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Lord’s Day 13 

Faith in the Divine Lord 

Rev. Herman Hoeksema 

 
Q.  33.  Why is Christ called the only begotten Son of God, since we are also the children of 

God? 
A.  Because Christ alone is the eternal and natural Son of God; but we are children adopted 

of God, by grace, for his sake. 
 
Q.34.  Wherefore callest thou him our Lord? 
A.  Because he hath redeemed us, both soul and body, from all our sins, not with gold or 

silver, but with his precious blood, and hath delivered us from all the power of the devil; 
and thus hath made us his own property. 

 

The names of Christ, which constitute the subject of our discussion in the last few weeks, are not all 
alike in meaning.  The names "Jesus" and "Christ" are not of the same nature and are not on a par with 
the names "Son of God" and "Lord.”  The latter name rather defines who Jesus Christ is.  I believe in 
Jesus Christ; I am united with Him by the living bond of faith, so that in Jesus Christ I find all my 
salvation, my wisdom, my righteousness, my joy, my glory, my life, my redemption, my grace, my 
sanctification, but I further define Him and confess concerning that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  That 
Jesus, in whom I believe, on whom I rely, in whom all my wisdom, my righteousness, my complete 
redemption, is not a mere man, cannot be a mere man, can be nothing less than the eternal Son of God.   

Looking at these names, from the practical point of view, and combining the two, we must speak to 
you on the subject: Faith in the divine Lord.   

 

Theme: Faith in the Divine Lord. 
 I.  An Indispensable Lordship.   

 II.  A Blessed Lordship.   

I.  An Indispensable Lordship 

When I say that the divinity of the Lord is indispensable, I mean that you must either choose 
between a Jesus that is absolutely powerless and empty of all that we have thus far found in Him, or we 
must confess that He is the Son of God, and we must confess that He is the Son of God in the unique 
sense of the word; He is the Son of God in distinction from all others that are called sons of God.  He is 
essentially the Son of God.   

Modern theology also speaks of the Son of God, and means something entirely different from what 
the Church has always confessed concerning that Son.  Modern theology says, “Certainly Jesus is the Son 
of God.  He came to reveal that sonship to us, and the Fatherhood of God, and Christ, as the good 
master, and the great teacher, come to assure us of the fact that we are sons of God.  He was the first to 
come to the consciousness of that sonship but in the same sense that He was the Son of God, we are 
sons of God, too.  The Sonship of Christ is not different from our sonship.”  Christ is not the Son of God 
in essence.  But it is not only the Modernists; many sects also deny that Jesus is the Son of God in 
essence.  Jesus is a higher being; He has been exalted by God to the highest sonship, but He is not the 
Son of God in essence.   
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Now I say, that when we speak of the indispensableness of believing in Jesus Christ as the Son of 
God in the unique sense, we mean, it is only because He is the Son of God in essence, that He can be 
Christ.  We must choose between the unique sonship of Christ and an empty Jesus.   

That Jesus is the Son of God is nowhere more strongly expressed than in I John 5:20.  (Russelites 
claim that Jesus is nowhere called "the God" in Scripture.  They say that nowhere in Scripture do we find 
the article "the" before God when speaking of Jesus.  Scripture, so they say, speaks of Jesus as God, but 
never as the God.)  And notice that in I John 5 He is not only called “the true God,” but “the Son of God” 

 and Scripture everywhere emphasizes the importance of that confession.  When Peter confesses,” 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God," Jesus does not only say that is true, but He says that that 
confession is the rock upon which He will build His Church.  The confession that Jesus is the Son of God 
is the foundation upon which the Church is built, and it is only when it is built on that foundation that 
the Church can stand.   

The Apostle John also emphasizes that he confesses that Jesus is come in the flesh, (notice, not is 
flesh, but is come in the flesh, presupposing that He existed before He came in the flesh and, therefore, 
that He is divine,) is of God.  And he who denies that Jesus is come in the flesh is a deceiver and an 
antichrist.   

Now what do we mean when we say Jesus Christ is the Son of God?  What do we mean with the 
divinity of Christ?   

