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Lord's Day 3b 

Our Common Responsibility 

 
Q.6. Did God then create man so wicked and perverse? 
A. By no means; but God created man good, and after his own image, in true righteousness 

and holiness, that he might rightly know God his Creator, heartily love him and live with 
him in eternal happiness to glorify and praise him. 

Q.7. Whence then proceeds this depravity of human nature? 
A. From the fall and disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve, in Paradise; hence our 

nature is become so corrupt, that we are all conceived and born in sin.  
Q.8. Are we then so corrupt that we are wholly incapable of doing any good, and incl ined to 

all wickedness? 
A. Indeed we are; except we are regenerated by the Spirit of God. 

Introduction 

We are treating, as you will remember, the origin of our sinful and corrupt natures; and the 
question is, where does the beginning and cause of my sinfulness lie? What is the cause that everyone I 
come in contact with is sinful? And what is the cause that all men, as is plain from history, have always 
been sinful?  

We considered one part of that question when we emphasized that the human race is an organism 
and so we are organically corrupt. There is an organic relationship, by which man was created good and 
able to fulfill the purpose for which God had created him. In one man God created the entire human 
race, even as the entire forest is in one acorn. One man corrupted the human nature; and now all are 
corrupt in him. 

But there is also another question, the question as to who is to blame for this corruption of human 
nature? Is God to blame? Could not God have created man with an infallible human nature? Or, if He did 
create man fallible, could He not have prevented the fall? Or, if God is not to blame, and the blame must 
be put somewhere else, how can I be held to blame if I am conceived and born is sin? That is the 
question.  

To that question scripture answers by calling our attention to our responsibility. There is not only a 
common organic corruption, there is also a common organic responsibility. It is to that common 
responsibility that we must now call your attention. 

 
Theme: OUR COMMON RESPONSIBILITY  

I. The Responsibility of the First Man.  

II. Our Responsibility With and In the First Man.  

III. The Actual Depravity of Our Nature Received from the First Man. 
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I. The Responsibility of the First Man 

Adam was a responsible creature; and that raises the question, what is a responsible creature? 

We answer that all responsibility involves three things. Responsibility involves, in the first place, a 
party who has authority and the right to exercise that authority. In the second place, responsibility 
involves a certain obligation imposed. And in the third place, responsibility involves a party free to will to 
fulfill that obligation.  

Now, if we apply this to the fact that the party who had and who exercised authority over him was 
God, Adam was responsible to God. All that existed belonged to God; and Adam was God's steward. 
There was therefore a rightful party exercising authority over the first man.  

There was also a rightful obligation. This obligation was that Adam must love God with all his heart, 
with all his soul, with all his mind, and with all his strength; Adam was God's prophet and must glorify 
him. He was God's king and must rule under God over the works of His hands.  

And in the third place we find that Adam was a responsible being, Adam was morally free. He was 
not independently free; he was not free in the sense that God is free. Neither was he in the highest 
sense free. In the highest sense freedom is that we cannot fall into sin anymore. Freedom does not 
consist in this, that we stand between good and evil and are now free to choose one or the other. 
Freedom in the highest sense consists in choosing the good; that freedom we possess in Christ. But in a 
moral sense Adam was free, that is, there was nothing from without to compel him to do that which is 
contrary to the will of God. In that sense Adam was free. Adam did not stand between God and the devil 
so that he had to choose between the two. Adam faced God; but Adam had the power to turn around 
and face the devil. Adam was a responsible being. 

II. Our responsibility with and in him.  

 But that is not all. Granted that Adam was a responsible being so that he was responsible for what 
he did, the further question arises, what have I to do, what is my part in this violation of God's covenant 
as committed by Adam? I did not do that; and sinful man is liable to add, I will not be responsible for it. 
No man —so sinful humans reason— can hold me responsible for what another did. “How, if my nature 
was corrupted in the first man, can I be held responsible for my corrupt nature? And if I am not 
responsible for my corrupt nature, I am not responsible for anything I do in that nature.” That is the 
speech of the rebellious, individualistic, sinful man. Is that true? Is it true that I am not responsible for 
the fact that I am conceived and born in sinful nature?  

Scripture answers that I am, that is what the Apostle Paul teaches in Romans 5. The Apostle says, 
“Death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression.” Death, the Apostle says, reigns over all, even over babes who have not sinned after the 
similitude of Adam's transgressions, who have not committed any actual sins. Little babies are born in 
sin; they are born dead; death reigns even over little babes. If they are not responsible, how can death 
come over them? It is a fact; death reigns over all whether they actually sin or not. Those are realities.  

To understand it we must understand that it is not true that we are only responsible for what we 
do ourselves. There is a moral, ethical solidarity which causes us to be responsible for what others do. It 
is not true that I am only responsible for what I do myself; you are responsible for what I do, and I am 
responsible for what you do. If I in my relation to you as pastor preach a false doctrine and you go to 
sleep and tolerate it, you bear the result of my false preaching.  

It is true that we do not bear the individual sins of our fathers; but the fact remains that I bear the 
sins of my father in my nature. So there is a common responsibility in society; and there is a moral 
responsibility in the home. If the father is a drunkard, the children bear that sin of the father in their 
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body; and they are responsible for the attitude they assume over against that sin of their father which 
they bear in their body. If you agree with that sin of your father, you are to blame.  

