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Lord’s Day 17 

Faith in the Resurrected Christ 

Rev. Herman Hoeksema 

Q.  45.  What doth the resurrection of Christ profit us? 
A.  First, by his resurrection he has overcome death, that he might make us partakers of the 

righteousness which he has purchased for us by his death; secondly, we are also by his 
power raised up to a new life; and lastly, the resurrection of Christ is a sure pledge of 
our blessed resurrection. 

Introduction 

“The Lord is risen indeed!”  In that shout with which the apostles and disciples meet one another, 
there is surprise and joy and victory.   

To us it may seem strange that, while the Lord had told his disciples of the resurrection, they do not 

yet believe it  as evidently they did not.  I say, to us who have a better and clearer insight.  This may 
seem strange; but we must remember that, in the darkness of the cross alone, there is only  darkness 
and amazement.  And those disciples, standing alone in the darkness of the cross, become so stupefied 
that they forget all else.  But, accordingly, it is with so much greater joy that they meet one another then 
with this testimony, " The Lord is risen indeed."  And that testimony becomes the heart of their 
preaching.  They become preachers of the resurrection.   

It was a requisite that the apostles be eyewitnesses to the resurrection; and so the Lord appeared 
to them.  And in these appearances, He was entirely different from what He had been before his death; 
but He had appeared unto the disciples nevertheless; and the disciples had seen him.  And so they go 
into the world; and so they preach.  Without the resurrection there can be no preaching, no salvation, 
no faith, no hope, no eternal life; but now “Christ is risen indeed.”  That is the message which the 
apostles carry into the world.   

The Heidelberg Catechism does not speak about the resurrection of Christ as such.  There is in this 
respect a notable difference between the chapters devoted to the suffering of Christ and this chapter, 
which refers to his resurrection.  The catechism follows the suffering of Christ step by step; but when it 
comes to the resurrection it is silent.  It has been said that, if the catechism were written again, this fact 
of the resurrection would have to be enlarged upon, with a view to the attacks that are being made 
upon this doctrine.  But actually it would have to be regretted if the writers had inserted evidences to 
prove this, which is so much the joy and blessedness of the Church.  We have no need of such evidence.  
The Church, living by faith, has no need of it. And neither does the world have need of it; for, even if 
such evidence were given the world, it would not accept it.   

Not only, however, did the writers of the catechism not insert such proof, but the catechism does 
not say anything about the fact of the resurrection.  And from that point of view, the catechism is 
beautifully in harmony with scripture, for neither does Scripture say anything about the resurrection.  It 
too follows Jesus in his suffering and into the grave, and afterwards sees him again as the risen Lord; but 
it is silent on the resurrection as such.  Matthew comes pretty near telling us something about it; but he 
doesn't.  He tells us about the earthquake, etc., but that is as far as he goes.  The fact of the resurrection 
is left untouched.  The line is broken for a moment.  It ends with the grave and starts again with the 
risen Lord; and so we as Christians start with that risen Lord.   

The reason for this lies in the fact that the risen Lord does not belong to this world anymore.  We 
know hardly anything about the risen Lord.  The disciples did not recognize him until He made himself 
known to them by signs.  If we are to see Jesus again, we must be changed; our eyes must be made like 
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unto his eyes.  Once He had taken upon himself our eyes, but He left them behind in the grave.  And 
now we cannot see him again until He has made our eyes like unto his eyes.  That is the standpoint of 
the catechism.   

The catechism does not speak of the resurrection as such, and it makes no attempt to prove the 
fact of the resurrection; and it would have marred this seventeenth Lord's Day if the writers of the 
catechism had inserted evidence to prove the resurrection, for the natural man can never understand 
the resurrection.  It is spiritual, and can only be accepted by faith.  Therefore, on our faith in the 
resurrected Lord, we must point to three things.  In the first place, it brings to us a living Lord.  In the 
second place, it brings to us a sure righteousness.  And finally, it brings to us a new life.   

Theme: Faith in the Resurrected Christ 

1.  A Living Lord. 
2.  A Sure Righteousness. 
3.  A New life. 

1. Living Lord. 

I speak of a living Lord.  That is peculiar of the Christian faith.  The peculiarity of the Christian faith is 
that it must have a living Lord.  The Christian faith is connected with, and is rooted in, the person of the 
living Christ.  That, to my mind, is the greatest distinction between Christendom and all other “…doms” 
and “…isms.”  It is the peculiarity of the Christian faith that it is connected with, and is rooted in, the 
person of the living Lord.   

