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Lords Day 12 

 Faith in Christ  

Rev. Herman Hoeksema 

Q.31. Why is he called Christ, that is anointed? 

A. Because he is ordained of God the Father, and anointed with the Holy Ghost, to be our chief 
Prophet and Teacher, who has fully revealed to us the secret counsel and will of God concerning our 
redemption; and to be our only High Priest, who by the one sacrifice of his body, has ordained us, and 
makes continual intercession with the Father for us; and also to be our eternal King, who governs us by 
his word and Spirit, and who defends and preserves us in (the enjoyment of) that salvation, he has 
purchased for us. 

Q. 32. But why art thou called a Christian? 

A. Because I am a member of Christ by faith, and thus am partaker of his anointing; that so I may 
confess his name, and present myself a living sacrifice of thankfulness to him: and also that with a free 
and good conscience may fight against sin and Satan in this life; and afterwards reign with him eternally, 
over all creatures. 

 

Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, so we saw, is more than simply believing that Jesus is the Christ. 
When we confess, "I believe in Christ" we do indeed say that we believe that Jesus is the Christ, and 
according to the Apostle John, no one can confess this unless he is born of God.  

But to believe in Christ implies more than this. It implies that we become one with Him, that we 
become rooted in Him, that we become one plant with Him, that we live one life with Him. And so, 
treating the catechism from a practical point of view, we found that faith in Jesus is a justifying faith, a 
renewing faith, and a fruit bearing faith. He is Jesus for us, He is Jesus in us, and He is Jesus through us. 
As Jesus for us, He is a justifying Jesus and justifies us. As Jesus in us, He is a renewing Jesus and dwells 
in us. And as Jesus through us, He is a fruit bearing Jesus, and bears fruit in us.  

Now the same is true of Christ. I believe in Christ, that He is the anointed. And to believe in Christ 
implies that I believe in a Christ for me, but also, I believe that I partake of His anointing. That is the 
practical significance.  

The practical intent of this Lord's Day we find in the last question. Why art thou called a Christian? 
Not, why are you a Christian? but, why are you called a Christian? So that others, your friends, your 
kinsmen, your neighbors, your fellow workmen, say of you that you are a Christian. You are called a 
Christian. That is presupposed.  

But why do they do so? Why art thou called a Christian? Is it for the same reason that Grand Rapids 
is called a Christian city? Is it for the same reason that our country is called a Christian country? Then it 
means nothing. For Grand Rapids and our country are not and never will be Christian. Is it because you 
are in church today, and tomorrow people will know that you have been here? Is that the reason? Why 
art thou called a Christian? The answer must be, because I profess His name, because I present myself a 
living sacrifice of thankfulness to Him, because I fight against sin and Satan, in this life, and afterwards 
shall reign with Him eternally, over all creatures.  

Theme: Faith in Christ 

I. A Confessing Power  

II. A Sacrificing Power  
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III. A Power of Victorious Dominion 

I. A Confessing Power 

The name Christian comes from Christ, and Christ in distinction from the name Jesus, refers rather 
to the servant of Jehovah. The name Christ speaks of the servant of Jehovah as His was officially 
ordained and qualified to be that servant.  

Christ means anointed. The act of anointing is a symbolical expression, and the symbolism 
consisted in the pouring out of oil over the head of one called to function in a certain office in the 
kingdom of God. As such there were many christs in the old dispensation; there were many that were 
anointed in the old dispensation.  

The oil used in such anointing was prescribed by the Lord and symbolized the Spirit of God; 
therefore, the essence of anointing was that by it God pointed out that the one so anointed had been 
called and therefore qualified to function in that particular office for which He was anointed. It signified 
that the person thus anointed was set aside for a certain office. Even as Israel was set aside from the 
world as the servant of Jehovah to be God's prophet, priest and king, so a group of persons were set 
aside in the midst of Israel to fulfill in a peculiar sense this threefold office, and serve as types which 
pointed forward to the Anointed One. And so in general was that generational line that pointed to the 
Messiah, the Christ.  

Now we may notice that in Scripture the Christ is Jesus. No matter how many christs, how many 
anointed ones there may have been, the Christ is Jesus. He is the fulfillment of all the typical christs that 
went before Him. And He is the Christ in whom all the other christs had their reason of existence.  