There is a common responsibility in the national sense. If President Hoover declares war, the whole 
nation is in war. We are in a common sense in fellowship in our sins and deeds.  

So then Scripture teaches that God made all men responsible in that one man. Scripture teaches 
that Adam was not only responsible for himself, he stood as the representative head of the human race 
and was responsible for all. As the Apostle Paul says in Romans 5:18, By the offense of one judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation. He says that by the offense of one judgment came upon all; not 
that by the corruption of one came corruption upon all men, but that by the offense of one judgment 
came upon all men. One man sins and God judges all. The root sin of the one man is imputed to all as 
really as if they all had committed it themselves. All are responsible in the one man.  

So strictly is this true that, if Adam had not sinned, we would all have life because of him; or, if 
Adam had not sinned until now, that sin would be ours as truly as when President Hoover declares war, 
we are all in war. Adam is the head of the human race and his sin is imputed to all, except Christ.  

That the sin of Adam is not imputed to Christ is due to the fact that guilt is imputed to the person, 
to the “I” in us. Corruption is a matter of the nature; it is a matter of the will, of the mind, of the heart. 
But guilt is imputed to the person; and Christ is not a human person, therefore the guilt of Adam's sin is 
not imputed to Him.  

But every human creature was in the first man; and, when the first man rebelled, we all rebelled in 
him as actually as if we had done it ourselves. That is Scripture; and it is not without danger that we 
deny this. Deny this and you deny everything. The moment you cut off this common responsibility, that 
moment you cut off all possibility of redemption. Even as we are guilty in one man, so we are righteous 
in one man. And as the guilt of one man is imputed to all that are in him, so the righteousness of one is 
imputed to all that are in Him. If it is not true that we are responsible for what Adam did, then 
redemption is not true, the cross is not true, there is no possibility of salvation. And so the conclusion is, 
from a practical point of view, that we must not rebel against this common responsibility but must abide 
in it and confess that, when the Lord created us in Adam, Adam was righteous. We must confess that we 
are guilty in Adam, and that this guilt must be atoned for and forgiven. 

III. The actual depravity of our nature 

 And so the catechism concludes that we are so corrupt that we are wholly incapable of doing any 
good and inclined to all wickedness.  

That is not flattering; but the truth is that whatever is flattering to man is a lie. In the same measure 
that it flatters us, in that same measure it is a lie. There is nothing to be flattered in our human nature. 
The language of the apostle Paul in Romans 3 is not flattering either, “There is none that 
understandeth,” says the apostle, “There is none that seeketh after God.” They are all gone out of the 
way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no not one. That is not 
flattering. Their throat is an open sepulcher; with their tongues have they used deceit; the poison of 
asps is under their lips; that is every man. That is not flattering. Whose mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: destruction and misery are in their ways: And the way of 
peace they have not known: There is no fear of God before their eyes; that is every man. That is not 
flattering; and the catechism does not say anything beyond the testimony of God himself when it says 
that we are by nature wholly incapable of doing any good and inclined to all evil. But still sinful man will 
come with many arguments in an effort to show that it is not true. The claim of sinful man will always 
be, “With that I cannot agree; just look at our great philanthropies, our charity, our hospitals and 
institutions of mercy. There is so much that is good and noble in this world; and with all our faults there 
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is much for which to put up monuments to man.” This is the way sinful man argues; and he defies the 
living God to show he is as corrupt as God says he is in the Bible.  

No sinful man will admit that he is incapable of doing any good; he will not say that he is born in 
corruption. Man, so they say, becomes corrupt in a corrupt world but he is not born corrupt; and 
therefore you must reform him. And in the mean time the country is becoming more and more corrupt. 
Our prisons are filled to overflowing.  

There is another theory. According to this theory man is sinful, indeed he is almost gone, but there 
is still a remnant of good left in him; or, man is totally depraved, but God makes him a little better by a 
common grace; but we must let the word stand that man is wholly incapable of doing any good, and 
inclined to all wickedness. 

God judges and writes upon all the works of man, "hell". Not only is that the judgment of God; but 
two things corroborate that judgment.  

In the first place that judgment is corroborated by the testimony that the Church of God carries in 
her heart. Experience is that, no matter how polished and cultured and kind and charitable man may be, 
he has no consideration for God in his heart. He will tear the word of God apart. He will call the cross a 
blood theology. He hates God, though he may pretend to love Him. The same man that raises hospitals 
and institutions of mercy will raise stakes and scaffolds for the children of God. They do good to show 
that a sinful world can get along without God.  

In the second place, the testimony which the Church of God carries in her heart corroborates this. 
When God opens our heart to the truth and we read Romans 3, we have no criticism. The Christian says 
of his own works that they are nothing but sin, except for the fruit they may bear through the grace of 
Christ. And if that is the judgment of the Christian concerning his own works, what then shall be the 
judgment of Christ of the works of sinful man. Therefore there is but one thing to do; and that is to cry 
out, "O God be merciful to me a sinner." 


