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Lord’s Day 47 

The First Petition 

Rev. Herman Hoeksema 

Q.122. Which is the first petition? 
A. "Hallowed be thy name"; that is, grant us, first, rightly to know thee, and to sanctify, 

glorify and praise thee, in all thy works, in which thy power, wisdom, goodness, justice, 
mercy and truth, are clearly displayed; and further also, that we may so order and direct 
our whole lives, our thoughts, words and actions, that thy name may never be 
blasphemed, but rather honored and praised on our account. 

 

We must remember that in discussing the several petitions contained in the Lord’s Prayer, we are 
dealing with prayer, and all these petitions must be considered from that point of view. We are not 
dealing with a commandment. This first petition does not read: “Thou shalt hallow My name.” Neither 
are we dealing with doctrine. Then this first petition should read: “God’s name is to be hallowed.” But 
we are dealing with prayer, and prayer is the acknowledgment, on the part of the Christian, that God is 
God, and He is the fountain of all good. Furthermore, it is the approach of that Christian to that fountain 
to drink out of it.  

Now scripture teaches that “He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is the 
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” That last meaning, that in relation to prayer, they that come 
to God must believe that God will grant them exactly what they ask for. If we really pray according to 
the standard of Christ in the Lord’s Prayer, then we have the assurance that God will grant just exactly 
what we ask of Him. That is also the meaning of James in the first chapter of his epistle, when he 
admonishes us to pray, not doubting, for he that doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind 
and tossed, and he must not think that he will receive anything of the Lord; a double-minded man is 
unstable in all his ways.  

Now to assume that attitude, or rather to be conscious of that spiritual disposition of heart and 
mind in which we have the assurance that God will grant us exactly what we ask of Him, two things are 
necessary. In the first place, that we pray, as to the contents of our prayer, according to His will. But that 
is not all. The second condition for the certainty that God will grant just what we ask for, is that we do 
not doubt that we really desire what we ask for. The first condition is that the contents of our prayer are 
according to God’s will, and the second condition is that we really want what we ask. We most 
frequently go wrong on that last. We by no means always want what we ask for. The first condition, 
namely, that the contents of our prayer be in harmony with God’s will, is certainly fulfilled in the Lord’s 
Prayer. If the contents of our prayer is in harmony with the Lord’s Prayer, then we have the assurance 
that our prayer is in harmony with the will of God. So that the question really is, in how far do we really 
want what we pray for? In how far do we really want what we ask for when we pray: “Hallowed be thy 
name”? Do we really want that? In that light we will consider this first petition. 
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1. What It Means 

2. What Its Specific Application Is 

3. Its Spiritual Requirement for God’s People 



 273 

1. What It Means 

God’s name is God Himself. To hallow the name of God is to hallow God Himself. To say, hallowed 
be thy name, or to say, hallowed be God, is for the Christian the same. Only it is God as we know Him. 
The Bible identifies God’s name with God Himself. For instance, we read that they called upon the name 
of the Lord. You understand that in that expression we have the same thing as in the expression, to call 
upon the Lord. To call upon the name of the Lord is to call upon the Lord.  

That is still more evident in other passages. For the attributes of God are directly ascribed to the 
name of the Lord. So we read that the name of the Lord is a strong tower. We read: “The name of the 
God of Jacob defend thee.” So that it is evident that power is ascribed to the name of God. The name of 
God and God are identified. So we read: “We will overcome all our enemies in the name of the Lord. 
Therefore we read that prayer is brought to the name of the Lord. We read: “We thank and praise thy 
holy name.” In that name we are baptized. Before that name, we bow. All of which means, that in some 
way, scripture identifies God and His name.  

God’s name is God as He is known unto us. God is invisible. He is hidden from us. We cannot see 
Him, or touch Him, or come to Him. If we are to approach God, He must come to us. God is far above us, 
He is wholly other from us, so that, if we are to know Him, He must come down into our sphere. That He 
does in His name. God’s name is His revelation of Himself, and in His revelation, God comes to us. We 
cannot know God unless God reveals Himself to us. That revelation of God is His name. God’s name is 
that by which we may know Him. In that sense, the name of God is in all His works. All creation is the 
name of God. All creation reveals unto us the name of God. That is His self-manifestation. That name of 
God has been concentrated in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is the name of God. In Christ, God 
comes to us. In Jesus we know God, and the revelation of that name of God which we have in scripture.  