The distinction is not that the Christian faith believes in the teachings of Christ.  It is true, that in 
order to know Jesus, we must have his teaching; yet we follow not the teachings of Jesus.  That the 
Mohammedan does.  The Mohammedan follows the teachings of Mohammed.  And Modernism does 

that also.  Modernism says Jesus is the greatest teacher  but if Jesus is simply a great teacher so that 
all we have to do is follow his teachings, then He may as well be dead.  If Jesus is simply the great 
teacher, we have no need of the resurrection; or if He is only our example, then we have no need of the 
risen Lord, and, as far as we are concerned, He may as well be dead.  And so it is if Jesus is simply the 
reformer that modernism claims him to be.  If Jesus is simply a reformer, then we must perhaps have a 
statue of him, but we have no need of the risen Lord.  In one word, if Jesus is simply a teacher, an 
example, or a reformer, then they are certainly right who deny the resurrection, and Christ is no better 
than any other teacher, as Mohammed or Buddha.  The entire structure of Christianity has its peculiarity 
in this; it stands and falls with the person of Jesus Christ.  We must have the risen Lord.  He is he truth; 

and He is the way  not, He shows us the way; He is the way.  He is the life  not, He teaches us the 

way of life; He is the life.  He is the truth, the way, the life, the light, the wisdom  not, He teaches us 
these things; but He is all that.  Jesus is the living head of the Church.   

The Church must have him.  It must have the living Lord.  That is why it is so dark, so cold in the 
modern Church.  They have killed the life; and they give us statues and teachers and examples instead.  
But now, “the Lord is risen indeed.”  We must be careful that we let no one take the risen Lord away 
from us, and give us a conception of the resurrection that is not even based on the resurrection of the 
Lord.  We must not say, as some do, that Jesus was raised in the minds and consciousness of the 
apostles.  We must not say that He is raised and continues to rise in the consciousness of the Church.  
He is raised; the same identical nature that died is also raised.   

On the other hand, we must also be careful not to look on the resurrection as a return to our carnal 
world.  Jesus does not return to our world, to our flesh and blood, to our earthly life.  We must beware 
not to paint a picture of the risen Lord.  We must beware not to attempt to touch him; for then He will 
tell us that He did not come back to us.  Jesus did not come back to us.  He goes on, and He does not 
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come back to us.  He goes on and ascends to the Father, and then draws us to himself.  We must beware 
that we do not again make him an earthly Jesus.  Jesus was raised to heavenly glory with a spiritual 
body, and to the life of the heavenly Jerusalem.   

2. A Sure Righteousness. 

If then we have that living Lord, we have everything.   

The catechism calls our attention to the fact that the resurrection of Jesus is our righteousness.  
The living Lord is our justification.  We have the assurance of our justification only because of the 
resurrection.  This is so beautifully expressed in Romans 4:25, where we read, "Who was delivered for 
our offenses and was raised again for our justification."   

In this text, you must understand, the preposition "for" in both instances has the same meaning, 

which is, "on account of"  He was delivered for, that is, on account of our offenses, and He was raised 
for, that is, on account of our justification.  This you must understand.  

We are born in guilt; and guilt means that, before the face of God, we have liability to death.  And 
that death is not what we commonly call death, that is, temporal death.  Temporal death belongs to it; 
but it is not the essence of death.  Even if soul and body should never separate, we would still die.  
Death is that state of suffering, that misery, that calamity, which is the result of the creature, created in 
the image of God, being separated from God and becoming a child of wrath.  When God turns against 
you, the state that results from that is wrath.  To it belongs, first of all, all the corruption and darkness of 
unrighteousness.  And to it belongs, in the second place, all suffering and misery.  It is not true that we 
are spiritually dead, but physically alive.  This life is a continual death.  We are born dead.  We are dead 
in sin and misery and suffering.  And then to it belongs, in the third place, physical death.  This body 
cannot suffer the torment of hell.  It must be fitted to bear everlasting punishment.   

Now “the power of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.”  Death has no power to kill but 
from God, and God gives no power to death to kill unless there is guilt.  Sin and death, and death and 
sin, belong together; they are inseparably connected.  Just as righteousness and life, and life and 
righteousness belong together, so also do sin and death, and death and sin, belong together.  The sinner 

must die; and he cannot be taken out of death until his sin is taken away  in other words, until his guilt 

is removed  is the unchangeable teaching of scripture.  And that is the unchangeable teaching of 

scripture concerning the cross, Jesus stood as our head  He stood as our head in the judicial sense  
so that He could take our place, and our guilt could be imputed to him.  He was able to stand with the 
guilt of our sin before the face of God, and God would have to deliver him.  It was for this reasons that 
God delivered him into the depths of death and suffering and the amazement out of which He cried, 
"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"  Because of that condition of sin and death, He had to 

be delivered  not for himself, but for us.   

