Joshua is Jesus. The name Jesus, 
therefore, implies that God saves His people.  

There is election in the very name Jesus. There is the very idea of "God's own" in that name. So also, 
the angel interprets it. The angel says, Ye shall call Him Jesus because He shall save His people. There is a 
definite purpose, a definite people, and a definite certainty in the name Jesus, so that the name Jesus 
expresses that the eternal, unchangeable covenant God is the God of our salvation. We may say, 
therefore, that in the name Jesus the covenant God stands before us as the God of our salvation.  

Now remember that Jesus is His name. He is Jesus. That is why He could not have another name. His 
name is Jesus. He is Jesus. He is Jesus in His natures, and in all His work. You cannot explain Christ, but 
from the point of view that He is Jesus. If you try to explain Jesus from any other point of view, He does 
not fit in.  

Some have tried to explain Him from the point of view of His being the good master, and the good 
example; but He did not fit that. There is only one view point from which you can explain Christ; and 
that is the view point of His being Jesus. That means, as the catechism testifies, He is all that is necessary 
for the salvation of His people. The catechism says that He is a complete Savior, and He is an only Savior.  

To save is, negatively, to deliver from all evil. And because the essence, the root of all evil is sin, and 
because sin is itself a great evil, salvation has to do principally with sin. To say I would like to be saved, is 
to say I would like to be rid of sin. The principle question with which we are concerned is not, would you 
like to go to heaven instead of hell; all men would rather go to heaven than hell. But the principle 
question is, would you like to be rid of your sins.  

Now all that is necessary to lift His people out of the depth of sin and death, and to bring them into 
the eternal tabernacle of God is in Jesus. Jesus is not a possible savior. He did not simply come to tell us 
that God is willing to save us. He is not just one that is willing to save. He is not one that throws out a life 
line. He is Jesus. He is one who actually saves. He would not be Jesus if He did not actually save. That is 
why the angel says, "Thou shalt call His name Jesus, because He shall save His people from their sins." 
He is Jesus.  

Now if we meditate upon the full contents of the name Jesus, and His being Savior, we must say 
three things. In the first place, He is Jesus for us. In the second place, He is Jesus within us. And in the 
third place, He is Jesus through us. And it is always Jesus.  

He is Jesus for His people. By that I mean that He is all that is necessary and has accomplished all 
that was necessary in order to merit and prepare salvation for His people. He merits and prepares 
salvation outside of them. Salvation must be merited. We have no right to salvation. We have 
transgressed God's law in word, thought, and deed. We have sinned.  

Sin, in the first place, is guilt, that is, liability to wrath. And because of guilt, both original and actual, 
we cannot enter into God's fellowship. We have no right to salvation. And when we speak of Christ's 
work for His people, we refer to the fact that Christ laid the legal, judicial basis upon which God can 
enter into fellowship with His people, and upon which they can enter into His tabernacle. He secured for 
them righteousness and justification. He secured it in His incarnation, death and resurrection. He is Jesus 
in the incarnation. He assumed our flesh and blood to be Jesus. He is Jesus in the cross. For the shedding 
of His blood is the payment of God's justice, and the price of redemption; and the resurrection is the 
testimony that God's justice is satisfied, so that Christ is Jesus because He merits salvation for His 
people.  
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And as He merits it, so He prepares it for them. He prepares it in His ascension, in His exaltation to 
the right hand of God and in preparing a place of us in the objective sense. Salvation is ready for us in 
the objective sense.  

Now then, I believe in Jesus. What does that mean? What does it mean to believe that Jesus is Jesus 
for us? To believe Jesus, is not the same as to believe in Jesus, although they are inseparably connected. 
To believe in Jesus, I must believe in His word; but believing the word of Jesus is not yet saving faith. 
Therefore, Scripture speaks not only of believing the word of Jesus, but of believing in Jesus, that is, to 
believe into Him.  

To believe into Jesus means to become rooted in Him, to become connected with Him, to become 
one with Him. To believe in Him as Jesus for us, means to be one with Him in the judicial sense. By faith I 
know that Christ is the head of His people, and that I am one with His people. For that reason, faith in 
Jesus is justifying faith. I believe in Jesus, that is, I believe that what Jesus has done for His people, He 
has done for me, because I belong to His people. That is why faith in Jesus is the power by which the 
burden of my sin is rolled away, so that, although my conscience accuse me, I know that I am righteous 
before God and have a right to salvation. Saving faith is justifying faith. 

II. The Savior of His People 

But that is not all, and it could not be all.  