Now that name of God is not an abstraction. You cannot put it in a shrine and visit it once in a 
while, as the Mohammedans do. No, the name of God is in everything. That we must understand if we 
are to pray: “Hallowed be thy name.” That name is in everything. In all that takes place in the history of 
the world, and in our lives, is the name of the Lord. The name of the Lord does it all. Then that name of 
the Lord becomes very concrete.  

That name of God is holy; for God is holy, and hence His name is holy. That God is holy and that His 
name is holy means that He is wholly other from us. God is alone. That is why scripture emphasizes that 
holiness is the attribute of God. God is separated from all sin and imperfection. And He is separated 
from all creatures in the sense that God is good and that He is the fountain of all goodness. God is the 
implication of all perfection in Himself. We are nothing in ourselves. Because God is the implication of all 
perfection, He is the fountain of perfection. That holiness of God is the deepest ground and the principle 
implication of this first petition of the Lord’s Prayer. God is holy. He is the implication of all goodness 
and perfection, and because He is the implication of all goodness and perfection, God is exclusively 
consecrated to Himself with all His heart, and mind, and will, and power. With every operation of His 
divine virtues, He is consecrated to Himself. That is, He seeks Himself. He cannot do anything else. He is 
the highest good and He must be consecrated unto Himself and seek Himself as the highest good. That 
attribute by which God is consecrated unto Himself, and consequently separated from sin, is His 
holiness.  

And because God’s holiness is that attribute in God by which He is exclusively consecrated unto 
Himself, therefore He must demand that all creatures be consecrated to Him. That consecration of the 
creature, as an act of faith, is implied in this first petition. That is God’s holiness. Now then, when the 
Lord teaches us to pray: “hollowed be thy name,” it means, “Let thy name be sanctified.” And to be 
sanctified means to be made holy. It means, to appear and to become manifest as holy, and to be 
acknowledged as holy. That is the implication of the prayer: “Hallowed be thy name.” “Hallowed be thy 
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name” means, let it become manifest that thou art holy, and good, and righteous, and just, and let it be 
acknowledged that thou art holy, and just, and righteous, and good. 

2. What is Its Specific Application 

Now what does that imply? What is the specific application of that prayer? “Lord, let the holiness of 
thy name become manifest in all thy works, and let it be acknowledged.” What then do we pray? The 
catechism really looks at it entirely from the point of view that we must hallow God’s name, and that is 
true. But it is not all the truth. “Hallowed be thy name” has a far broader implication. It means in the 
first place: “Hallow thou thy name.” That first of all. “Sanctify thou thy name,” that is, “Reveal clearly in 
all the works of thy hands, in all the history of the world, in all my experiences, that thou art righteous 
and just and holy and good.”  

As I said, you cannot put God’s name in a shrine. God’s name is a causal factor in all things. So that 
when we pray: “hallowed be thy name”, we mean: let it become manifest in all the history of the world, 
and in all my life and experiences, that thou art holy and righteous and good. What does that mean? 
Does it mean, let there always be sunshine in my life? No, “Hallowed by thy name” has nothing to do 
with sunshine. Does it mean, “Let my way always be smooth?” It has nothing to do with a smooth way. 
Does it mean, “Let there always be prosperity?” It has nothing to do with prosperity.  

Let us look at a few examples in scripture. When God sanctifies His name in Job, He takes all away 
from him. When God sanctifies His name in Christ, it meant the cross. Now as far as the specific 
application of this prayer is concerned, from this point of view, it may mean war or peace, sickness or 
health, adversity or prosperity; but whatever it may be, “I pray: Lord, glorify thy name.” When war, or 
sickness, or depression comes, I do not pray for anything else, but I pray: “Lord, glorify thy name.” Shall 
we pray it? Will we not complain? Are we ready to say: “Hallowed be thy name”? Suppose that it brings 
war, or sickness, or depression, is it then our prayer: “Hallowed be thy name”? Are we ready to pray it? 
That is the implication of the prayer: “Hallowed be thy name.” We pray it as long as that prayer means, 
"sunshine." But as soon as it means sickness and adversity, we begin to squeal and we say: “Lord, hallow 
thy name no more.” That is due to our sin. But that is the implication of our prayer. It’s awful for the 
sinner. That is the first implication of the prayer: “Hallowed be thy name.”  

