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Lord’s Day 19a 

Our Victorious Lord 

Rev. Herman Hoeksema 

 

Q.50. Why is it added, "and sitteth at the right hand of God"? 

A. Because Christ is ascended into heaven for this end, that he might appear as head of his 
church, by whom the Father governs all things. 

Q.51. What profit is this glory of Christ, our head, unto us? 

A. First, that by his Holy Spirit he pours out heavenly graces upon us his members; and then 
that by his power he defends and preserves us against all enemies. 

 

Introduction 

The stages that are usually distinguished in the so-called exaltation of Christ are the resurrection, 
the ascension, the sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and His final coming in glory. The meaning 
of the resurrection, from the practical point of view, is, as we have seen, that Jesus is our living Lord. He 
is not a dead teacher, a cold example, or a mere reformer; He is our living head in whom we have all our 
righteousness, wisdom, life and complete redemption. 

The significance of the ascension, from that same practical point of view, is that Jesus is our 
heavenly Lord. He not only changed places, but became heavenly, and returned with our human nature 
into the bosom of the Father. And from that exalted state He draws us unto Himself.  

And now we are called upon to speak of His sitting at the right hand of God. And the significance of 
that state of exaltation is that He is our victorious Lord. As the significance of the resurrection is, that He 
is our living Lord, of the ascension that He is our heavenly Lord, so it is that of the exaltation He is our 
victorious Lord. 

Theme: Our Victorious Lord 

1. An Exalted Position 
2. A Gracious Rule 
3. A Safe Protection 
4. A Sure Victory 

1. An Exalted Position 

It would seem that we understand the humiliation of the Savior better than His exaltation, that we 
understand the cross better than His glorification. There is a reason for this. In His humiliation and 
suffering Jesus is in the likeness of sinful flesh; and we can follow Him in His humiliation, we can see Him 
and touch Him. When Jesus is exalted, however, He seems to take a form and appearance that we 
cannot comprehend. Yet the fact remains that Scripture emphasizes the exaltation and glorification of 
the Lord fully as much as it does His humiliation and suffering. Scripture is full of the exaltation of Jesus 
at the right hand of God. It uses figurative language; and the figure is taken from the position someone 
might occupy in subjection to a king. A king does not abdicate; he remains king, and bestows on the man 
on his right hand power and authority to rule under him, and in his name, as we have, for example with 
the position Joseph occupied in Egypt.  

Now when Scripture uses the expression, sitteth at the right hand of God, it means that Jesus has 
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been exalted to the highest pinnacle of creation. He received the authority to rule over all creation; and 
He received the power to exercise that authority. But while He occupies that position, He is also, in that 
position, a servant. God is not abdicated, but He gives to His servant power and authority to rule over all 
creation as His servant. That is the idea of the figure, and the expression is always used in that sense. In 
a prophetic sense we read of the exaltation as early as Psalm 8. In Psalm 8 we read that God made man 
a little lower than the angels. That was his original state. He was destined to be crowned with honor and 
glory and to have dominion over all things. And in Hebrews 2, which is a quotation from Psalm 8, we 
read that we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned 
with glory and honor. And in this we see the beginning of the subjection of all the work of God's hands 
under man. But we have an even clearer expression of the exaltation of Jesus in Psalm 110. There we 
read, The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou at my right hand. There are three persons mentioned in this 
text. The Lord, that is, Jehovah, spoke unto David's Lord, namely, Jesus. This text is quoted by Peter in 
his Pentecostal sermon. The text also tells us of the limitations of the exaltation of Christ. It is exaltation 
until His enemies shall be made His footstool, as it is in Ephesians 1:20-22. We read there that God set 
Jesus at His own right hand in the heavenly places; and that means, so the Apostle adds, that He is 
exalted far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that which is to come. That last you understand, is an explanation of 
what it means when God sets Jesus at His own right hand. He exalted Him above all principality and 
power, and gave Him a name above every name, and put all things under His feet so that there is no 
power anywhere, no power of sin and death, no power of hell, and no power of darkness that is not 
subject to Him. They are subject to Him is such a way that He can use them under God in the realization 
of the kingdom of God.  

