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Lords Day 19b (Q. 52) 

The Coming of the Lord as Judge 

Rev.  H.  Hoeksema 

 

Q. 52. What comfort is it to thee that "Christ, shall come again to judge the quick and 
the dead"? 

A. That in all our sorrows and persecutions, with uplifted head I look for the very same 
person, who before offered himself for my sake, to the tribunal of God, and has 
removed all curse from me, to come as judge from heaven: who shall cast all his 
and my enemies into everlasting condemnation, but shall translate me with all his 
chosen ones to himself, into heavenly joys and glory. 

 

The things of this world have an end.  And the end of things of this world does not come and cannot 
come by way of gradual development.  There is no revolution.  There is no development of 
incorruptableness from corruption.  There is no development of life from death.  There is no 
development of perfection from sin.  There is no development of heavenly things from the things that 
are earthly.  There is no such development; and any philosophy that presents it thus is both unscriptural 
and impossible.  The end of things of this world does not come by any such development.   

The end is marked by the coming of the Lord; that is the subject of which the catechism speaks in 
this fifty-second question.  It speaks of the coming of the Lord.  That coming of the Lord has many signs; 
and these signs tell us of His coming.  

The day of His coming is called the day of the Lord.  It will be a tremendous day.  In that day the 
dead shall come forth out of the grave.  Those who have done good will be raised unto everlasting life; 
and those who have done evil to eternal desolation.  In that day the living will be changed.  Not only the 
people of God, but also the wicked.  As the dead saints will be raised to everlasting glory, so the saints 
that are still living will be changed to everlasting glory.  And as the wicked that have died are to be 
raised to eternal desolation, so the wicked that are still living in that day will be changed to eternal 
desolation.  The dead will be raised, and those who are living shall be changed.   

Then the judgment will take place.  Everyone must stand before the judgment seat of the Lord; and 
everything must become manifest.  All will go to their reward.  There will be no more looking forward to 
another state.  The tabernacle of God will be with His children; and the wicked will go into outer 
darkness.  And the great testimony of all, both in heaven and in hell, will be that God is good, and He is 
righteous in His judgments.  That is the day of the Lord.   

From that point of view the catechism looks at it.  It speaks of the coming of the Lord as Judge.  And 
from a practical point of view, it speaks of our faith in the coming of the Lord as the Judge of all.   

 

Theme: The Coming of the Lord as Judge 

  I.  An Incentive to a Holy Walk in the World.   

 II.   A Comfort in the Suffering of this Present Time.   

I.  An Incentive to a Holy Walk in the World. 

Faith in the Lord, who is coming to judge all, is an incentive to a holy walk in this world; for the chief 
purpose of the day of the Lord is in the Lord Himself.  God is the chief purpose of all things; and He is 
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also the purpose of he judgment day.  His honor, His glory, His truth, His righteousness, His justice is the 
chief purpose of all things.  And that is also the chief purpose of the final judgment day.  Otherwise 
there would be no need of a final judgment.   

If it were not God's purpose to justify Himself in His work, and in His doings with men, there would 
be no need of a final judgment.  God can take us to heaven without showing us the justice of it.  He 
owes us account of what He does.  He gives Himself an account; and He must be justified.  His work 
must be justified; and therefore there must be a public judgment day.  There must be a day in which all 
the world must know that God is sitting in judgment.   

All things cry for judgment; and there will be a public judgment.  God reveals Himself to be the judge 
in Christ.  And even as God becomes manifest as Judge in Christ so we must become manifest.  We 
become manifest, are sentenced, and receive our reward in the judgment.  Now we are not manifest, 
but we must become manifest in every relation of life.  We must be made manifest to ourselves so that 
we clearly see ourselves.  We do not do that now.  We do not clearly see ourselves now.  But in the 
judgment we will be made manifest to one another.   

We must be made manifest from our works.  We do not become manifest as we are at that 
moment.  We become manifest as we have been all our life.  Our works must tell who we are.  Our 
works are the fruit which we bear.  We will be made manifest by our works.  Only our works must be 
made manifest in their proper light.  There is nothing we have done that will not be revealed.  
Everything we have committed, even in secret, will be made manifest.  Not only the works that are seen, 
but we must become manifest also as to the works that we naturally hide.  The very motives and secrets 
of the heart must be made manifest.  The motives which we do not see ourselves.  All must become 
manifest.  We become manifest in our works.   