And so the next implication is that in this prayer I pray for grace to hallow God’s name. I pray: 
“Lord, grant me grace to always hallow thy name in all the circumstances in which thou leadest me.” 
That is what Job did. While Job sat upon His ruins, he glorified the name of God. Job saw God’s name in 
the things that had come upon him. That we must do. In our petition, we ask for grace to do it. In this 
petition we pray: "Lord Grant that I may at all times be consecrated to thee as thou hast revealed 
thyself."  

This means, in the first place —to put it in the language of the catechism— that we may know God 
rightly. To pray: “hallowed be thy name” means that we ask the Lord to give us good preachers to 
expound the word of God for us. It means that we say to the “Lord, give us Christian schools that our 
youth may be trained in the way of the covenant.” It means that we ask Him to give us catechism in 
order that we may be instructed in the knowledge of Him. It means that we ask God to give us societies 
where we may come together to study His word. If we pray, “Hallowed be thy name,” it means that we 
say to God, “If you give us the means by which we may know thee, we will make use of them.” 
Otherwise we do not pray this first petition. Then our praying will be pure hypocrisy. To pray, “Hallowed 
be thy name” means, “Grant that I may rightly know Thee.”  

In the second place, it means, “Grant that I may at all times sanctify, glorify and praise thee.”  

And in the third place, it means that in all my life I have for my purpose, for the object of my 
consecration, the living God.  
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But there is more. In this petition we ask for grace to glorify the name of God in our walk. That is 
terrible. If we stand between the alternative of having bread and having a job, and having prosperity 
without the name of God, or of having no bread and no job and no prosperity, with the name of God, 
then we pray in this petition that the Lord may give us grace to make the right choice. Let us apply it to 
certain concrete cases. It means that if you belong to a union and have sworn to place your union 
relation above every other relation, that then in this petition you ask for grace to break that relation. 
The prayer: “Hallowed be thy name,” would solve the union question. The trouble with the brethren 
that joined the union was not that they believed in the union, but that they said, give me my daily bread 
first, and then said, let thy name be hallowed. And if you said that, you have not prayed this prayer. 
“Hallowed be thy name,” means that all such things as where we may be, and where we may go, and 
what we may do, and what worldly amusements we may partake in are solved. We cannot go into the 
world and then say, "Lord, Let thy name be hallowed.” That is impossible. God is God. We cannot fool 
God. God is not mocked. You cannot appear before God as a hypocrite. You cannot say, I will hallow 
God’s name today and go to church, but tomorrow I will go out and seek my bread first. If you do that 
the Lord will say, get out of here. I have taught you to pray: hallowed be thy name. “Hallowed by thy 
name” means that we pray: Lord if I have loved anything more than thy name, then give me grace that I 
may do it no more. That is what we pray for when we pray: hallowed be thy name. And if we cannot 
pray that, we cannot pray the rest of the Lord’s Prayer. Suppose you have denied the name of the Lord 
for bread. Then you cannot pray: “Hallowed be thy name.” And if you do you are a hypocrite. Then you 
do not mean it. Then God will give you your prayer, if you are His child, but He will give it to you in a 
terrible way. If you have denied the name of the Lord, then you cannot pray for daily bread. If you have 
denied the name of the Lord for bread for tomorrow, and for next week, and for a year to come, then 
you cannot pray for daily bread. You do not want it. And therefore the highest that we can seek is not 
bread. That the heathen seek. 