In turn He also made Him Head of His Church ― not in the organic sense, but in the sense that He is 
her Lord and King. And He rules over all creation, as it is also in Philippians 2:9,10. There we read that 
God has highly exalted Jesus and given Him a name that is above every name. And that God has given 
Him a name means that He has given Him authority, and the power to exercise that authority. And God 
has given Jesus a name above every other name in order that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven and things in earth, and things under the earth, and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.  

But you must understand that Jesus is so exalted according to His human nature. His divine nature 
is not subject to exaltation; for His divine nature is not subject to change. But He that is exalted is the 
Mediator, Jesus Christ in His human nature. There are some that hesitate to accept this because the 
glory with which Jesus was glorified seems to be a divine glory and power. But it is not; it is an exaltation 
of His human nature. The divine nature cannot be exalted. Nothing can be added to His divine nature: 
He cannot be given power and glory according to His divine nature. You cannot add to his divine glory. 
And He did not lay aside His divine glory in His humiliation; and He thus cannot be given it again.  

When Jesus prayed, Father glorify Me with the glory which I had with thee before the foundation of 
the world, the meaning is, Father glorify Me with the glory which I had as mediator in Thy divine counsel. 
Jesus could not be exalted according to His divine nature, for it was His human nature that was subject 
to humiliation. And it was thus His same human nature that was exalted.  

But the reason He was able to be so highly exalted was because His human nature was inseparably 
connected with His divine nature. As the Lord took our human nature from the depth of sin and death 
and took it to the bosom of the Father, so in that human nature, as the servant of Jehovah, He was 
made so glorious that in his human nature that He is able to exercise power and dominion over all 
creation. The servant of Jehovah is made Lord; that is the idea. He is placed at the pinnacle of creation 
and receives power and dominion.  

The servant of Jehovah is Lord. Not, He will become Lord; He is Lord. He is Lord now; and as such He 



 87 

is King of the Church; and He is also king over all creation. We must distinguish between His kingdom of 
power, and His kingdom of love. As the exalted Lord, Jesus is King of the Church ― which the pre-
millenialists deny. They say Jesus is king only of the Jews, and not of the Church; and therefore Jesus at 
present is without a throne. But all Scripture teaches that Jesus is on the throne of David now. That 
throne is not the earthly throne; the earthly throne was only a shadow. The throne of David is realized in 
heaven. The throne of David was not destroyed, but is realized in the heavenly throne. Mount Zion is not 
destroyed, but it is realized. We have come to Mount Zion, Hebrews tells us. The Jews never did. We 
have come to Mount Zion; and Jesus, as the servant of Jehovah, sits on Mount Zion.  

And as such Jesus sits on the throne of His Father. He does not sit next to that throne. You must not 
picture it as though there is a large throne on which the Father sits, and along side of it a small throne 
on which Jesus is seated. Jesus is seated on the throne of His Father. As He has taken our human nature 
to the bosom of the Father, so He has taken that human nature onto the throne of the Father.  

And that throne of Zion is realized in the heavenly Jerusalem. All the rest is destroyed. All that does 
not belong to the servant of the Lord is destroyed. The kingdom and the tabernacle have become one. 
The king and the priest have been united. Jesus is Lord; and as such He is king of the Church. We must 
remember this.  

We live in a time when the pre-millenialists and others have easy going, for people have weaned 
away from the truth. It is alarming how easily people are tossed to and fro by all winds of doctrine. But 
when they say that Jesus is king of the Jews and not of the Church, remember that the old kingdom has 
been realized in the heavenly kingdom, and Christ is now head over all.  

2. A Gracious Rule 

Furthermore, that kingship of Christ is a kingship of grace. That means that Jesus so operates in the 
church that we become His willing servants. He rules over the Church by the power of His grace, so that 
those of the Church become His willing subjects. That the Church confesses that the Lord is King is the 
result of His rule over her.  

Now by nature we are slaves of the devil. We do not say that we are, but by our every word and 
deed we confess that the devil is our lord. He is lord in the home, in the school, in the shop, in the office, 
and on the street. The world confesses that the devil is lord. And when you join the world, you join with 
them that confess that the devil is lord. If you join a worldly organization, a union, a lodge, or any other 
worldly organization, you join with them that say that the devil is lord. They may try to hide it. They may 
try to cover it up. But, if you are a friend of the world, you set yourself as an enemy of God. The 
confession of the world is that the devil is lord; and that confession will reach its climax in the latter 
days. In the latter days they will say you must show that the devil is lord. You will be required to wear 
the sign that the devil is lord, or be killed. But it is not so; the devil is not lord.  