Then you must in the first place bear in mind that the catechism, when speaking of the Son of God, 
does not refer to the Trinity.  It is not speaking of the eternal generation, by the Father, of the Son, but 
we are speaking of the Mediator, of Jesus, of the Word become flesh.  The subject of our discussion, and 
the confession is: that the Jesus that was born in Bethlehem, that you can follow in His youth and His 
public ministry, that crawls in the dust in Gethsemane, that shed His life blood on the accursed tree, 
dies, is raised again, is exalted in the highest heavens, that Jesus is personally and essentially the Son of 
God.  Not so, that He was God and that He shed His Godhead when He came in the flesh.  No, Jesus, as 
He came in the flesh, is God.  As He lies as a babe in the manger, He is the infinite God at the same time.  
And as He walks on this earth, He is at the same time the eternal, unchangeable God.  In all His suffering 
and death, He is at the same time the eternal God.  That is the confession.  Jesus is the Son of God, and 
He is that essentially.   

And when I say that Jesus Christ is essentially the Son of God, I do not speak of His sonship in the 
same sense as when we are called sons of God.  There is an essential difference.  This essential 
difference is denied by the modern church of today.  Modernism seeks to wipe out all differences, and 
to a great extent the difference between Church and world has been wiped out.  The devil can hardly 
tell the difference anymore between his children and the children of God.  And they tell us that all 
doctrinal differences must be wiped out.  So also, the difference between the sonship of Christ and our 
sonship is wiped out.  They say that we are sons of God in the same sense that Christ is the Son of God.  
There is no difference between the sonship of Christ and our sonship, and where there is no difference 
between the sonship of Christ and our sonship, therefore, there is no difference between us and God.  
Man is God; that is the conclusion to which it leads.  This is preached in many a book and paper today.  
In principle it is even taught in many a Christian school, and the Church must testify against this.  It must 
tell the world that there is an essential difference between the sonship of Christ and our sonship.   

Originally, we were sons of God in virtue of our creation.  Man is not the son of God in the sense 
that he partakes of God's nature, but in the sense that he was created in the image of God.  That 
sonship, however, is now gone.  It has been changed into its very opposite.  We can still see that man 
should be a son of God, but he is now a son of the devil.  The very unrighteousness he does tells us that 
he should be righteous.  We can tell that he is a child of God turned into a child of the devil, so that by 
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nature we are no longer children of God. 

When, therefore, we are now called children of God, there is in that denotation a twofold idea.  
There is in the first place the judicial, legal idea.  We are children by adoption.  By nature we are not 
children of God.  By nature we have no right to be children of God.  By nature we are children of the 
devil, and we have no right to be children of God.  In that sense there is no universal Fatherhood of God.  
We can only be called children of God by virtue of our spiritual-ethical relation to God, and by nature we 
are children of the devil, but God adopts us as His children.  We are adopted children, and being 
adopted children, God also changes our spiritual-ethical nature so that we also manifest the nature of 
the children of God, but we are never essentially children of God.  Our sonship does not flow from the 
essence of God.  Our creaturely essence is eternally different from the essence of God.   

That is not so with Christ.  Christ is not adopted.  He had no beginning.  He is eternal.  He is the Son 
of God by nature, and He possesses all the divine virtues with the Father and the Holy Ghost.  Christ is 
God.  Great, says the Apostle Paul, is the mystery of Godliness; God is come in the flesh.  That confession 
is indispensable, if Jesus is to be Christ.  In the first place, we have confessed that Jesus, the Christ, is our 
chief Prophet.  As such He reveals unto us the full counsel of God, and we rely on His word.  Through His 
word we believe in Him.  That word we have in Scripture; all Scripture is the word of Jesus.  He speaks to 
us throughout the Scripture.  On that word we rely.  By it we live, and by it we die because we say that 
Jesus is our chief Prophet, but that is only possible if He is the Son of God.  He cannot be our chief 
Prophet if He is not the Son of God.  That is why they that deny the divinity of Christ, also deny the 
divinity of His word.  That is inevitable.  If Jesus is a mere man, His word is the word of man, and all men 
are liars.  If Jesus is a mere man, His word is the word of a man, and you must put the Bible on the shelf 
along side of other books.   