When, however, we see him go into death and stand at the pit before the resurrection, we can still 
ask the question, did the cross really atone?  Standing before that dark pit we must ask, did the cross 
really atone for my sins?  And there is only one that can answer that question, God.  He must answer the 
question whether the cross really atoned for my sins.  He must answer the question of the closed grave, 
and remove that question mark behind the cross.  And He can answer it in only one way.  If He seals the 
grave, and Jesus stays in that grave, then sin is not atoned for.  Then there is no hope.  But, on the other 
hand, if God raises Jesus, then the testimony is that the cross atoned for all our sins, and we are justified 
before God.  The cross alone is not enough.  If the cross had not been followed by the resurrection, the 
Church would now have nothing.  It could only stare after a dead Lord.  But take the two together, the 
cross and the resurrection, and the Church can say, "I am righteous before God, because Christ is risen; 
and Christ is risen because He was righteous.”  He was raised for our justification.  He was not raised so 
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as to justify us, He was raised for our justification, that is, because we had been justified.  We are 
justified, and our justification was proclaimed from heaven in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

3.  A New life. 

And thus, finally, the resurrection of Jesus brings to us a new life; for it is no less a fundamental 
teaching of scripture that the Church is raised with Christ.  As Christ came out of the grave, the Church 
came out of the grave with him.   

We read in Colossians 3:1, "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God." We can only seek the things which are above if we are 
raised with Christ.  And so in Ephesians 2, we read that the Church has been raised with Christ.  And also 
in Romans 6, the apostle calls our attention to the fact that our very baptism is a picture of the fact that 
the Church is raised with Christ, when he says, "we are buried with him by baptism into death; that like 
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life.”  All scripture teaches that all the people of God were raised on the morning of the resurrection; 
when Jesus died, we died.  As it teaches that, when He was buried, we were buried; so it teaches that, 
when He arose, we arose.  The Church is raised with Jesus.  In other words, centrally the Church is raised 
when He is raised.   

That could not be otherwise because of the mystical union between Christ and his people.  He is 
the spiritual head of the spiritual body.  It is a union which existed from the foundation of the world.  It 
does not come from us.  The union does not proceed forth from the body, but from the Head.  It has its 
root in the everlasting sovereign counsel of God whereby He ordained that His Son should be the Head 
of His people.  God, in the counsel of peace, made them one ― judicially and organically.  The body 
grows from Him and is unchangeably established in Him.  When Jesus was raised, the body, of which He 
is the head, and which grows from Him, was raised with him.    

In the second place, the life of the resurrection is principally realized in us when we are regenerated.  It 
is worked out individually.  When we are regenerated, the life of the resurrection is worked in us.  In I 
Peter 1:3 we read that God, according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  Jesus, the living Jesus, the risen Jesus, presently goes 
to heaven and receives the Spirit and becomes the quickening Spirit as the Head of his people.  And 
having received the Spirit, He by that quickening Spirit, imparts his life unto the Church, his body.  That 
life, which He imparts to his Church, is the resurrection life.  It is a life that is free from sin.  It has died to 
sin, and loves sin no more.   

It is for that reason that, in the measure that we walk in sin, we leave the impression that we are 
not partakers of that life of the resurrection.  He that claims that he is justified and walks in sin is a liar 

 either for that moment, or in principle.  Freedom from sin is inseparably connected with the 
resurrection of life.  You, who are resurrected with Christ, live unto God.   

In the second place, that resurrection life differs from this earthly life in that it seeks the things 
above.  It differs from this natural life in this, that the natural life is from below, seeks the things that are 
below, and does not want to die, while the resurrection life is heavenly, is from above, seeks the things 
which are above, and has no objection to die.  The principle of the risen life has no objection to death; it 
has no fear of the grave, for it knows that it is imperishable.  The resurrection of Jesus is a pledge of our 
resurrection; and that is why our new life is a living hope.  We have a living connection with 
resurrection.  It is not a mere cold confession.  It is not so that Christ is resurrected, and now we expect 
to be resurrected also; we have the life of the risen Lord in us, and the desire to live that new life.   

And that life longs to be perfected.  Although we have that life in us, it does not yet reign over our 
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bodies; and it wants to be perfected.  And longing for perfection, we look up to the risen Lord and are 
assured of our own complete resurrection.  The resurrection of Jesus is a pledge of our resurrection.  
Not because it shows us the reality of the resurrection, but because the Lord says, “I live, and ye shall 
live. If ye believe in me, ye shall never die”   

Therefore, put your trust in him, who was delivered for our transgressions, and was raised again for 
our justification.  The living Lord is the Redeemer of the living Church.   

 