And we become manifest in relation to God's will.  There will be no trial.  There will be no lawyers.  
No questions will be asked.  It will be an absolute judgment.  Here we have trials and lawyers and 
witnesses because in this world it is possible to ask, what is the will of God?  But not then.  God will cast 
the light of His will upon our works, throwing the proper light on them and exposing them for what they 
are.  There will be no dispute.  It with be an absolute judgment.   

Now then, the faith of the Christian in the Lord as Judge of all is to the Christian an incentive to walk 
in sanctification.  Do not misunderstand this. The Christian’s living faith in Christ as He shall come to 
judge is for the Christian a power of sanctification, an incentive to walk in holiness in the world.  That is 
the context of II Cor. 5:9,10, where the Apostle says, “Wherefore we labor, that whether present or 
absent we may be accepted of Him.  For we all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ; that every one 
may receive the things done in the body, whether it be good or bad.   

I want to emphasize that the coming of the Lord is an incentive.  It is not the fear of judgment that is 
the incentive to walk carefully.  That is devilish, and not Christianity.  Walking carefully out of a fear of 
the judgment is devilish and will never succeed.  You will never succeed in making a man walk carefully 
by filling him with fear of judgment.  The devils know that the Lord is coming to judgment, and they 
tremble.  But does it improve them?  Is fear of judgment an incentive for them to walk carefully?  Never.  
That is not Scripture.  That is not the meaning.   

The meaning is this, the Christian believes in the Lord that is coming for judgment by a living faith.  
He belongs to Him.  He is one with Him.  That this is so is evident from what the catechism says.  The 
Christian, speaking in the catechism, says, “I believe that Christ shall cast all His and my enemies into 
everlasting condemnation, but shall translate me with all His chosen ones to himself, into heavenly joys 
and glory.”  That is, His enemies are my enemies, His cause is my cause, and therefore I look forward to 
that day when that cause shall become manifest, because then that cause will be justified.  And living in 
that faith, I do not find an incentive of fear in the judgment day, but I walk in sanctification that the 
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cause of the Lord may become justified.   

He that hath this hope in him purifieth himself says the Apostle John.  If the Christian walks in the 
consciousness of the coming judgment, his walk will be a careful one in fear and trembling, seeking to be 
pleasing to God.   

Quite different from what it is now.  If every Christian would live in the consciousness and hope of 
the coming of Christ for judgment, would not our walk be different?  Would not our walk then be as 
before the face of God?  Would we not be made careful with our speech, and with our talk about one 
another?  Would there not be less slander, and backbiting, and hatred, if we would walk as before the 
face of God, in the hope of His coming to judgment?   

 

II.   A Comfort in the Suffering of this Present Time 

Only in that faith is my second point true.  Faith in the Lord that is coming to judge the world is a 
blessed comfort.  It is a comfort that can say, “In all my sorrows and persecutions, with uplifted head, I 
look or the very same person who before offered Himself for my sake, to the tribunal of God, and has 
removed all curse from me, to come as Judge from heaven.” 

If we look at the judgment in which all shall be revealed and then look at ourselves outside of Christ, 
no one of us would ever dare lift up his head and say, “I do not fear the judgment.”  Anyone who would 
dare say, “I do not fear the judgment,” is a hypocrite of the worst kind.  

In itself the day of judgment is terrible, for in that day we will see ourselves as we never have 
before.  Nothing will be kept secret.  All will be exposed.  How then would that day not be a day of terror 
for the flesh, so that we would flee from it even now, and already begin to cry to the rocks to fall on us 
and to the mountains to cover us from before the face of Him that sitteth on the throne.  Looking at 
ourselves we can only know that we shall perish in that judgment.   

But that is not the question.  The Christian does not say, “I believe in the judgment with uplifted 
head.”  No he says, “I believe in Jesus Christ, who has offered Himself for me and has removed the curse 
from me, to come as Judge.  I am one with Him.  I am in Him.  He can never separate me from Himself.  
When He expresses judgment on me, He expresses judgment on His cross.  And I know that I shall be 
justified.  Not because of works on my part; but through my faith in Him.  And I will see my sin as I never 
saw it before; but I will see it as being outside of me.  And the sight of my sin will be an incentive to me 
all the more to glorify and sing of the preciousness of Christ.” 

Looking at it in that light, the more the coming judgment is an incentive for us to walk in 
sanctification, the more it will be a comfort for us.  The thought of the coming judgment is no comfort if 
we walk in the world.  You cannot understand the catechism here if you walk in the world.  But when we 
walk in sanctification, the judgment becomes a blessed comfort for us.  And knowing in that day that the 
cause that will become manifest is God's cause, we look forward to that day.  For God will justify His 
cause.  And casting His and our enemies into everlasting condemnation, He will take us up into glory. 