Christ is the Lord. He is the king of the Church. He bestows heavenly graces upon His people, and 
He cuts the tie that binds them to devil, and He ties them to Himself and to His heavenly throne. He cuts 
the ties of sin and makes us righteous. He cuts the ties of death and gives us life. He cuts the ties of 
darkness and makes us children of light. And He makes us say, "Jesus is Lord.” And that confession 
becomes their principle of life. That is why the Church cannot acknowledge any other king. It cannot 
acknowledge a pope as king.  

The Church is free, not in the sense that it does as it pleases, but in the sense that it will not and 
cannot be ruled by any other power but by the power of grace. Jesus is Lord, and He is the only king in 
the Church. And what that Church confesses in her own circles, it confesses in the entire world. It 
confesses it in the office, in the shop, in the home, and in the school. In the entire world the Church 
confesses that Jesus is Lord. I do not say, “Do that.” The Church does it. The Church must do it. When 
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you have become a subject of His gracious rule, you cannot help but say, "Jesus is Lord.”  

You may err at times, but it is not difficult to convert a child of God. If you do not want to be 
converted, then it is impossible. If the gracious reign of Jesus is in your heart, it is easy. Then you will 
say, "Jesus is my Lord.” And it stands to reason, if the child of God must say, "Jesus is Lord," and he 
comes with that confession in the world, the world will hate him. They hated Me, says Jesus, they will 
hate you also. People today like to talk about Jesus. They would make Him president of anything. They 
would make Him president at the peace conference at Geneva. They would make Him president of the 
United States and perhaps put Him at the head of their party. But woe unto you if you say that Jesus is 
Lord. For that after all is the question. The question is, shall the servant of the Jehovah be Lord? And if 
you say that, the world will hate you.  

3. A Safe Protection 

Shall we then be afraid? 

No. For if you say that Jesus is Lord, you say at the same time that He is Lord over the whole world. 
He stands at the pinnacle of creation. In the world you shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world. As He rules in the Church by grace, so He rules in the world by His power. He was 
exalted to finish the work of the kingdom of glory.  

This work was not finished on the cross. It was finished as far as the basis was concerned. When 
Jesus said, "It is finished," He meant that His suffering is finished. But, although it is finished as far as the 
basis was concerned, the work was not really finished; and all this is yet to be done must be done by 
Him. And the thing to be done is to wrest the work of God from the power of the devil, and bring it to 
the highest glory. He must finish the work until there shall be a new heaven and a new earth; and to that 
end Jesus has been exalted and received authority and power to rule over the entire universe. He rules 
over the whole brute creature; that is, He rules over sun, moon, and stars, over the beast of the forest, 
the brooks and the rivers, the hills and the valleys. The reins of the universe are in the hands of Jesus. 

But He also rules over all powers. He rules over the angels in heaven. And they all do His bidding. 
And He also rules over all evil powers, over the devil and all evil men. He rules over all powers. There is 
no power so great but Jesus stands above it. And He rules over them all. Jesus is Lord.  

“In the world ye shall have tribulations but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” Jesus is 
Lord. And although you must go through trials and tribulations, Jesus is Lord everywhere. And when you 
come face to face with death, be not afraid. Jesus says, "I have the keys of death and hell.” Jesus is not 
only able to save our souls, He is not only able to enter into our souls and turn them unto Himself, but 
He is able, when that soul leaves the body, to watch over the dust of that soul and raise it up again in 
the last day. He is able to keep us from the power of the devil and all our enemies. We are more than 
conquerors in Him. 

4. A Sure Victory 

And so we come to the conclusion that we have the victory.  

We have the victory. Not, we may have the victory; it is not something doubtful. No, Jesus has the 
victory. He has the victory in His death, in His resurrection, in His ascension, in His exaltation to the right 
hand of God: and we have the victory in Him. You say, I believe in the Lord. That means that you say at 
the same time, I have the victory. I enter into His victory. I enter into His victory over sin and death and 
am righteous.  

But to enter into His victory you must be willing to go through the grave; for He that will save His 
life will lose it, but He that will lose his life for Christ's sake will save it. And in the new creation there will 
be no other confession but the confession: Jesus is Lord to the glory of the Father.  