Besides, men cannot look beyond the mountains of this valley of tears.  They cannot tell us what 
lies beyond the mountains, but our Lord was the Son of God from the moment He began to speak.  He is 
eternally with the Father in heaven, and He knows all His counsel, and He can reveal it to us, and we can 
rely on His word.  He was in heaven when He was upon earth.  That is what Jesus says to Nicodemus.  He 
says to Nicodemus, "No man hath ascended up to heaven, but He that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which is in heaven.”  He could only be our chief Prophet because He was the Son of God 
in a unique sense.  Deny that Jesus is the Son of God and you deny everything.  Hence, you have all that 
empty, useless, corrupt, ungodly Christianity of today.  You must choose between a Jesus who is the Son 
of God, and an empty Jesus.   

And so it is with all things.  Jesus is also our chief High Priest, and we confess that He redeemed us 
with His blood.  He redeemed us from all our sins and unrighteousness and to believe in Him is to 
believe in our justification, but deny that He is the Son of God, and you empty the cross of all its power.  
For then He that died on the cross is a mere man, and then His blood has no more value than the blood 
of the malefactors that were crucified along side of Him.  If He is not the Son of God, His blood has no 
more value than the blood of bulls and goats.  Then the cross becomes a cross among other crosses.   

What is redemption?  Redemption is a bringing of satisfaction.  It is not a satisfaction which man 
brings to God, but a satisfaction that God brings to God.  Satisfaction is the payment to the justice of 
God.  Satisfaction is that God purchased us.  He bought satisfaction by paying the price, and He paid the 
price of self and to Himself.  God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, but that can only be 
true if the blood that was shed may be said to be the blood of the Son of God.  The blood of animals was 
not sufficiently precious to bring that satisfaction.  Neither was the blood of man sufficiently precious, 
but He that suffered our death was no other than the Son of God.  It is true, He suffered our death and 
could only suffer that death in our nature, but He that died was the Son of God.  Redemption is only 
possible if Jesus is the Son of God.  Finally, we must have a redeemer that can deliver us from our sin 
and unrighteousness.  If Jesus is not the Son of God, He cannot impart His life to us.  We must be 
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delivered from the power of sin and death.  A mere man cannot do that.  The one that is to deliver us 
must have almighty power; He must be God.   

II. A Blessed Lordship 

So, finally, Jesus is our Lord.   

The power of a blessed Lordship is the Lordship of Christ over His Church.  When we speak of the 
Lordship of Christ, we do not refer to Him as the second person in the Trinity.  As such we cannot speak 
of a lordship that is given unto Him.  As the Second Person, He is Lord from eternity, but Scripture 
speaks of a Lordship that is given Him.  It speaks of a Lordship that is bestowed on Him.   

We read in Philippians that God hath highly exalted Him, and hath given Him a name above every 
name: That at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth: And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.  It is a Lordship that is given Him, and it is executed in our nature.   

Jesus is Lord, and His Lordship must be distinguished.  There is the Lordship of power, and the 
Lordship of love and grace.   

He has a Lordship power over all things.  Christ rules.  He rules over the devil and all evil power, so 
that there is not a devil that can stir but by His will.  Christ has dominion. 

But He also has another Lordship.  That is His Lordship over the Church.  That is a Lordship of love 
and grace, so that it is not a Lordship of power by which He makes us bow before Him, but it is a 
Lordship by which He makes us willing to do His will.  It is a Lordship of love, and it is based on His 
redeeming work and realized when we are delivered from the power of sin and death.  It is a Lordship of 
love.   

Now notice, the catechism does not ask: Why is Christ called Lord?  But it asks, why dost thou call 
Him our Lord?  The catechism looks at it from the point of view that this Lordship of Christ has been 
established in our hearts.  It is presupposed that we have this Lordship of Christ in our hearts.  No one 
can say that Jesus is Lord, but by the Spirit.  By nature we are servants of the devil, but when the Spirit 
of grace establishes the throne of grace in our hearts, we become assured of two things.  In the first 
place, we say: Thou hast redeemed me, and therefore I am thine.   

And in the second place: Thou hast delivered me; therefore I am thine.  I am thine in love, through 
love, and unto love; and being thine, I profess, that I am thy property according to body and soul, with 
wife and children, with all that I possess.  I am thine, whose precepts are my delight.  It is a Lordship of 
love and having the testimony in my heart that I am His, according to body and soul, it becomes 
manifest in this, that I walk in righteousness and sanctification, and in Him I put all my trust.   