The highest is that we pray: “Lord glorify thy name.” It must not escape our attention that this is the 
first petition. We cannot, as far as the meaning is concerned, change the order around. We cannot first 
pray “Give us this day our daily bread,” and then pray, “Hallowed be thy name.” Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and all other things shall be added unto you. The prayer: “Hallowed be thy name,” is 
first, otherwise we lose the purpose of this prayer. The first petition is: “Hallowed be thy name.” That 
means, when we pray it in spirit and in truth, that when we ask the Lord for the contents of this first 
prayer, we say: “What is uppermost in my mind, what is dearest to my heart, is it that I may be to the 
praise of thy name?” I do not first pray for daily bread, or a nice home, or a nice automobile, or money 
to buy gas with, but when I come to thee, I can honestly say that which is uppermost in my mind, and 
the deepest desire of my heart, is that thy name be hallowed. Do we want it?  

You know the Apostle James in the first chapter of his epistle says: “If any man lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God.” But also he adds, “Let him not doubt when he asks.” When James says that he that prays 
must not doubt, he does not mean that he must not doubt as to whether he will receive or not, but he 
means that you don’t want it if you doubt. If you ask the Lord for wisdom, you must be sure that you 
want His wisdom, otherwise you are like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind and tossed. If we pray 
for anything, we must be sure that we want it. And to know if we want it, we must know the meaning of 
what we pray. We must know the practical significance of what we ask. If we are to pray this prayer, we 
must not say, “Give me my daily bread first,” and “Give me a nice home, and a nice automobile, and 
plenty of money to buy gas.” Rather, we must say, “That I might know the Lord; that is my first concern.” 
We cannot pray this prayer and say, “The Christian School is not what it should be.” That is true; but if 
the schools are such that we cannot send our children there, then we must build schools of our own. If 
we pray: “Hallowed be thy name,” we pray that we may send our Children to the Christian school. If we 
pray: “Hallowed be thy name,” and we really mean it, if our prayer is not pure hypocrisy, then we will 
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seek first the kingdom of God, and all other things will be added unto us. 

3. What Spiritual Requirement It has for God’s People 

Don’t you see how silly it is to put this prayer in public institutions. The world does not mean it 
when it says: “Hallowed be thy name.” The world, the natural man seeks self. He does not seek God.  

In the second place, don’t you see that you must have a regenerated heart to even begin to say it. 
In other words, God must first sanctify Himself in our heart before we can pray: “hallowed be thy name.” 
And when God sanctifies Himself in my heart, then I begin to see how sinful, how corrupt it is, that I 
have sought things not connected with the glory of God’s name. We do not always say it that way. But 
when we say: “God be merciful to me a sinner,” we say the same thing.  

In the third place, don’t you see that it must lead to a sanctified life to pray: “Hallowed be thy 
name.” You cannot walk in sin all day long and then pray in the evening: “Hallowed be thy name.” Then 
you do not mean it. It is exactly in the measure that we are willing to break with sin that we mean this 
prayer. And on the other hand, in the measure that we are not willing to break with sin, we do not mean 
this prayer. Are we able to pray this first petition? Are we able to pray it in sincerity and truth before the 
face of God?  

There is not one of us here that is able. No one here can say, I am able to pray the implications of 
this prayer. If we have looked at the brother while we were discussing this prayer, let us go back and 
apply it to ourselves. Let us confess: “O God, if that is the state of the heart and mind of one who truly 
approaches thee in prayer, what a wicked sinner I am. If that is the implication of this prayer; if the glory 
of thy name is the chief purpose, and I look at my life, then that life is condemned. How I have placed 
the hallowing of God’s name in the background, and have placed the hallowing of my own name in the 
foreground. How I lay myself down and arise in the morning with a thousand thoughts that curse against 
this petition.”  

So this is the conclusion. The natural mind will never pray this petition. And what there is left in us 
of that natural mind seems to a large extent to dominate. And in the second place, if I have been 
instructed in the line of the instruction of our catechism, and have said, “Amen,” to that instruction, and 
have learned that your only comfort in life and death is that you belong to Christ, then you can also say 
that in spite of all sin and imperfection, there is in your life the inmost principle that says: I desire to be 
to the glory of God’s praise, a small beginning in the midst of much imperfection. And therefore we 
must all introduce this petition with the prayer, “Lord, teach me to pray: ‘Hallowed be thy name.’” 

 