Many present it as if that were all, but if that were all, He would not be Jesus, He would be no 
Savior. Yet that is the way it is presented. Jesus merited salvation for all, and that is why he is Jesus. And 
so now He has it proclaimed to all, and must be accepted by them. That is the gospel of today. But that 
is no gospel. It is preached in word and song, and the Jesus that merited salvation for all, and is now 
offered to all, is looked upon as the Savior. But the result is that salvation has become the cheapest 
thing on the market. Salvation is put on the public market, and is huckstered out to all that will accept it. 
The word of the angel "thou shalt call His name Jesus, because He shall save His people from their sins," 
they corrupt into meaning, “thou shalt call His name Jesus because He is willing to save everyone.” And 
then you have indeed a broad gospel, but because of this very broadness, salvation, not flowing from 
the fountain of the living Savior, has become a stinking pool of corruption. That is not the gospel. A Jesus 
that merely offers salvation to us is no Savior.  

The reason for this is that there are no sinking sailors, but all are sailors that have sunk. They are 
drowned sailors. They have sunk to the bottom. You can throw out as many life-lines as you want to, but 
you will never succeed in bringing one sinner to life.  

If Jesus is to be Jesus, He must be Jesus in us. That is, He must not be able to throw out a life-line, 
but He must quicken the dead sailor. He must change that dead sailor into a living sailor. That is Jesus. 
He is Jesus not only because He merits salvation for His people, but also because, by His work He 
merited the right to give salvation unto them. By His work Christ merited the right to bestow salvation 
on His people. He did not merely merit it, wrap it up in a package, bring it to our door and say “Please 
accept this now.” He is not an offerer. He is not a huckster. He is not one whom we can accept or reject. 
He is Jesus; He has merited the right to bestow salvation on His people. And because He merited the 
right to bestow salvation on His people, God filled Him with all things necessary for our salvation, when 
He raised Jesus into heaven, when He exalted to His right hand, gave Him all power in heaven and on 
earth and gave Him the Spirit of redemption. He made Him Jesus, gave Him power to bestow salvation 
on His people. And now, because He can and does bestow salvation on His people, He is Jesus. He 
implants salvation in the hearts of His people. He saves.  

Salvation is not a matter of chance. It is not a fifty-fifty proposition. It is not a matter of the free will 
of man. It is not a matter of our free will to determine for whom Jesus should shed His life-blood. No, His 
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name is Jesus, and Jesus means that He saves His people. He merits salvation. And having merited it, He 
carries it into our hearts and saves us.  

I believe in Him. What does that mean? What does it mean when I say, I believe in that living 
powerful Savior?  

It means, in the first place, that I do not make of Jesus a half-savior. Do they believe in Jesus who 
make a half-savior of Him? That is the intent of the last question of this Lord's Day. This question is 
asked with a view to the Roman Catholic Church; the Roman Catholic Church made of Jesus a half-
savior. But, although it is meant for the Catholic Church, the Armenian does the same thing. 
Arminianism cuts a larger part from the name of Jesus. Jesus is a complete Savior, an only Jesus; and 
because that is so, we do not do anything. We must believe and to believe is to say that Jesus is savior.  

In the second place, to believe in Jesus means that we put all our trust in Him. It means that 
believing on Him, we by faith draw from Him all the blessings of salvation that are in Him, and therefore, 
He is Jesus within us.  

III The Complete Savior 

But even that is not all. Also here we find many that will go this far and then stop. They say, Jesus 
certainly is a complete Savior. He is Jesus for us and in us, but then our work begins. Jesus justifies us, 
and He renews us, but then our work begins, we must do works for Him. That sounds good, but it is not 
true, and it is not Scripture. Jesus continues to dwell in His people and becomes the mind of their mind, 
the will of their will, as Paul expressed it, "I live, yet not I, it is Christ that liveth in me." Or as Christ 
expresses it, "I am the vine, they are the branches." Christ bears fruit in His people. He is Jesus because 
He merits salvation for them. He is Jesus because He merits the right to bestow, and to apply salvation 
unto our hearts, and He is Jesus because He dwells in us.  

I believe in Jesus. What does it mean? It means that saving faith cannot remain fruitless. If any man 
walks in sin and says, I believe in Christ, he is a liar. It is impossible for one whose mind has become 
Christ's mind, and whose will has become Christ's will, not to bring forth fruit.  

If any one says, I believe in Jesus and does not bring forth fruit, he is a liar. Jesus is a complete 
savior. Fruit bearing is inevitable. Saving faith is a fruit bearing faith. It is fruit bearing in that it has 
aversion to all that is of sin and darkness. It has aversion to all that is of darkness because the will of 
Christ controls our will, because the mind of Christ controls our mind.  

It is fruit bearing in the second place because it seeks after righteousness. Saving faith seeks to be 
pleasing to God.  

Fruit bearing, in the third place, because it leaves nothing for man to glory in, is all of Jesus, so that 
the glory is not in the branches but in the vine. It is fruit bearing that leaves us small because it is the 
fruit of the work of Christ in me, and which I am privileged to bear.  

And finally, a fruit bearing which nevertheless bears, has reward. What shall we do with Jesus? 
Nothing! Don't throw Him on the public market. I don't do anything with Christ. He does everything with 
me, and I say, I believe in Him, and am saved by grace, through faith, and that not of us, it is the gift of 
God. 

 