Now who is Christ? I can best explain it by saying that God's eternal purpose is to build His eternal 
kingdom of glory, to build His eternal house; and that eternal house is nothing but the comprehension of 
all things in heaven and on earth, under His people, who culminate in the King unto whom they are 
subject. That is God's ultimate plan ― the eternal kingdom of glory. In that kingdom it is God's purpose 
that a man shall be King, and that man is Christ, whose people are kings in Him. Therefore, God 
appointed His Son to be Christ, and anointed Him as King over that eternal house. He is King, but He is 
that as the servant of God, and in relation to His people. The idea of King-servant is the idea of Christ.  

That Christ is in His human nature; and therefore there are three phases to this idea of King-
servant. Even as there are three sides to man's nature, man stands in covenant relation to God. That 
covenant relation is a relation of friendship. Man is God's covenant friend-servant. God created Him as 
His friend-servant. And this he is in a threefold sense, according to the three sides of His nature. He is 
servant with the mouth, and speaks of God and sings His praises. He is servant with the heart and loves 
God and consecrates himself to Him. And as servant with his power he rules in the name of God.  

And so also is it with Christ. He is servant with the mouth; He is servenat as a prophet with the 
heart; and He is servant as a priestwith His power as king. These three cannot be separated; they are 
one.  

Moreover, even as his is a threefold office, the calling of Christ is twofold. In the first place, the 
kingdom must be established through the destruction of the kingdom of darkness, and bringing His 
people into the everlasting kingdom. That is one side. And the other side of the calling is the eternal 
calling. Jesus will eternally be Christ. In other words, when all shall have been accomplished, then 
heaven and earth shall be united in one head, and Christ shall rule over all things. That is the meaning of 
Christ.  

Now let us look at this anointing of Christ from this threefold aspect, and from its practical side.  

In the first place, from the prophetical point of view, Christ is prophet. It is necessary that He should 
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be this, for He must represent us before God. Adam was created to be God's prophet; and in that 
relation he sinned. Adam sinned as prophet, and instead of being the prophet of God, he became the 
prophet of the devil. He did not cease to be prophet. He remains prophet, but he is now a prophet in the 
service of the devil.  

And so it is that, if Jesus is to save us, He must be able to represent us as prophet before God. 
Christ is a prophet. A prophet is not a fortuneteller; he is not essentially one that foretells the future. It 
is not essential to the prophetic office to foretell future things; that belongs to it. A prophet may foretell 
future things, but that is not essential to his being a prophet. He may never foretell future things and 
still be a prophet. A prophet is one who declares the will of God; and that will of God may concern the 
past, present, or future. A prophet is one who speaks in the name and upon authority of someone else. 
He is one called and qualified to speak. He is called to speak of God, and to speak for God, and to speak 
in the name of God. That implies that a prophet must be one that knows God; not theologically, he must 
know Him in love. A prophet is one that loves God in his mind, and because he loves God in his mind, he 
speaks. He speaks of what he has received in his mind, and so he declares God. He sings God's praises. In 
that sense Christ is the prophet in the unique sense of the word. He is that because He is the Son.  

The Scriptures speak of Christ as the Son in Hebrews. He knows God perfectly, and knows all that is 
in the Father. He is filled with the knowledge of the Father. And that Son became man; or in other 
words, He entered into the human nature, and as the Son speaks of the Father, and for the Father, in 
the human nature, so that in Him we have the perfect knowledge of God. Therefore He is the Christ. The 
incarnate Word is the Christ; and those that deny this are not Christians; they are antichristian. That is 
why the Apostle John says that he that denies that Jesus is come in the flesh is an antichrist.  

Moreover, Jesus is Christ all through the history of the world. He was the Christ among many 
christs, among all those anointed ones of the old dispensation. He was Christ when personally on earth. 
He Was Christ in the Apostles. He was Christ while in the world, and now, He is Christ in heaven. In 
heaven Christ, having perfect knowledge of God, speaks continually of and for God, and sings His 
praises.  

And Christ is the perfect prophet; and He is that for us, so that we are perfect prophets of God in 
Him. He realizes it in us. We by nature love the lie; and if we are to sing praises, He must declare God to 
us. We cannot speak of ourselves; but He speaks for us and in us. He makes our mind like His mind. He is 
God’s prophet in His Church.  

Then, if that is so, it is also inevitably that, as the catechism testifies, we confess His name. We must 
speak. We speak in the Church and confess His name. We speak before the world and are His witnesses. 
We must speak. Because we are partakers of His anointing, we must speak. Of what, of man? No, of 
God. That must also be the basis and the heart of all mission work. Christ is prophet in us, and we, 
partaking of His anointing, become His witnesses.  

Now then, are we called Christians? Are we? Must not shame cover our faces? Do we not fall far 
short in speaking of and for God, and in confessing His name before the world as His witnesses? 

II A Sacrificing Power  

But Jesus is also Christ because He is priest, or rather, He is priest because He is Christ.  

And He must be priest in order to save us. Adam was created to be God's priest, only to become a 
priest in the service of the devil. And, therefore, Jesus must now represent us as priest before God.  

Now a priest is not just one that brings bloody sacrifices. That was but a small part of the priestly 
office. The office of the priest is that which serves Jehovah with relation to the heart. Just as the 
qualification of the prophetic office is that which with the mind speaks for God, so the qualification of 
the priestly office is that of loving God ― also in respect to Jesus as the Christ.  
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And He is also the Christ because He is the Son. The Son loves the Father perfectly; and that Son, 
with that love of God, came into our flesh, and with that love of God lived in the human nature. The Son 
loves the Father ― who with relation to Christ is the Triune God. When Christ prays to the Father, He 
prays to the Triune God. The Son loves God, and He loves God's house; and because that house lies in 
sin and death, He sacrificed Himself as the High Priest for His people 

In addition, Christ is priest forever. He is priest after the order of Melchisedec, and He consecrates 
Himself to God forever. And this He is as the High Priest in His people. As High Priest among His 
brethren, He dwells in them.  

By nature, we are priests of the devil. We do not love God. We hate Him, and we hate one another. 
That is our nature. The love of God is not in our heart. But the Son of God, when He entered the 
sanctuary, received the Spirit; and, having received the Spirit, He pours that Spirit into our hearts, 
cutting out that power of enmity. He spreads the love of God abroad in our hearts, causing our hearts to 
go out to God in love.  

Thus it is that, by the power of that Spirit, we become priests of God. We partake of His anointing; 
and partaking of His anointing, we love God and consecrate ourselves to Him. If we do not partake of 
Christ's anointing, we cannot and do not love God, and it is inevitable that we will not in principle do the 
will of God.  

Therefore it is that the catechism says, "I am … partaker of his anointing; that so I may confess his 
name, and present myself a living sacrifice … to him.” That means that all I have and all that I am is 
subservient to Christ. 

In turn, in exactly so far as our lives are characterized by self-will, by doing our own will, we are not 
Christians. “Why art thou called a Christian?” From this point of view ― and again I say it ― shame must 
cover our faces. There is but a small beginning of this love and consecration in our hearts; and, oh, it is 
so easy to say, I am a Christian, but as soon as conflict comes between our will and the will of Christ, it is 
so hard to put our own will down.  

III. A power of Victorious Dominion 

And finally, Christ is King.  

Once more, man was originally king, and as king sinned and became a king of the devil. And it is 
Christ who must again make us to reign over the works of God's hands, and submit them to God. And, in 
order to do that, He must be King Himself.  

That Christ is King means that God ordained Him to have complete authority and dominion over all 
things, which again, He has in His human nature as the Son. Christ is the Son, and as the Son He has all 
dominion and power. And having all dominion and power, He exercised this already in His humiliation ― 
in the healing of the sick, the raising of the dead and in performing miracles.  

He is King, and as king He battled His way to victory. He battled against sin, the devil and the whole 
power of darkness unto victory. And when He has battled His way to victory, He could say, "I am the 
resurrection and the life.” He battled on until He ascended into the highest heavens and received all 
power and dominion. And now Christ has the dominion.  

And we now partake of His anointing. We are kings. We are kings with Him. Whereas by nature we 
are slaves of the devil, Christ now makes us kings. It may seem that we are not kings, and are always 
defeated. Sin always seems to overcome us. But although it seems that way, it is not so. If we partake of 
Christ's anointing, we have the victory, and it shall become manifest that we have that victory. When, as 
the catechism expresses it, we shall reign with Him eternally over all creatures, Christ and His Church 
will possess all authority and dominion.  

Are you a Christian? 


